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Major turns down ‘sleaze plea 

-- It in I K. ■ " A.* f.ir ill' in 


Rr^ Anthony Bevins 

-•■ P r ' Political Editor 

- ‘ The Prime Minister has rejected an 
anti-sleaze demand that companies 
employing MPs should noi be al- 
lowed io bid for public contracts. The 
. .. Independent has learned that at least 
fcthree former ministers are linked to 
. ^ ■fcompanies associated with bids for 
the £1.6bn sale of Ministry of De- 
. ■ fence married quarters. 

This is the deal that prompted 
Conservative MP Richard Shep- 
- herd to urge John Major to act. to 
counter any perception of sleaze. In 
a letter to Mr Major, the MP plead- 
ed: “I would suggest that if the Gov- 
ernment announces that no public 


contracts will gp to any firm that em- 
ploys a Member of Parliament, the 
question of ‘sleaze' cannot reason- 
ably arise.” But the Prime Minister 
has turned him down. 

While there is no suggestion of any 
impropriety in the latest cases, and 
current parliamentary and Whitehall 
rules on MPs' conduct and govern- 
ment commercial contracts make no 
reference to the issue. Lord Nolan has 
recently been asked by Opposition 
spokesman Derek Foster to investi- 
gate the involvement oflbry interests 
in companies bidding for contracts. 

Witnesses at a recent hearing of 
the Commons Select Committee 
on Defence revealed that Electra 
Fleming - currently under attack for 


the terms of its purchase of Her 
Majesty's Stationery Office - was one 
of the backers for the lease-back deal, 
led by Japanese bank Nomura, for 
2370 MoD homes. The committee 
was told that the agreement had Mr 
Major's personal approval. 

Electra Fleming was pari of an un- 
successful consortium which bid for 
the MoD estates. Having succeeded, 
the Japanese company Nomura laid 
off some of its liability with United 
States-based finance company Black 
Rock, which in turn laid off £63m of 
liability with Electra Fleming. 

Tom King, the former defence 
minister, is on the board of Electra 
Investment Trust die, and former gov- 
ernment chief whip Tim Renton is 


a consultant to Robert Fleming 
Holdings Ltd - the parent compa- 
nies which each own a half stake in 
Electra Fleming. 

A spokesman for the investment 
bankers Merrill Lynch Europe Ltd 
told The Independent that it was a 
member of an unsuccessful consor- 
tium bidding for the MoD estates. Sir 
Archibald Hamilton, another former 
defence minister, is a parliamentary 
consultant with Merrill Lynch. 

A senior member of the defence 
committee. Liberal Democrat Men- 
zies Campbell, told The Independent 
last night: “The committee would 
have had to peruse the register of 
companies in microscopic detail to 
establish whether there was any 


connection between a serving MP 
and any of these bids.” 

A similar complaint was made by 
Mr Shepherd last October in a let- 
ter to the Prime Minister, when he 
said: “A reading of the Register of 
Members’ Interests would not nec- 
essarily indicate that a member 
might he in such a position ..." 

Mr Major recently replied: “The 
Government’s policy bn procurement 
is to achieve the best value for mon- 
ey, normally through competition. A 
blanket ban on firms employing 
MPs might well result in the rejec- 
tion of suppliers able to offer good 
value for money.” 

But in a Commons debate last 
Tuesday, Mr Shepherd complained 


of the “curse of commercial confi- 
dentiality” - and died the sale of 
MoD housing as an example of un- 
necessary secrecy: “I understand 
that members of the Select Com- 
mittee on Defence were given in- 
formation that was not available to 
other members of the House ... 
However, the information was avail- 
able to members if they had com- 
mercial associations with commercial 
companies that wished to make a bid. 
That is wfldh 1 inappropriate.” 

Mr Renton told The Independent 
last night that as a consultant to 
Robert Fleming, he was not in- 
volved in bids made by Electra 
Fleming. “The first I knew of the 
HMSO bid was when I read about 


it in ihe newspapers." .-Vs for ils in- 
volvement with MoD housing, he 
said: “I know nothing. 1 am nut on 
the board: 1 am not consulted." 

Sir Archibald not available for 
comment, and Mr King did not re- 
turn The Independent'', call. 

A current Cnmmons motion 
tabled bv Labour frontbencher Bri- 
an Wilson says (hat the L54m sale of 
HMSO to Electra Fleming was 
“hopelessly lainted and against ihe 
public interest”. The motion saw that 
Robert Fleming has donated 
£527.000 to the Conservative Party, 
while Electra Investment Trust, wiih 
Mr King and Ton peer Lord Mns»wn 
as hoard members, “lias chipped in 
at least £40.000”. 


$ Barnsley 
chop puts 
Tories in 
inority 


,rown ... 
/■liiical Correspondent 


_/ 


led by David Trimble, in prop- 
ping up ihe Government in- 
no-confidence votes untfl a 
) Majorwas set to become general election in the spring. 
j, ’rime Minister of ' a mi- The Government is likely to 

/ ity government early today be defeated on Monday in a 
. i . j r. vote on European fishing pol- 

icy. However senior mini*; 


t 


Labour headed for a com- 
fortable victory in the Barns- 
ley East by-election. 

That result would official- 
ly wipe ov the Governments 
Commons majority oveT all 
ihe other ffarties. 

But with a Conservative 
backbencher, Sir John Gorst, 
having rejected the Tory whip 
in protest over emergency fa- 
cilities at a local hospital, it 
leaves the Prime Minister s 
party in a minority for the first 
time since the Tories came to 
power under Baroness 
Thatcher. 

John Prescott, deputy 
leader of the Labour Party, 
was planning to celebrate 
Labour’s victory later today by 
. taking the Barnsley Hast vic- 
tor, Jeff Ennis, to Wirral 
South, where a second by-elec- 
,tion is pending, to demand 
that Mr Major go to the 
country. . , 

Mr Prescott said that he had 

lost the mandate to govern 
Britain, and said Labour 
would be stepping up its de- 
mands fora general election. 
Of the Barnsley result, ne 
said: “It shows the country is 
brassed off with the Tones. 

Mr Prescott was hoping to 
celebrate another victory to- 
_day with a by-election on 
Merseyside for the European 
Parliament. 

•'* With Labour defending a 
massive majority in Barnsley 
East after the death of Terry 

Patched, the MP 

die result was hardly in doubt. 

But the loss of the Gov- 
ernment's official majonty 

Will come as a farther debdi- 
tating psychological blow to 
Conservative ministers an 
backbenchers. . 

It underlines the impor- 
tance of the Ulster Unionists. 


ters are expected to shrug off 
that defeat, as it did one a year 
ago, to soldier on until April 
or May. 

Senior Conservative MPs 
believe that Mr Trimble could 
help to bring the Govern- 
ment down in March, thus 
forcing a general election in 
April, to distance his party 
from the Government before 
the elections, and avoid being 
outflanked by the DUF, led by 
Ian Paisley. 

Labour strategists believe 
the election could take place 
on 10 April, although Con- 
servative Central Office would 
prefer 1 May to allow tax 
cuts in the Budget to be fell 
in pay packets. They are im- 
plemented from 1 April. 

Mr Ennis, 44, was plan- 
ning to take his seat next 
week, raising Labour de- 
mands for the Government’s 
majority to be wiped out on 
the standing committees 
which consider government 
Bills. 

The committees are sup- 
posed to reflect the composi- 
tion of the Commons, and 
without a majority, the Gov- 
ernment could face difficulty 
in getting through its business, 
including the Finance Bill to 
implement the Budget and the 
NHS Primary Care Bfll in the 

House of Lords. 

But the Commons clerks 
have so far ruled out a change. 
They are insisting that the va- 
cant Conservative seat m 
Wirral South, where a by- 
election is pending following 
the death of Barry Porter, re- 
mains Conservative until it 

changes hands. ... 

The Government is holding 
off as long as possible. 



Gulf troops denied 
safe pesticides 


Ian Burrell 


British soldiers were doused in 
highly toxic organo-phosphate 
pesticides during the Gulf War. 
even though there was a facto- 
ry making safer pesticides just 
half a mile from the Saudi Ara- 
bian hotel where Operation 
Desert Storm was planned. 

The factory was set up by 
British scientists 15 years before 

hostilities began, but instead of 
using chemicals from the fac- 
tory, army chiefs sent troops to 
local markets to buy cheap 

organo-phosphate pesticides 

(OPs) without adequate in- 
structions for usage. 

On Tuesday, Nicholas 
Soames. the defence minister, 
announced a £L3m inquiry mto 
illnesses suffered by Gulf Whr 
soldiers and admitted that OP 


use in the Gulf was much more 
widespread than Parliament 
had previously been told. 

On the following day, the De- 
fence Select Committee heard 
that 54 veterans were already 
being examined for suspected 
OP poisoning. Another 200 
have illnesses which doctors 
cannot explain. 

The Independent has estab- 
lished that the British pesti- 
cides factory was set up in 
Riyadh in 1976 by Wellcome. 
Known as the Saudi Chemical 
Insecticide and Disinfectant Co 
(Sddco). it was a joint venture 
with local investors. 

It had the capacity to have 
protected the British Army and 
its products were labelled in 
English, French and Arabic 
with clear instructions for use. 
British troops who - became 


soaked in OP5 said the products 
they used were only labelled in 
Arabic and they could not un- 
derstand the mixing instructions. 

Sddco manufactures a range 
of pyrethroid products ap- 
proved by the UK government. 
Although they are also subject 
to misuse they are less easily ab- 
sorbed through the skin ana are 
more easily detoxified. 

Bob Hill, a former company 
executive, said: “If the British 
went out and bought OPs from 
a local market and sprayed 
them on the troops somebody 
somewhere is responsible ...Wfe 
were making pesticide products 
which were specifically designed 
for use in proximity to people 
and were non-toxic to people. 

The MoD said the team in- 
vestigating pesticide use in the 
Gulf was not aware of Sddco. 


The teehnicolour yawn: is it art? 

1 v and its acute ray stomach full of a particui 


David Usbome 

New. York . 

A Canadian art student has 
found a curiously appr^P^^ 
way to express his dhWJSyat 

Rather than iHjnp'X 
s ,« bally, perhaps w MR a That 
n i;ikes me want ifY throw up , 
iK . .dually does itfrow up-on 

i h t - offending WQ*.. . - 

1, .snfonndtcnuosmlhat 


Snmonth he 

, Composition in 

^to.hov.-ever.MrEro™ 


Brown's stomach and its acute 
sense of hue. For when Mr 
Brown disgorges on a picture he 
finds especially deserving he 
makes sure that the slimy result 
is imbued with the proper pri- 
mary colour. When ne un- 
loaded on a Raoul Duly work 
at a Tbronto gallery in May, be 
chose red and ate accordingly 
beforehand. For Mondrian, be 
bright blue and 


in the ex* settled on — - 
“reprehensib short 0 f gorged himself in advance on an 

treme”, but slo .\ > 1 ^ ens joa Mr azure cocktail of icing, yogurt 

! '^Tnfbnn criticism that recommending ^ ^ ft*. and jelly. . 

. ..ii22^^-toldJubalBitiwn Brown did own as Mr Brown, who likes to take 

ye ^Auble, not only dividualactins^ tasre p- ffiends alcmg to iratch, appar- 
Xat the Ontario c n Uy nttdsDOmduaroem tc 

uv.- a notion h« 7 t resentative of t*K _ . j throWun: no fingers down the 


into , 

SK-SST - "- ^^rno ini^dowo the 
L ‘ihVimtaWe galleries where committee su periois throat The pictures 

with ih*jrtK»ta .-Ti,* U could be lh ® esse dw5h Mr enough. “I go mto a gallery with 


my stomach full of a particular 
colour and whatever inspires me 
inspires me,” he said. “It's very 
simple and direct-” _ 

At the Moma, he was briefly 
tempted by a Picasso before 
awarding the Mondnan his 
prize. “Its extreme banality 
made me sick," he said. Moma, 
which saved the canvas from 
lasting damage, originally 
thought it was an accident but 
protested to Ontario College 
when it discovered otheiwise- 
Mr Brown has been told, 
meanwhile, to keep bis vomit to 
himself or face more senous 
consequences. He is unlikely to 
comply. With red and blue out 

. L.' I.inlrinn fW 
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TCillw hu g talks 

Ministers were involved in ur- 
gent talks last night on measures 
needed to prevent more out- 
breaks of E. coli poisoning 
across Britain. Page 2 

Blair reaches summit 
As John Major headed to 
Dublin for probably his last Eu- 
ropean summit showdown, Tony 
Blair, the Labour leader, was al- 
ready there forging ties and 
preparing to take his seat on the 
European stage. Page 13 

Netanyahu rallies 
Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli 
Prime Minister, yesterday told 
settlers from the West Bank who 
entered Beh EL a settlement 
outside the autonomous Pales- 
tinian town of Ramallah, that 
they were “pioneers”. Page 15 
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decoration in canary yellow. 
Might we suggest sweet corn 
with grated rind of lemon 


a work that would benefit from mg of Bird s custard? 



Drink this instead. 
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Lesser Tory cracks over 



' backbenchers on all 
sides of the House 
contemplate the fall from 
grace of D Willetts Esql For 
Labour members this was 
quite an uncomplicated 
emotion. From their angle of 
vision Willetts was a 
supercilious enemy egghead - 
his nervous, twiteny manner 
and beady eye making him 
look like the heron that lives 
by the pond at All Souls. 

Tories had more interesting 
reasons for exulting at Mr 
Willetts' demise. The most 
obvious was that the 
appointment of a new 
paymaster general (a title of 
Heseldnian grandiloquence) 
and the resulting reshuffle 
meant that someone - 
until then languishing on 
the back benches - now 
finds himself enjoying a 



All Harry had 
to do was not 
mention Willetts , 
sleaze and fibbing. 
He realty should 
have managed it 


month or two of constrained 
power. 

Bui by far the most 
s ignificant reason for their 
pleasure is the hatred that the 
dim harbour for the very 
bright. Imagine how galling it 
is to watch this brain-on-legs 
swan into the top flight ai an 
early age, while the chap who 
has been there years - who 
has horse sense, who knows - 
what the voters want and how 
to give to 'em - has to settle 
for being chair of the Anglo- 
Andonan Parliamentary 
Forum. When the Labour 
Party’s Brian Wilson described 
Mr Willetts as aman with 
“two brains and no common 
sense", he tapped deep into an 

ri-intefl ectualism that is 
shared by many MPs. 

Certainly, as I peered down 
from my eyrie at the assembly 
below yesterday. I could see 


many MPs who would serve 
their country well by resigning 
their seats; unlike the able Mr 
Willetts, they never would be 
missed. And little could 
exemplify Mr Major’s luck 
better than the fact that one 7 
of the silliest of his MPs had 
drawn first slot in the draw to 
ask him a question. 

Hany Greenway, the 
member for Ealing North 
■ since 1979, manages 
somehow to be a rebuke to 
• many professions at once. He 
' was once a headmaster of a 
- large school, yet behaves like 
the class joke of 2M. He sits 
on the council of the Open 
. University, but even his most 
partisan colleagues snigger 
, when be gets up to speak. 

. Yesterday all Mr Greenway 
had to do was to ask Mr 
Major some simple question 
about the social chapter or 


tax, and then sit down again. 
Only one topic - Willetts, 
sleaze and fibbing - had to be 
avoided. 


was the British veto, he really ‘ 
should have managed it 
Could the Prime Minister 
confirm that “he will not 
abandon the British veto ^ Cyrano deE 
[pause] or rather, dissemble first time 
the Dissembfe? enjoin 

Whcre had we he^fei that" - 
word before? Dissemble! ... 
shouted the Labour benches, 

happily. What Willetts was 

accused of! It was, of course, 
completely the wrong word, 
unnecessarily inserted in such 
a way as to give maximum 
discomfort tothe PM and 
maximum assistance to Mr 
Prescott (standing in for Mr 
Blair, who was away 
practising to be Prime 
Minister). 


But why had Mr Greenway 
done it? Had the whips, 
noti cing his name on the . . 
order paperan^affer 
having < 



S?! -An feWeriywidow was knifed .. Camelot, the National ; iL^& 

to death mVsex attack at her Lottery operator, has a 



nose- 

gone haywire^ 
word “dissemble’ 
memory, shooting it past his 

consciousness and straight 

into his mouth? 

Whatever the explanation, 
it was the worst possible start 
to Prime Minister’s Question 
Time; and will have left 
Mr Major reflecting that the 
worst combination in politics 
is no brain and no common 


sense. 


Ministers 
in food-bug 
crisis talks 


Steve Boggan 


Ministers were involved in ur- 
gent talks last night on the po- 
tent! ally-deadly effects ot E.coli 
poisoning and the measures 
needed to prevent more out- 
breaks across Britain. 

In moves that took opposition 
politicians by surprise, the Gov- 
ernment announced the for- 
mation of a new cabinet 
committee on food hygiene - 
and within hours it held its first 
meeting. 

The Prime Minister’s office 
said the action demonstrated 
the Government’s determina- 
tion to uphold the highest food 
safety standards. However, 
some observers scented panic as 
the public geared up for a 
Christmas season of parties, 
with cold meats - especially 
turkey - on the menu. 

“The Government wants to 
ensure that any lessons that can 
be learned from the Scottish 
E.coli outbreak are incorpo- 
rated into good food safety 
practices," said a Downing 
Street spokesman. 

“It will consider evidence 
gathered by the other inquiries 
into the outbreak and make rec- 
ommendations to try and pre- 
vent it happening again." 

The committee will be 
chaired by the Leader of the 
House, Tony Newton, and will 
include Stephen DorrelL Sec- 
retary of State for Health, 
Michael Forsyth, the Secretary 
of Slate for Scotland, Douglas 
Hogg, the Agriculture Minister, 
and a minister from the De- 
partment of the Environment. 

Among the first evidence 


likely to be put before the com- 
mittee will be the report of the 
expert group of food, health and 
medical experts led by Profes- 
sor Hugh Pennington of the 
University of Aberdeen. 

Professor Pennington has 
been charged with producing in- 
terim findings on me cause and 
implications of the Lanarkshire 
outbreak by the end of the 
year. The committee will also 
consider the findings of the 
Scottish fatal accident inquiry 
into the deaths of the out- 
break’s 11 victims. 

After it was proved earlier 
this year that Malcolm Elgey, a 
Scottish sheep farmer, became 
infected with Ecoli 0157 simply 
by coming into contact with nu 
animals, it is understood that 
ministers are anxious to estab- 
lish the methods by which the 
infection can be transmitted. 
Earlier this week, Professor 
Pennington said education au- 
thorities might want to recon- 
sider allowing children on trips 
to farms. 

George Robertson, the shad- 
ow Scottish Secretary, welcomed 
the establishment of the com- 
mittee, but be added: “Why did 
it take so long to do this? Giv- 
en that a second butcher has now 
been named, the origin of the 
E.coli bacteria is still unclear." 

There were no new reported 
cases of E.coli poisoning yes- 
terday, leaving the number of 
people reporting symptoms 
steady at just under 400 across 
centra] Scotland. Of the 11 
who died, seven are thought to 
have become poisoned by in- 
fected gravy in pies supplied by 
John Rut & Son of Wish aw. 



Royal 
Academy 
broods on 
cash crisis 


Alice Rye, 74, was found . 
by neighbours semi-naked . 
tied np and stabbed through 
'J”tije heart in a bedroom. The 
house was, not ransacked 
■Detectives believe the'- - "*■ 
Jriflennay have been a caller ' 
who was either invited or 
pushed his way into Mrs . 
Rye’s home in Spiral; Wirial, 
Cheshire, after knocking at 
her door at tea-time on 
Tbesday. There was no forced 
entry. 

Countdown to 
billfor £20bn 

Industry may have to pay up 
to £2tfttn to reprogram 
computers with the new date 
at the turn of the millennium. 
The “Millennium 
unpliance”, or “Y2000", 
obtem represented a 
challenge for small and large 
businesses alike, said a report 


Michelangelo’s Madonna and (Mid: The RA is reluctant to sell it to meet its £3m debts 


Some of Britain's senior 
artistswere last night 
discerning a package of 
modernising reforms to 
alleviate the financial crisis 
. at the Royal Academy; writes 
David Lister. 

A thre&boor long 'general 
assmbiy of academicians 
heard proposals bytheJRA’s 
secretary; David Gordon, and 
the President, Sir Philip 
Dawson, to change the way 
the 228-year-old institution is 
run. 

The private meeting at the 
academy in Piccadilly; central 
London, was presented with a 
plan that would setup a 
“Review board” to help 
manage the RA’s financial 
affair s. A leafed auditor's 
report last week exposed a 
£3m debt. The Royal 
Academy’s greatest treasure 
is Michelangelo’s Madonna 
and Quid which would fetch 
at least £5m; but Mr Gordon 
is firmly against selling ft. 


Prescott savours taste of 
blood in 



Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


John Prescott, the deputy 
Labour leader, yesterday said 
Labour would be pursuing the 
“guilty men” at the heart of the 
Government after the resigna- 
tion of David Willetts as Pay- 
master General 
**I don’t believe that Mr Wil- 



watch the wor 1 -d 


The world is becoming smaller: Distances are diminishing. 
.Vo matter how varied different cultures may be ; we are 
all atoms of the blue planet. In 142 countries all 
around the globe, people rely on Tissot watches. 

For instance, on the Tissot Ballade Ommo: enticing 
elegance harmoniously combined with a sporty touch. 
Watch TTssot and watch the world. 
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letts acted as a sole operator and 
made mistakes. This man is at 
the very heart of the govern- 
ment operation," said Mr 
Prescott. 

Andrew Mitchell, a former 
whip, is expected to be the first 
to be questioned under oath un- 
der the new code of conduct by 
the committee on standards 
and privileges in the wake of the 
Dletts report. 

“I cannot believe for a mo- 
ment throughout this period of 
time there haven't been close 
discussions," Mr Prescott said. 
“Mr Mitchell was a whip ap- 
pointed to this committee ... 
whose job solely was to uy and 
cover up for the Government. 
That is at the heart of this ques- 
tion, more than Mr Willetts. He 
has resigned but there are oth- 
er guilty people involved in 
this operation. It involved gov- 
ernment right at the core of its 
operation." 

Mr Mitchell now a social se- 


curity minister, tipped off the 
Chief Whip in a note that he 
had spoken to the derk of the 
predecessor committee inves- 
tigating the cash-for-questkms 
allegations against another min- 
ister, NeQ Hamilton. 

As a member of the com- 
mittee, he had a right to speak 
to the deik. But ministers said' 
an apology was likely to be 
made to avoid any embarrass- 
ment for the Government “The 
lesson we have learnt from the 
Willetts affair is to apologise," 
said a minister. 

The Standards and Privi- 
leges Committee next week 
will question Sir Gordon 
Downey, the padiameotaiy om- 
budsman, on his investigation 
into the Hamilton affair. 

The Government moved 
quickly to limit the damage 
with a mini-shuffle to fill the 
gaps caused by Mr Willetts’ res- 
ignation - Michael Bates was 
promoted from the whips’ office 


to Paymaster General; Giles 
Brandretb was promoted to re- 
place Mr Bates; and Matthew 
Carrington, MPfor Fulham, was 
appointed as a whip. 

Mr Willetts also rejected 
calls by Mr Prescott for him to 
step down from politics. He said 
he would be continuing as the 
MP for Havant, and ministers, 
led by Stephen DorrelL the 
Health Secretary, rallied round 
to say he would be back as 
frontbencher after the election. 

There were fears among the 
Labour leadership that the fe- 
rocity of Mr Prescott’s attack 
could lead to a Tory backlash on 
tbe committee. Leadership 
sources were keen to refocus 
their attack on Mr Hamilton. A ■ 
senior source said: “Willetts is 
a dead body on the battlefield. 
He is a distraction and so is 
Mitchell. We should be focus- 
ing on the main issue; which is 
corruption at the heart of the 
Government.” 


significant shorts 


Sex attacker 
murders 
widow, 71 


Camdot fight* 
bookmakers’ 
rival game 


- -4L. 


by the Parliamentary Office 
of Science and "technology. A 
vast number of computers of 
all kinds, from desk-top PCs 
to the highest level 
mainframes, were hkely to 
crash when their internal 
docks reached the year 2000. 

Most would recognise the 
date as 1900, with possibly 
catastrophic results. The 
report, written by dvfl 
servants for the benefit of 
MPs, said that responses of 
companies to the threat of 
the Y2000 problem are 
mixed, with some failing to 
recognise the need for action. 

"As a rule of thumb, 
programming costs about £1 
per line of code changed," it 
said. “For a typical large 
organisation or government 
department with hundreds of 
mini ons of lines of code, 
costs could be over ElOOm." 


the Crown Prosecution 
Service to investigate a , : U^r 
bookmakers’ plan to 
an alternative to the “ 

Camelot says the gam*-;- 
organised by the country 4 
three biggest bookmaker* -- 

Ladbroke, William Hill - ; 

Coral - is illegal and hop*-" : 
prevent the proposed 
next week. . 3"J; 

The lottery, called “4*^ * v , 
will take place six times a r 
week at the end of each da- . — 
racing. It will be transmit ■ . • 
by satellite television to \ __ 
betting shops where a Job 1 
machin e similar to Cann 1 "' 
will issue numbers, enabkft . - 
gamblers to bet to on tl» c 
likelihood of single or sc* 1 * 1 * ' 
numbers appearing from -* 
total of 49. A £1 stake 
win £5.50 for one right _ . 

number, £48 for two, £? H ,l ' 
three, £6,561 for four and 
£100,000 for five. 

Camelot said the ganu 1 . _ 
would have a dettimenial 
. effect on the amount of 
money going to good cau** 

The bookmakers said th«? 
had been advised that the . 
game was legal. Charlie fe** 

Long flight for 
sick Fiennes 

Sir Ranulph Fiennes was 
being examined in hospital 
after abandoning his attemp 
to become the first man n» 
walk solo across the 
Antarctic. The explorer 
flown to Punta Arenas, on 
the southern tip of Chile- m . • 
seven-hour emergency fli 2 h._ . 
from the wilderness when* f 
had developed an agpniMnte?*-' 
kidney stone ooiqplaini. 


Sold on k 
tiie ‘Arch 

lVT/WO ninoAfi Ad Archers addict- •" 
IT JULt: pi lOU&l for ^ original 78.. •_ 

officers sought 

Prison officers' leaders have Hopeful fans pack*.- 1 
called an emergency meeting 


with the Prisons Board today 
to discuss an imbalance 
between numbers of jail staff 
and inmates. 

Nearly 2,000 prison' ■ 
officers’ jobs have been lost 
since 1993 and staff claim 
they do not have the numbers 
to cope with the record jail 
population. There are 
currently 5&516 inmates in 
Britain's jails, guarded by 
23,000 officers, a ratio of 
1; 2d>. When prison staff 
levels last slipped to 23,000 in wedding cake sold fo 


auction room at Ph 
London. The succe&v 
bidders identity is se. • 

At Christie's in Lon . 
400-year-old gold ring ti . 
In a field in near Foutehu. 
Norfolk, fetched £20.700. 
Research had establishes 
that the original owner 
probably a Thomas An- ■ 
of Fawlsham (ski, may 
Norwich in 1611. or his . 

In a sale at Swindon, 
top tier of the Duke an- 
Duchess of York’s 198 


1992, the iad population was 
only 42300, a ratio of 1:1 A 
John Boddington, 
chairman of the Prison 
Officers' Association, said 
unpaid overtime might be 
banned if the talks did not 
produce promises of more 
resources. Ian Burrell 


The 10-mch-square • 
decorated tier featu-. 
entwined initials AS . . 
bought by John Beil, a 
magazine editor in Flora 
for a competition. In June re- 
paid £640 for a piece of (he 
Prince and Princess of 
Wales’s wedding cake. 
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Millennium plan is rejected 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 


The £700m budget and business 
plan for the MrUennium Exhi- 
bition has been rejected by the 
Millennium Commission. The 
organisers have been told to 
come back with new figures be* 
fore the £200m earmarked by 
the commission for the scheme 
can be released. 

Although the commission 
said it wanted the exhibition to 
proceed, negotiations over 
money will continue over Lhe 
next few days because of con- 
cerns that the organiser. Mil- 
lennium Central, has failed to 


Concern about budget causes further delay 
to proposals for exhibition at Greenwich 


show that the project can be de- 
livered within the budget. 

The commission issued a 
statement last night confirming 
that it wants “to proceed with 
the National Exhibition at 
Greenwich", but saying that it 
“is now finalising the means by 
which the exhibition will be 
delivered within an acceptable 
budget”. The budget has also 
come under fierce criticism 
from Jack Cunningham, the 
shadow national heritage sec- 


retary, who said that it yras so 
poorly drafted that if “Labour 
councillors had come to Mr 
Heseltine with this type of bud- 
get, he would have thrown them 
out with a flea in their ears.” 

The commission was at- 
tempting to quash rumours that 
the scheme was in jeopardy, but 
in seeking to reduce costs ques- 
tions are being posed over 
whether the grandiose plan to 
have 12 pavilions underneath a 
massive dome will have to be 


scaled down. There are also 
doubts over the future of tbe. 
£4 Ini befog earmarked for 72 
schemes in the provinces, but 
these are unlikely to be axed be- 
cause ministers are anxious to 
give jthe Millennium celebra- 
tions a national flavour. 

. T&sterday, . Michael HeseT- 

tme, C.^xiiy Prime Minister and 
Vngjnia b«* 1 Bynley, Secretary of 
State for National H eritage, 
met ro nrwifm ii the Millennium 
Commission's cospimitment to 


the exhibition but until a real, 
istic budget can be produced h* 
Millennium I Central, 
scheme's future remains m 
doubt. 

In a sense, the organisers an d 
the exhibition designers. Imag- 
ination, have the commission 
over a barrel. It is far too lai t . 
for any other company to 
brought into organise the p ri) _ 
ject if it is to be completed j n 
time for the autumn 1999 dei 
line. 


'dead. 


Jn September, Mrs Bottom, 
ley asked Dr Cunningham fr, r 
his support for the draft bud^t 
plans. He refused to givc*a n 
open-ended commitment. 


Failed mortar attack raises IRA fears 


David McKHtrick 

Ireland Correspondent 


In an ominous sign of the IRAs 
violent intentions in the pre- 
Christmas period, the organi- 
sation has failed in an attempt 
to blow up a security force ve- 
hicle in north Belfast using a 
Seratex filled mortar. 

The abortive attack was seen 
as unmisrakeable confirmation 
that the terrorists plan to use 


lethal means to tty to change tbe 
Government's mind on the 
question of Sim Fein’s entry 
into multi-party talks. 

This follows John Major’s re- 
jection, earlier this month, of the 
republican proposition that he 
should guarantee entry into 
negotiations if the IRA were to 
declare another cessation of vi- 
olence. This deadlock, togeth- 
er with intelligence assessments 
that the IRA was preparing for 


V 


a new offensive, meant that 
Wednesday night’s incident 
came as no surprise. 

It began with a telephoned 
warning, which included a 

recognised IRA codeword, that 

a mortar had been left dose to 
the back gate of Girdwood se- 
curity base near the republican 
New Lodge area of north 
Belfast. 

Security patrols were sent to 
investigate but, suspidous of a 


able trap, used another exit 

a the base. This precaution 

appears to have saved lives, 
since terrorists were waiting to 
fireamortaratcJose range into 
a vehicle travelling from the 

back ■ s .\. ' ’ 

Thedhvicewas concealed in 
?, inside one of the plas- 


an 


tic “whedie-bins' which, are 
ubiquitous in Belfast. It con- 
tained -almost a kilogram of 
Semtex Such mortars are rel- 


ativefy inaccurate, butai dose 
range Can have a devastating 
effect. After some time passed 
without security vehicles ap- 
pearing, tfee terrorists aban- 
doned the device; ; 

- Last wee&'ffira^.simtiar 
bombs were R>und hidden be- 
hind a brickfldtup wall hi the 
kitchen of a fciuse.- jo west 
Belfast, -together . more 
than thirty cassettfrtyfc^ n ^ n_ 
diary devices. -I- | 

- - - \ 
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Quarantine laws in the dog house 


Celebrity dog 
owners are 
delighted that 
the RSPCA is 
backing their 
hard-fought 
campaign for 
passports for 
pets. Their 
four-legged 
friends may 
soon be able 
to jet around 
the world 
without the 
threat of 
miserable 
months in 
quarantine 





Clare Garner 

^Vog owners were elated yesterday 
the RSPCA said it was in favour 
of abolishing the compulsory quar- 
antine rules for cats and dogs com- 
ing into the UK from EU and other 
countries recognised by the World 
Health Organisation as rabies-free. 

Celebrities who have campaigned 
passionately for the abolition of the 
95-year-old British quarantine law? 
requiring domestic pets to spend six 
months in quarahtineat;a cost of up 
to £2,000. tQ their owners were de- 
lighted by. the society’s backing. 

The charity's campaign for reform 
follows a survey which found that 86 
per cent of the public would accept 
an alternative to quarantine ifit codd 
be properly implemented and 
proved to Veep Britain rabies-free. 
The NOP survey, commissioned by 
the RSPCA, also found that 72 per 
cent of people said they would find 
a vaccination system an acceptable 
alternative to quarantine. 

Peter Davies, the RSPCA’s direc- 
tor general, said yesterday that a sys- 
tem of vaccination. Mood testing and 
permanent identification for dogs 
} and cats would provide Britain with 
“an equal, if not greater, protection 
from rabies as quarantine." He is 


Mm* 


Collared: Miss Lucy (top left, far right), whose untimely end her owner blames on UK rules; David Hockney and his dog (right) and the Pattens with Whisky, who faces quarantine Photographs: Rex, Network 



now urging the Government to com- 
mission. a full-scale risk assessment 
of both quarantine and alternative 
systems and implement the “most hu- 
mane and effective system" as quick- 
ly as posable. 

The British Vfeterinaiy Association 
has not yet come out for change, but 
vets are known to be six to one in 
favour. In October a group of dis- 
tinguished vets came out in favour 
of changing, the laws. They induc- 
ed Lord SovMjyJthooafyyel in the- 
Housedf Lords O*rofesso'r Richard : 
HaliiweU, and the writing vet Dp ■ 
Broca Fogfe-e -.i 

JUly Cooper, a member of the 
pressure group Passports for Pets, 
said: “It*s wonderful, wonderful 
P&ssparts for Fetshave been beaver- 
ing away lobbying and suddenly the 
mighty RSPCA have swung on our 
side. They are theones that people 
listen to, so the fact .that they have 
realised that it's cruel to keep ani- 
mals in quarantine and it's a point- 
less exercise is fantastic.” 

Besides putting an end to the “aw- 
fiil sadness from both sides - for own- 
ers and animals’*. the abolition of the 
anti-rabies regulations would - on a 
personal level - herald a string of 
Continental canine adventures for 
Ms Cooper. Since the age of 14, she 


has wanted to rescue a mistreated 
Spanish mongrel- "Every time I 
went I’d see some dog being beaten 
up in Spain... But then the prospect 
of talcing it from one hell to put it 
in another hell - quarantine - was 
too much." 

If the rules are changed, she will 


Clare Gamer 

Only the 01J, jcelandnow insist . 
upon six months quarantine. 

Sweden and Norway, rabies-free 
for longer than the UK, successful- 
ly introduced a vaccine-based sys- 
tem in May 1994. 

In New Zealand, a dog or cat com- 
ing from a rabies-free country is now 
restricted to the owner’s home for 
30 days. 

Japan, also rabies-free, has no 
quarantine for animals from rabies- 
free countries and only 1 4 days’ quar- 
antine for animals from elsewhere 
provided they have a certificate of 
vaccination and a health certificate. 

Last year 5,394 dogs and 4,126 
cats were committed to quarantine. 
Although the animals affected by the 
law are not particularly numerous. 


be able holiday with Hero, a lurcher, 
and Bessie, a labrador. "They can go 
to Paris on cheap-day returns,’' she 
saidL “They can go and buy drink. I'd 
love to go to my brother’s house in 
France and work out there for two 
or three' months, and take the dogs 
with me. It’s stupid things like that.” 


their owners are often high-profile and 
know feow to run a campaign. 

Since 1972, 2,500' out of 
170,000 animals, in. quarantine 
have died, none from rabies. 

This year, for the first time, one 
case of bat rabies was recorded in 
the UK. 

The average cost of the required 
six-month quarantine is £1,500 . 

The RSPCA promotes anti-rabies 
vaccination for dogs and cats along 
with an identity chip to establish own- 
ership and confirmation of inocula- 
tion. 

Those who can afford to go to their 
vet and have it done for £25, oth- 
erwise the RSPCA will do it for £5. 

Campaign groups, among them 
Vets in Support of Change, insist ad- 
vances in rabies vaccination and the 


It is a cause which has united a 
myriad of high-profile people from 
David Hockney and Elizabeth Hur- 
ley to Chris Patten, the Governor of 
Hong Kong who, unless the rules are 
changed, will have to be parted for 
six months from his Norfolk terriers. 
Whisky and Soda, when he returns 


scope for implanting identification mi- 1 
crochips in dogs means quarantine, 
is no longer necessary for animals | 
from rabies-free .countries. 

Some government ministers argue | 
that it would be expensive to set up 
a simple system to check animals- 
and their documents at a few selected ' 
points of entry. 

The Swedes run such a system • 
which admits 10,000 pets a year I 
at a total cost to the owner of; 
£400,000. 

In the UK owners pay some’ 
£12m a year to have their animals i 
quarantined. There has not been a ; 
single case of rabies in the UK, in : 
or out of quarantine, for 26 yeais, • 
except the bat * 

The quarantine laws have result- ; 
ed in widespread smuggling. 


to Britain next summer. 

Serena Linley, the proud owner of 
a bull terrier, recently signed up to 
Passport for Pets, joining other 
names such as Barbara Taylor Brad- 
ford, Elton John and Mark Biriey. 
Passports for Pets, which was set up 
in 1994 by Lady Fretwell, wife of the 
former ambassador to Paris, now has 
3,000 paid-up members. 

Lord Rothermere, the Associat- 
ed Newspapers press baron, is a 
member of Lady Fretwell’s Com- 
mittee of Honour. 

His concern for the plight of dogs 
in quarantine is reflected in the 
Daily Meal's prominent coverage of 
the “barbarous", “antiquated” and 
“enter system. Many papers high- 
lighted the story of how Air Chief 
Marsha] Sir Michael Si ear's re- 
triever, Hunter, died in quarantine 
from the “effects of stress and envi- 
ronmental deprivation.” 

Sir Michael wrote an open letter 
to Mr Davies, director general of the 
RSPCA, saying: “Young Hunter 
died alone in his cell. He had served 
live months and four days of his six- 
mom h sentence; he was due to be 
set free on October 23. just a few days 
after his second birthday.” 

Frank Lowe, founder chairman of 
the advertising agency Lowe Howard 


Spink, is a staunch supporter of Pass- 
ports for Pets, providing his adver- 
tising expertise for free. Mr Lowe has 
had first-hand experience of the 
trouble the present laws can cause. 
After two year in the United Stales, 
he wanted to return to England. But 
he refused to “subject" his three 
Pekinese - Chelsea. Madison and 
Miss Lucy - to quarantine. So he 
moved to Switzerland, where the 
rules are more lax. and has lived 
there ever since. 

Nevertheless. Miss Lucy came to 
a sony end -an end Mr Lowe blames 
on Britain’s quarantine rules. 

“She had a heart problem and died 
because I couldn't take her to the vet 
in England,” he explained. 

“I flew the poor dog to Paris and 
flew the vet out there too but it wax 
loo late. If Td flown her into Eng- 
land he would have been able to save 
her life.” 

The former film star Anne Aubrey 
shares Mr Lowe’s feelings. 

Her poodle, Sufci. was quarantined 
last year when the actress relumed 
home to Norfolk after nine years in 
Spain. 

“If I'd known what it was going to 
be like. I’d never have returned Emm 
Spain until Suki's death." she said af- 
terwards. 


BBC closes Today poll as 
Labour memo surfaces 


■* t 




Charge Batin 

The BBC was forced to dose 
the first round of polling for its 
annual Ibday Programme Per- 
sonality of the Year award yes- 
terday after discovering an 
“organised attempt” by staff at 
the Labour parly to distort the 
voting in favour of the Labour 
leader, Tony Blair. 

Staff in charge of producing 
the shortlist for the Radio 4 
competition said they had re- 
ceived an anonymous memo 
which had been circulated to 
every member of staff in the 
Labour Party urging them to 
vote for Mr Blair. 

The note was sent out by the 
Audience Participation Unit a 
newfy established department 
whose role is to encourage 
members to write to newspapers 
and attend political TV shows 
pushing the party line. 

It told recipients they could 
fax nomina tions to the BBC, but 
advised them it would be “pre- 
ferable” if they used a fax ma- 
chine which did not identify the 
sender with the Labour Party. 

Its purpose, it told recipients, 
was to “avoid a repeat of last 
year when John Major woo" - 
in fact the Prime Minister came 
second - by getting supporters 
to nominate They Blair. 

A statement issued by the 

BBC said last night “We deeply 

deprecate any attempt to in- 
terfere with what is intended to 
be a spontaneous opportunity 
for (he programme’s usteneis to 

^^Wth grea^teluctance and 
sincere apologies to those lis- 
teners who may have left their 
vo ting until the last minute, we 
have concluded that the poll 
should be closed forthwith.” 




ii? 



John Humphrys, one of the presenters of Radio 4’s Today programme (left), and Tony Blair 


In the event, Mr Blair failed 
to gain enough votes to make 
the shortlist of six nominations 
when the deadline was brought 
forward 24 hours, from midday 
today. 

A senior Labour spokes- 
man said last night that he 
didn’t believe anything improp- 
er had taken place and said the 
memo was merely “remind- 
ing” staff that the poll was tak- 
ing place; “A note was sent out 
to all members of Labour Par- 
ty s taff, who are undoubtedly 
Today listeners, urging them to 
participate in the Ibday Per- 
sonality of the Year poll" 

“It was sent out tty a unit 
whose primary tasks are to re- 
mind party activists and mem- 
bers of polls which are taking 
place nationally or locally, and 
to encourage people to apply to 


be in the audience of political 
programmes." 

When asked about the at- 
tempt to distort the poll in 
Dublin last night, Mr Blair 
said: “I know absolutely noth- 
ing about it at all but I dunk that 
these things should be done in 
the proper way.” 

Conservative Party Chair- 
man, Dr Brian Mawhinney, 
said; “The Labour Party has 
been caught red-handed trying 
to cheat. What has been 
uncovered by the BBC is a 
fundamentally dishonourable 
and dishonest activity by the 
Labour Party." 

Yesterday’s discovery is the 
second time the Today poll has 
been sabotaged this decade. In 
1990, the year Baroness Thatch- 
er and Michael Heseltme won 
the award, a prominent Hindu 


politician was disqualified after 
a number of his British sup- 
porters tried to rig the voting, 
Lai Kristian Advani, leader Of 
the Bharatiya Janata party, was 
removed from the shortlist af- 
ter BBC employees noticed 
that a number of votes had been 
cast in the same hand writing. 

It comes hot on the heels of 
a second attempt to rig this 
year’s BBC Sports Personality 
of the Year. Earlier in the week, 
organisers had to disqualify 
footballer Justin Foshami from 
the competition after being 
bombarded with e-mail votes for 
the player who was a 500-1 out- 
sider. They had to purge the sys- 
tem of a second intrusion, when 
the message “Let’s get Damon 
ffifl disqualified’' appeared with 
frightening regularity on the In- 
ternet soccer pages. 
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Schizophrenic knifeman wins right to take action against health authority and victim’s widow joins in 

Victim and attacker 
unite to sue for justice 




i'll 



Widow with a mission: Jayne Zrto Photograph: Herbie Knott 


Glenda Cooper 

Victim and offender were united in com- 
mon cause at the High Court yesterday 
trying to bring a health authority to account 
over how.it treats care in the community 
cases. 

Jayne Zito is dependent on Christopher 
Qunis, the JdHer of her husband, to get any 
compensation for the death other husband 
Jonathan four years ago this Tuesday. 

Clunis, who suffers from schizophrenia, 
yesterday won the first round of bis high . 
court battle lo bring a damages action 
against a London health authority, claim- 
ing they failed to care for him in the com- 
munity. His success paves the way for Mrs 
Zito lo claim damages for assault against 
him as legally, she is unable to sue Cam- 
den and Islington Health Authority herself. 

Clunis is seeking an indemnity from the 
health authority for any damages arising 
from his liability to her. “My family’s frus- 
tration is that we can’t take action against 
the health authority directly -so this is the 
only way to pursue the claim on behalf of 
Jon and myself.” said Mrs Zito yesterday. 

“Because [Qunis] has succeeded, our 
claim can go ahead It’s frustrating that a 
member of the public can't have the right 
to take direct action against a health au- 
thority, and that I have to be so closely 
linke d with the offender.” 

In 1992, Qunis stabbed Jonathan Zito 
in the eye in Finsbury Park tube station in 
north London. A year later he was detained 
indefinitely at Rampton Hospital after 
pleading guilly to manslaughter due to di- 
minished responsibility at the Old Bailey. 

The crux of Qunis’s claim is that, had 
he been given appropriate medical treat- 


ment, he would not have killed Mr Zito and 
his condition would have improved to the 
point where he might be safely released into 
the community. As it was, the killing had 
caused his condition to worsen dramaticaUy, 
and he claims that he was unlikely to re- 
cover, improve or ever be released. 

Yesterday, Deputy Judge Richard 
Mawrey QC dismissed the health author- 
ity's summons for Mr Qunis’s action to be 
struck out for showing no reasonable 
cause of action. The judge said he did not 
think it would offend the public con- 
science for Clunis to be awarded damages. 



Victra Jonathan Zito Photograph; Pbotenews 


“Still less do I consider that it would of- 
fend (he public conscience for Mr Qunis 
to recover from the authority - which, on 
the basis of his pleaded case left him at large 
as a dangerous psychopath - an indemni- 
ty against his unarguable liability to Mrs 
Zito. Indeed it might well offend the pub- 
lic conscience were he unable to do so.” 

The judge said that it was established law 
that a health authority was liable when a 
meotal patient in its care harmed himself 
and asked if there should be a difference 
if harm to the patient came about through 
committing a crime. 

“If the suicidal patient jumps off a high 
buildi ng , he commits no offence - but what 
if he tries to end his life by stealing a car 
and driving h. into a walk which is likely to 
involve several criminal offences?" he 
said, “if the authority is right, the former 
can recover damages, the latter noL I con- 
sider that this would offend common 
sense, logic and the public conscience." 

He was also unable to see the logic of 
saying that medical authorities may owe a 
duty to treat and restrain the patient who 
was likely to harm himself but no duty where 
the patient was likely lo harm others. 

Clunis's solicitor. Marlin Taube, said af- 
terwards that the judgment was a “major 
step forward", and he added: “By this ac- 
tion the health authority will be held ac- 
countable to the community at large if they 
fail to look after the mentally ill following 
discharge from hospital.” 

The health authority said it would ap- 
peal, but the hearing is unlikely to take place 
for a year. “They must be made to pay for 
their negligence, "said Mrs Zito. “It's about 
time they did. They have avoided respon- 
sibility and it's about time they paid for it." 



Schizophrenic killer: Christopher Clunis Photograph: Photonews 


Why ‘EastEnders’ is 
scarier than Tarantino 




Marianne Macdonald 

Media Correspondent 

The television violence debate 
reignited yesterday with. the 
revelation that chijdren and 
teenagers are more disturbed by 
violence in soap operas such as 
EastEnders thaiLWifollywod . 
action movies. 

The difference was that vio- 
lence hi soaps occurred in a real- 
life setting, they told researchers 
for a Broadcasting Standards 
Council report into the attitudes 
of 10- to 16-year-olds, Young 
People and the Media. 

“When Bruce Willis blows 
away a load of villains it’s a 
laugh. You know it's not real, I 
think violence in EastEnders is 
more shocking because it’s real 
life.” one 16-year-old said. 

The BSC researcher, Mark: 

- Ratcliff, agreed. “A film like 
Pulp Fiction is a laugh for the 
average 13- year-old. Violence in 
EastEnders can be scarier than 
a Quentin Tarantino film. 

“We had some 12 to 13-year- 
old girls who saw a TV pro- 
gramme called Backup in which 
u man was thrown off a block 
of flats. You saw blood oozing 
slowly from his body. But in- 
stead" of being disturbed by the 
scene, some complained that 
the blood wasn't the right 
colour. Most 15-year-olds 
would laugh at you if you said 
Pulp Fiction was disturbing. 

While the average American 
IO-year-ofcf has seen 8,000 mur- 
ders and J OH.OOO acts of violence 



All right for the Idds: Pulp 
Fiction-style violence is OK, 
but lay off EastEnders' Nigel 



on television, 23 per cent of 
British 10- to 12-year-olds have 
seen Pulp Fiction and 25 per 
cent say they want to see it. 

About 18 per cent of the 
same age group have also seen 
Tarantino's notoriously brutal 
Reservoir Dogs with another 25 
per cent hoping to, a statistic 
which will add impetus to the 


Can 


campaign by Virginia Bottom- 
ley, the Heritage Secretary, 
better to protect children 
against screen violence. 

Yet despite the popularity of 
violent and homtying films 
among the age group surveyed 
by the BSC, only a third said 
they were their favourite type 
of movie and over half the 
sample selected comedies. 

Six out of ten thought that 
screen violence encouraged 
street violence, and older chil- 
dren felt their young brothers 
and sisters should be protected 
from such material on televi- 
sion. A significant number said 
they had been influenced by 
television themselves. 

Teenagers perceived today’s 
society to be more violent be- 
cause “you see it all the time on 
the TV or videos”, the report 
warned. 'Toe extraordinary in- 
cidents that have recently oc- 
curred - child murders, serial 
kiDeiSrpaedopbfle cases -- made 
teenagers feel these were now 
becoming the norm." 

Yesterday, Leslie HQU, chair- 
man of ITV, reinforced the. 
point when he told a Heritage 
Select Committee inquiry into 
the BBC and the future of 
broadcasting that much of the 
blame should go lo Hollywood. 

“In recent times we have 
tightened up on what we show. 
Tve seen some American films 
before they were edited and 1 
was quite shocked by what I saw 
and what we bad to take out,” 
be told MPs. 











. Lloyds Bank 


use 


AN ALL-IN-ONE MOBILE PHONE 
PACKAGE FOR £120. 

■ y%t Peoples Phone we have just the thing for Christmas. 

ilOnr 'Best Buy" Package is an all-in-one package, 
where you make a single, one-off payment and that s it 

We even include a generous allowance of free calls 
every month and what's more, we can connect it on 
Christmas Eve. That way, its ready to make a call as 
soon as it's unwrapped and you don't pay for a single day 
you don't need. 

So, to make someone’s Christmas Day, simply visit 
one of our 181 stores nationwide and speak to our 




Rja This price includes: 
feSS* • 12 months line rental 

• Connection 

• Free calls — £6.50 
IlgLH per month for 

a whole year 

kjjSKjl • The award-winning 
RTCfeJi PP8O0 mobile phone 




pTeToTpTlIeTs 


Thac’s use of an extra 1,890 cash machines free of 
charge. So now you are e ven closer to your money. 

— ~ 1 1 THE THOROUGHBRED bank. 

B« |U.CaoowHc^ t > w ^' 8 ^^ 7La " 



Lloyds 

Bank 


The offer is subject to availability, status and a new standard airtime contract of 12 months with 90 days' notice thereafter. Customers will need to provide a 

valid creefrt card or cheque guarantee card plus bank details and proof of address. 113/12 






.ssaep-T' 


FRIDAY 13 




news 


Motorists 
wince at 
victims’ 

NHS bill 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Le gal Affaire Editor 

Proposals to make negligent dri- 
vers pay for their victims’ Na- 
tional Health Service treatment 
pan-oked a wave of protest 
yesterday from motorists* 
groups and insurers. 

Despite an estimated saving 
of £120m a year for the NHS 
which would flow from the 
scheme, there were warnings 
that it would result in soaring 
insurance costs, more hit-and- 
run incidents and hidden bu- 
reaucratic and legal costs. 

The protests came after the 
Law Commission, the Govern- 
ment's law-reform body, sug- 
gested that the NHS should 
have (he right to recoup the 
costs nf treatment. 

Stephen DorrelL the Secre- 
tary of Slate for Health, said 
that the idea, proposed by the 
commission in a consultation 
paper, would have to be ca re- 
turn- scrutinised before the Gov- 
ernment could endorse it. 

The 1^88 Road Traffic Act al- 
ready obliges insurers liable 
for road-accident injuries to 
pay the “reasonable" expenses 
nf hospitals, subject to statuto- 
ly capping, while private med- 
ical insurers arc able to recoup 
treatment costs from defen- 
dants'’ insurers across (he boartL 
The commission said that there 
was a “strong case" for the NHS 
similarly to be able lo daw back 
its costs. Professor Andrew Bur- 
rows. a commisdoner. said: “We 
think it is particularly important 
n> raise for public debate the 
question whether the NHS 
should be given a right to recoup, 
from those who negligently cause 
injuiy. the cost office health care 
provided lo victims." 


Precedents For the state claw- 
ing back already exist, such as 
the right of the ’Department of 
Social Security to recoup wel- 
fare benefits. * 

The cost of treating acci- 
dent victims on the NHS is es- 
timated at £lbn a year although 
only 12 per cent are successful 
in bringing negligence claims. 
The commission says that if a 
scheme were introduced, it 
should take the form of the 
NHS having a direct claim 
against a defendant after the vic- 
tim has secured damages. 

A spokeswoman for the Na- 
tional Association of Health Au- 
thorities the Trusts said the 
association was interested in the 
proposal but concerned at po- 
tentially massive bureaucratic 
costs. “'On the surface, it looks 
very good, but wc would have 
to look at the cost of recouping 
the money “ she said 

She added: “It is a very im- 
portant proposal because we do 
not want the NHS to be disad- 
vantaged in the comparison 
-with the private sector, which is 
already able to exercise this 
power." 

But a spokeswoman for the 
Automobile Association said the 
plan would add to insurance costs 
for ail motorists, both those who 
caused accidents through negli- 
gence and those who wen: safe 
drivers. She said: “There are a 
million uninsured drivers al- 
ready and we bdiere this wiD sim- 
ply push the figure higher. 

Edmund King, head of cam- 
paigns at the Royal Automobile 
Club, said- “This will create a 
bureaucratic nightmare. The 
motorist already contributes 
heavily towards the National 
Health Service through the tax- 
es levied on road users." 



Glass act Some of the works by Czech and Slovak sculptors on sale today at The Studio Glass Gallery in London, ft Is hoped they will raise £60,000 for a Sue Rydqr homatfor 
the elderly in Prague. They are (from left). Journey to Blue by Jan Frydrych, Cradle of Time by Bohumh Bias and Special Composition by Vaclav Cigler Photograph: David Rose ' 


Man denies link in Leah ecstasy chain 


The man accused of buying 
the ecstasy (ablet that killed 
Leah Betts yesterday denied any 
involvement in supplying drugs 
to her. 

Steven Packman, 18, of Lam- 
don. Essex, has been accused of 
buying the ecstasy that kffled 18- 
y ear-old Leah in November last 
year. But he told Norwich Grown 
Court be was not involved 


The jury has been told that 
Mr Packman brought four ec- 
stasy tablets in a nightclub 
called Raquel’s in BasOdon, 
Essex. And that be then passed 
them on to his best friend, 
Stephen Smith. 19, of Basildon, 
Essex, who passed them to 
Leah via two other friends. 

Mr P ackman told the court 
yesterday that Smith was tying. 


“1 didn't offer to buy drugs for 
anyone else or for him. 'He 
[Smithl feels that he can get 
himself out of trouble by getting 
me involved _ I was not in- 
volved in any of this." • 

Mr Packman he had 
never taken drugs and never 
been involved in dealing drugs 
or Handling drugs. He said he 
now felt “disgusted” with Smith 


for alleging that he was in- 
volved in the drugs chain. 

“Because we were such good 
friends, I suppose he thought I 
would take the blame with 
him," Mr Packman added. 

The court has been told that 
Mr Packman approached the 
head doorman at Raquel’s - 
Patrick O’Mahoney - after 
hearing that he wanted to speak 


to, him Mr Packman's conver- 
sation with Mr O’Mahoney was 
taped by the News of the World 
newspaper. On the tape. Mr 
Packman appears to admit bay- 
ing the drugs from a dealer at 
the nightclub. 

But Mr Packman told the 
court yesterday that he was 
“paranoid” during the conver- 
sation with Mr O’Mahoney. 


He said he was saying what- 
ever he thought the doorman 
wanted to hear because he was v 
afraid for his safety. ■ 

Andrew Williams, for the " 
prosecution, put it to Mr Pack- 
man that he had told “bare- 
faced lies” to the jury. Mr 
Packman said he had not. 

Hie case was adjourned un- . 
til today. 
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Teachers rush for 
early retirement 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

One in six teachers over 50 is 
rushing to retire next Easter to 
beat a government clampdown 
on pensions, according to a 
onion survey. 

Figures released yesterday by 
the National Association of 
Schoolmasters Union of 
Women Ifeachers suggest over 
11.700 teachers want to take 
early retirement on 31 March 
nearby 3,000 more than usually 
opt to go early in a whole year. 

Union general secretary 
Nigel de Gruchv warned of a 
“crisis of teacher supply” in the 
c umm er term of 1997 in the 
wake of predicted mass depar- 
tures, He suggested that the 
Government’s anempt to keep 
older, more experienced teach- 
ers from leaving by making 
early retirement harder had 
backfired. 

The teaching world has been 


thrown into turmoil over early 
retirements since the Govern- 
ment announced proposals last 
month to change the terms of 
the teachers’ pension hind. 

It wants to shift the burden 
of premature retirement costs 
from the fund to employers, 
mainly local education author- 
ities and further education col- 
Je 


uk move is being billed as 
an anempt to hold on to expe- 
rienced staff, but is also need- 
ed to stem a steadily increasing 
drain on the pension fund. 

The proposals, now out to 
consultation, will come into 
force on 1 April if approved. Lo- 
(^i education authorities say 
they will make early retirement 
for teachers prohibitively ex- 
pensive. and warn that burnt- 
out staff will now be forced lo 
stay on until ihcv are 60. 

The NASUWT figures are 
based on a survey of 50 LEAs, 

which revealed that 16 percent 


of teachers over 50 wanted to 
co. More are expected to follow 
as the implications of the 
become known to more 
staff, and there will be further 
departures through redundan- 
cy and sickness. 

Teaching unions claim the 
will cause canicular 
problems because it falls in the 
middle of the academic year, 
leaving some classes with a 
change of teacher just before ex- 
ams. , , 

They also suggest the long- 
term effect of the changes will 
be a build-up of older, more 
costhr staff in schools - drain- 
ing budgets and ultimately 
M odring posts which could have 
gone to new teachers entering 
the profession. 

The Department for Educa- 
tion and Employment yesterday 
warned that employers would 
have to “took vciy carefully at 
their staffing needs for next 
summer term" if they lei many 


teachers go early before Easi- 
er. 

The unions have all pledged 

to lobby ministers over the pen- 
sions hind changes, but privately 
acknowledge they have little 
chance of securing a change of 
heart. They would also have dif- 
ficulty winning public sympathy 
for teachers insist ing on exer- 
cising their right to retire at 50. 

Instead, they plan to locus 
their campaigns on winning 
more consultation time, with a 
later date for implementing 
the changes. 

The NASUWT is calling for 
an overhaul of the way the 
teachers’ pension scheme is 
run. It wants employers’ and 
teachers’ contributions to be in- 
vested rather than paid into the 
Treasury. The Association of 
Teachers and Lecturers yester- 
day warned its 15,1 WH members 
not to be panicked by the 
changes into setting up new per- 
sonal pensions. 



That little 
black number 
you get out for 
any occasion. 


be prime minister 'first Spme f»T ^rnonBge: Jonattan Anstea 

Spice Girls vote Thatcher the 
new leader of their band 


Steve Boggan 


It would be difficult to imagine Baroness 
Thatcher in hot pants, a spandex vest 
and patent-leather thigh boots, but yes- 
terdaythal is precisely what we were invited 

l °bi°an interview likely to f cai ^P^ 1 ^ 
equal measure at Tory Centre! Office and 
Labour HQ, the Honourable Lady was 
named as the firet Spice Girlbytheband 
lhat is influencing an entire generation of 

and infinitely eader 
0 n\he hSadorebamc the news that. the 
SniS Girls are against monetary union, 
Seltonce on the Welfare State, John 

■ . ■ * ?5 I his week's Spectator magazine. 

SHSSriSsssa 

31 and unmarried, wasgr -* er the 

s'mSfHi'SA^Sceremony in London 

two weeks ago- ^ distraction of 

^thswea,...^ 


fit, bare bellies still quivering with s heer es - 
hilaration" - was simple: How Ui extract 
the political views of five women who have 
rapidly become one of the biggest-selling 
bands in the world, whose records have sow 
upwards of five million copies in six months 
and whose latest single, 2 Become 1, and 
album. Spice, are tipped for the Christmas 
number one double spot? .... 

Huddled around the columnist m then- 
“desolate" changing-room, the women, 
Gerri, Victoria and E mm a on the right of 
the political spectrum, and Mel B and Mel 
C left of centre, the task proved to be re- 
freshingly easy. • 

On Lady Thatcher: “Thatcher had ideals 
all right," said Gerri. to a chorus of approval 
and chants of “Wicked" and “We love 

Maggie!” . . . 

“Even if her policies were hard-hearted, 

socialism is bad - you work for your living 

and you deserve, to keep what you've 
earned. Thatcher believed. But her lega- 
cy was a mixture: dealing with the unions 
good; destroying the GLC bad. 

On John Major: “As for Major, said Vic- 
toria, “he’s a boring pillock. But compared 
with the rest, he’s far better. We dnever 
vote Labour. The good thing about Major 
js that because he hasn’t got any person- 


ality, he’s not hiding behind some smooth 
facade. He can’t rely on his looks, can he?" 

On Tbny Blain “We met Tony Blair and 
be seemed nice enough," said Victoria^But 
that wasn’t enough, declared Gerri: “His 
hair’s all right, but we don’t agree with his 
tax policies. He’s just not a pair of safe tends 
with the economy." 

On Europe: “It’s been a terrible trick on 
the British people,” said Victoria. “The 
Euro-bureaucrats are destroying every bit 
of national identity and individuality. Let 
me give you an example — those new pass- 
ports are revolting, an insult to our king- 
dom, our independence. We must keep our 
national individuality." 

The idea for the interview was Mr 
Sebag Montefiore’s. “It was light-hearted 
but there is a serious side,” he said. “The 
Spice Girls are influencing a whole gen- 
eration of youngsters anti no one really 
knows how that generation thinks. 

“It was a very pleasant interview. These 
are no bimbos. I expected them to espouse 
typical left-wing pop-star politics, with a few 
pathetic ideas on the legalisation of hero- 
in and some fuzzy thoughts on individual- 
ity and community policies, but I found 
them bright, articulate and with a full grasp 
of the great issues of the day." 
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PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS 

SCORING THE EXCHANGES 
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John Major 
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THEME5 OF THE DAY 


Harry Greenway (C. Ealing «Ww 
Irvine Patntek (C, Sheffield Hattam) 
Paddy A$Nk>wn JouiJflU the Stag)* i 
John Hutton IL NormantanJ Wy tot 
Chris Moinn, iL Sunderland South) C 


GOOD DAY.. 



Irvine Patrick's taydu Harry Greenway 

Q'jpsticii on business on Europe tC. EaHRjpNorthl score «i own goal hy 
«'k«ed Major w cnttdse the ^sfng IHbWwO *das*mWe‘ m a quasUon 
I aOour Partv fur pledging to sign about the British veto In Europe, a word 
tip to ttic Social Chapter 'regauficss which was used prominently in the 
a* the British interest 1 . . . Comndttei report on David Wrflets? 


QUIP OF THE DAY 


9 

UNAN 

9 


Tim Renton (C. Suas«5 MkOrdemd bo a newspaper article by 
the Chancellor. hMdfintid “Britain can be champs In Europe, 
like Manchester Urttacf. John MaJtrmpWd 'It my honorouable 
tnend Win torsive me, I often ham enough trouble with my own 
(oatoall team'. 


UNANSWERED QUESTION 


Campbell -Savaun IL Vtorkington} managed to comer the Prime 
Minister over tax asking whether Die government figures on 
LiutkKi 'showed tfwf ter mans of avsra# family income would 
be paid to the Government ... yes or no*. Maio said he had 
already answered the question twice. - - 


CREEP OF THE DAY 


Sir David Hunt prea ch *! about the ‘outstanding reputation' erf 
the Civil Service, and criticised Labour leaks, saying it ivas 
damaging the government and Parttamenr. This allowed the 
Prime Munster to atteduecent Labour comments welcoming 
leaks. ~ Compiled ty Sam COal 



History repeats Itself; Robert Peers attempt to repeal the Com Laws in 1846 caused as great a spilt in the Tory partyas John Major faces today over Europe 


Anthony Bevins 

PoSticat Editor 
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think 


The Conservatives are as splir 
over Europe as they were over 
the Corn Laws, which divided 
the parly for more than 23 
years in the last century, a Cab- 
inet source told The Independent 
yesterday. 

The source added the warn- 
ing: “Disunited parties can’t ex- 
pert to win elections.'’ 

He said that Labour was just 
as divided as the Conservative 
Party, bur it was better at con- 
cealing its rifis. 

- Dissident Tbries had been 
cansing difficulties for years, but 
they bad become more promt- 
nest because of the Govern- 
ment's small majorityagad 
because of their promonftow 


“And we must ensure dial 
flexfeility cannot be used by oth- 
ers to escape the obligations of 
an open single market, a strong 
competition policy, and a com- 
mon commercial polity. 

. * Above all, we must ensure 
that if groups in the Union 
want to wiaire use of our com 
mem institutions for their own 
purposes, they have the agree- 
ment of all those with a' stake m 
those institutions.” Mr Rrtfcind , 
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depth of di e T b iy rift wasde- 
fivered as thePaeeigQ Secretary, 
Malcolm Riflrfnd, opened the 
second day of a Commons de- 
bateon Europe - with a blunt 
warning to. Brussels that any 
Conservative government 
would be pressing for a multi- 
tier Europe. 

Hetold the House that 
Jacques Santer, President of the 
European Commission, had 
said that the hour of truth was 
approaching when the United 
Jungdom a wouki have to decide 
whether it believed in Europe 
asairee trade area, or as a po- 
litical union. 

“It is remmisoent of choices 
which used to be urged upon 
British governments: Common- 
wealth or Europe? America or 
Europe? These have always 
been srisc choice s because reahty 
lies between suefa poles." 

The European Union was 
more than a free trade area be- 
cause of the single market, 
backed by supranational rales 
and institutions like the Euro- 
pean Court. “But if Europe is 
more than a free trade area, it 
is also less than a federal state 
and must remain so.” 

Mr Rifltind argued for a flex- 
ible approach to EU develop- 
ment. with different groups of 
nations taking different ap- 
proaches to different issues, as 
the UK was doing cm Econom- 
ic and Monetary Unkm and the 
social chapter. There are dan- 
gers as well as potential benefits 
in that approach,” Mr Rifkind 
said “We must avoid creating a 
process whereby vanguard 
groups establish joint practices 
and policies w inch aD are ex- 
pected to follow over time. 


ference (hat the Government* 
would veto any attempt to hijack 
the Russels machinery for pro- 
jects that were not approved. 

A Government source said 
that there was no question of 
John Major vetoing an inter-gp*- 
^.ernmental conference agree- 
ment at Amsterdam in June - 
because votes were nevertakeiL 
If the Conservatives won the 
'next election,!! would be dear 
to EU partners that the UK 
would reject a package that did 
not meet Mr Majors require- 
ments on fisheries quota-hop- 


Tf Europe is 
more than a free 
trade area, it is 
also less than a 
federal state and 
must remain so’ 


ping and the use of healt h and 
safety rules to introduce “back- 
door” measures like the 48-hoor 
working timedirective- 

Tbe source said that if Labour 
won the election, h could be ex- 
pected to sefl the pass on qual- 
ified majority voting and the 
social chapter, but Mr Major 
would resist any such proposals. 

As any new treaty would re- 
quire unanimity, and Mr Major 
would withhold bis approval 
from anything that further en- 
trenched political integration, 
there woulabe no new treaty un- 
til he was satisfied on all fronts. 

Mr Rifkind told The House - 
last night- “The Opposition, 
through thefr inexperience and 
naivety, have become a menace 
to Britain. 

“They are weakening 
Britain's position ...by encour- 
aging outer governments to 
wait until after our general elec- 
tioo in the hope that some of 

tiKOTCrtKaalnegotiaiingobjeo- 

tiveswiS then fall into their lap.” 
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Labour under fire 
over Police Bill 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affaire Editor 
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The new leader rfthe 9^00 bar- 
risters in England and Wales 
launched a stinging attack last 
night on die Labour Party for 
failing to oppose the Govern- 
ment’s "law and order” pro- 
gramme. 

Robert Owen QC who takes 
over as chairman of the Bar on 
1 January, said in his inaugur- 
al speech that the opposition 
had “failed lamentably’' to pro- 
mote a proper debate over the 
proposals for mandatory sen- 
tences and new police powers 
to conduct bugging and covert 
searches without warrants. 

“The Pohce £lQ now before 
Parliament raises constitution- 
al Issues of extraordinary im- 
portance." Mr Owen said. “It 
will permit the police covertly 


to invade private jMOfwrty 10 
place electronic h st ening de- 
vices. Barristers chambers and 

solicitors offices' are not ex- 
cluded. The proposals wfll 
therefore also be an jnvasmnof 

legal professoral privfle^. The 


er should be subject J o tte 

samr constraints as a search 


w arrant , namgymanBCseiwP 

should be authorised by the ju- 
diciary. 

“What is of thegteatt® con- 
cern is that at present the pro- 
posals are not opposed by the 
Opposition- It has been left to 
the law lords and to the Liber- 
al Democrats in Parfianient” 

Mr Owen accused both gov- 
ernment and opposition of ap- 
pearing to be “prepared to 
sacrifice important constitu- 
tional p ri ncip les to short te™ 
political advantage”. 
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pi Top names line 
up in Chelsea 
for Scott’s seat 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Political Correspondent 

Hi^h-profiJe contenders were 
lining up last night for the seat 
of the deposed former minister 
Sir Nicholas Scott. 

But as senior officials in his 
Kensington and Chelsea seat 
met to begin choosing a re- 
placement, some whose names 
had been mentioned were rul- 
ing themselves out. 

Among those who have con- 
firmed that they are interested 
in replacing Sir Nicholas are the 
former defence minister Alan 
Clark and MP Terry Dicks. 

Other MPs who are expect- 
ed to take part in the contest for 
one of the Conservatives’ safest 
seats are the Northern Ireland 
minister Sir John Wheeler and 
the Shorehana MP Michael 
Stephen, both of whose seals 
have been affected by boundary 
changes. 

Two other names were being 
mentioned last night as possi- 
ble contenders. They were Mar- 
tin Howe, £urt>-sceptic nephew 
of the former foreign secretary 
Sir Geoffrey, and Joan Han- 
ham. leader of Kensington and 
Chelsea borough council. 

Last week the association 
refused to endorse Sir 
Nicholas's continued candida- 
cy alter he was found face-down 
on a pavement after a drinks 
party at this year’s Conservative 


conference in Bournemouth. It 
is moving quickly to replace 
him, with a dosing date for ap- 
plications an 3 January. ' 

More outlandish suggestions 
on the future of the seat include 
speculation that it was being 
“kept w arm ” by Sir Nicholas for 
Chris Fatten, who wQl return 
from his post as governor of 
Hong Kong next year. An al- 
ternative version suggests that 
the party might support Joan 
Hanham on condition that she 
steps down after one lean to 
make way for Michael Forsyth, 
Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, who is expected to lose his 
seat at the general election. 

Among those who were 
thought less likely to stand was 
Hartley Booth, MP, who suc- 
ceeded Margaret Thatcher in 
Finchley and who lost his junior 
ministerial post after a liaiso n 
with a researcher. 

One friend of Mr Booth said 
last night that although bis seat 
had also been hit by boundary 
changes, he would be more 
likely to seek a new one outside 
London because the media in 
the capital would be more like- 
ly to keep raking up his past. 

Andrew Dalton, chairman 
of the Kensington and Chelsea 
parly, had also been mentioned 
as a strong contender for the 
post Last night he said he had 
been pressed hard to stand by 
both officials and members of 



3 


the association, but had finally 

decided not to do so. 

“I have come to the conclu- 
sion that flattering though that 
might be and much as 1 might 
want to do it, I think for the sake 
of the integrity of the process 
and myself this is not one to do,” 
he said. 

Mr Dalton said the party 
was willing to consider candi- 
dates who were sot on Con- 
servative Central Office's 
approved list of candidates. It 
would certainly be happy to 
meet local party members who 
were interested or possibly 
“people of achievement” from 
elsewhere. He suggested some- 
one prominent in the world of 
business might be an appropri- 
ate candidate. 
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in the flesh: Agriculture minister Tony BaWry visiting Smithfield market in London yestemay « SJSSfof ^ ™ iSJSZTr* 
on a move by his boss Douglas Hogg; the Minister of Agriculture, to get the goehead ata ™ * 

selective cun of up to 100,000 cattle. It could lead to an early lifting of the export ban on beef for Northern Ireland Photograph. Andrew Buurman 
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Hot seat Names hi the frame for the Kensington constituency 
include (clockwise from top): Alan dark,Terry Dicks and Sir 
John Wheeler; even Chris Patten (left) has been mentioned 

Benefit audit 
foils because 
of fraud 


Christian Wolmar 

Warminster Correspondent 


and overspending ieo 
Bourn, the comptroller and 
auditor general, to 
ratify the accounts ofwelfare 
payments for the eighth year 

TTreport issued by the 

National Audit Office O^AO , 

Sir John qualified his audit 

opinion on the Benefits Aget^y 
1995/6 accounts tecauseUhad 
spent more than was approved 

^rliameni, there ma- 
terial emir in jncome support 

and family credit awards,^ 

spending was “materially af- 
fected" by fraud- 
Overspending in 

r-i 03^25 

ffc fourth success 

While SitJ..hnucccP^.«- 

S^whUrh Counted 10 
£§4 W4m. is •JWfi™ 11 ' ^ rc ‘ 
Sed Sure oflhe agency to 

Q SN £ AoS™ Bfai “ 

toSJUd ^ong ealculauons.lt 


also found that family credit 
payments, on which £I.7bn is 
spent, had a higher rate of in- 
accuracy. Research revealed 
that 10.6 per cent of family cred- 
it awards contained an error, 
which suggests that there are 
£29.8m of overpayments (1.7 
per cent) and underpayments of 
f 11.6m (0.7 per cent). 

The NAO report acknowl- 
edges that efforts being made 
by the agency to tackle fraud 
have improved, and found that 
in 1995 / 6 , the agency received 
a payback of more than £5 for 
every £1 invested in anti-fraud 
measures. 

The national “Beat a Cheat 
campaign - a hotline for mem- 
bers of the public to report ben- 
efit fraudsters - resulted m 
more than 50,000 calls m the 
first six weeks of its operation. 
Other measures being under- 
taken include an increase m 
home visits to claimants, and 
more cross-checking of 
information. 

Sir John also says that the 
Benefits Agency needs to take 
action to ensure that losses are 
reported to 
promptly. At the end of Man* 
1996 , 290,000 potential over- 
payment cases were awaiting m- 
JSgatiaa to deteraune 
whether the amounts should be 


6 1 Class Xm. Volf JjCentfal 


security benefits and other pay- 
ments. NAO. 
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Give a young person a Book Token 
and you’re launching them on a journey 
of discovery that could take them, literally 
anywhere. 

Because what you’re really giving them is 
one of the mosr exciting and imporranr gifts 
theyTl ever receive: the gift of reading. 

And by giving them a Book Token you re 
giving them the fun and freedom to choose 
thoir own direction. 

• In fact, you’re giving them a gift that’s 




just as entertaining as any computer game 
or video. 

Because reading is the one gift char truly 
exercises rheir imagination. 

And with over a million books currently 
in print and virtually every bookshop in the 
country selling and exchanging tokens 
(over 3000 ar the last count!) that’s not 
a bad choice. 

So light the blue couchpaper - by giving 
a Book Token. 


Book Tokens can be exchanged for any books, 
books on tape, or books on CD. 
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Where sheep 
may safely 
graze. (But 
at everyone 
else’s cost) 
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Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

Conservationists have called 
on the Government to clamp 
down on the overgrazing by 
sheep which is damaging 
wildlife across swaths of 
Britain's uplands. 

The heather, the most char- 
acteristic plant of our treeless 
high hills and mountains, the 
mountain hare, ground-nest- 
ing birds like the golden plover 
and the hen harrier arc among 
those species suffering from 
high densities of sheep. 

"They are litemilv nibbling 
away the wildlife value of the 
uplands and leaving farmers 
with a long-term problem." 
said botanist and environmen- 
talist David Bellamy, president 
of the nation's network of 
wUdlire trusts. 

“HiDs and moors that used to 
be a blaze of purple heather in 


late August are now a uniform 
green colour - much like a 
suburban lawn. They are just a 
shadow of their former glory." 

A report from the trusts. 
Crisis in ate Hills , points out that 
the number of sheep in the UK 
has risen by more than a third 
in the last 20 years to 44 million 
- which means four sheep for 
every five human inhabitants. 
Wales, northern England and 
parts of Greece have the high- 
est slocking densities for sheep 
in (he European Union. 

It cites government research 
which shows at least half of the 
country's moorland heather is 
in a poor or suppressed condi- 
tion. liable to further reductions 
and damage by sheep grazing. 

There are about 6U0U0 farm- 
ers working (he uplands. They 
mostly cam far less than (heir 
lowland, crop-growing coun- 
terparts but they have the bulk 
of Britain's grazing animals. 
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Under threat: The number of sheep in Britain has risen sharply over the last 20 years and the increase in grazing Is destroying wildlife habitats . Photograph: Hofyvanf^ariow 


Their land is designated by 
government as a "less favoured 
area" because of the harsh cli- 
mate and poor soil, and this en- 
titles them to subsidy for each 
sheep and head of cattle they 


keep. This amounts to about £30 
per annum for each breeding 
ewe; the subsidies totalled 
£655m last year. 

This payment per bead bas 
encouraged the overstocking. 


While the more fragile upland 
habitats can tolerate fewer than 
two ewes per hectare without, 
deterioration, in some areas 
there are more than seven. 

Over the years more and 


more sheep have been spend- 
ing die entire year on the hills, 
rather than' only the summers, 
with farmers giving them sup- 
plementary feed through the 
long winters. This has snarply 
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exacerbated 'the grazing and 
eroaon damage. 

In 1994, the subsidies were re- 
formed with incentives to en- 
courage lower stocking 
densities, but the wildlife trusts 
- which have 260,000 support- 
ers and 2,000 nature reserves be- 
tween them - say the changes 
did not go nearly far enough. 

The report calls for several 
further changes - the most 
fundamental of which is to 
scrap subsidies based on the 
number of animals and replace 
them with payments based 
only on die area of land- a 
former manages. - 

A spokesman far the Ministry 


of Agriculture said: “We-are try-' 
mg to strike ahaJance between 
environmental issues and main- 
taining viable farming, and this 
balance has shifted towards the 
environment.'' 

Voluntary premium pay- 
ments were available for form: 
ers who reduced the density of 
sheep in sensitive areas. Fur- 
thermore, the Government had 
powers to withdraw subsidies 
when areas became severely 
overgrazed and it had occa- 
sion^ threatened to use them. 
“But we prefer to work on a voF 
untaiy, goodwill basis when 
there is a problem/' the 
spokesman added. . . 
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Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

Students on teacher-training 
courses could be able to sue 
their universities if a planned 
boycott of inspections by lec- 
turing unions means depart- 
ments lose accreditation. 

'. Union members in universi- 
ty education departments 
agreed yesterday to continue 
then - disruption of inspections 
in 'protest over pay, which has 
already affected at least three 
teacher-training institutions. 

The Association of University 
Teachers (AUT), whose mem- 
bers voted for the action in Oc- 
tober, also acknowledged the 
boycott could ultimately leave 
the door open far trainee teach- 
ers to take legal action against 


Ofoted, the schools watdidpg 
winch also inspects university 
education departments and 
teacher-training colleges on be- 
half of the Teacher Training 
Agency, would be unable to re- 
port back on its findings to the 
agency. 

The TEA might then decide 
to hold back funding from these 
departments and. possibly, also 
to withdraw accreditation. Stu- 
dents who applied to an insti- 
tution. only to • find its 
accreditation withdrawn during 
their course, might have 
grounds to sue. 

The decision to continue 
bkxdang inspections puts the ed- 
ucation departments in direct 
confrontation with Ofsted, 
which yesterday reinforced its 
bullish tine on the stano- *>££ 

A spokesman said: “We have 
a duty to inspect teacher-train- 
ing colleges wherever we am 
We cannot guarantee to 
reschedule inspections and thus 
wc might not be able io give the 
reports to the Teacher Training 
Agency that it needs for its 
wort" 

The TEA passed responsi- 
bility back to Ofsted. saying the 
agency had a legal responsibil- 
ity to go into departments and 
secure information. However, it 


stressed that withdrawal of ac- 
creditation happened only as a 
Iasi resort at the end of a long 
process. 

Tom \V2soo, AUT assistant 
general secretary, said it was 
“most unlikely that any mean- 
ingful form of inspection would 
now take place”. . 

The possibility of legal action 
by students might come “some £ 
way down the line” be said, *' 
though any attempt tty the TEA 
to withdraw accreditation would 
be strongly resisted by the 
union. Students on tins year's 
courses would not be affected. 

TTie AUT is due to meet wrth 
employers today together with 
the conciliation service Aras m 
an attempt to resolve the dis- 
pute. 

However, it is already jxepar- 


The union is 
already 
preparing to 
ballot members 
on taking 
further action 

ing to ballot members On tak- 
ing further action in the pay 


university admissions and ex- 
aminations next year. 

An arimfeonns hnpeott would 
affect around S5QJD00 school- 
leavers hoping to en ter higher 
education oetf annmut 
The imiwssity pay dispute in- 
volves a cross-section of staff 
from porters to professors- 
White-collar staff, including 
academics, administrators and 
technicians, have been offered 
a 14 per cenipay rise, while 
manual workers haw been of- 
fered 15 per cenL : . - 
The disiHxteiftOfflgReti ® 24- 
hour strike tot month by 
around 100,000 eanpktyees last 
month, bringug Britsh uni- 
versities abnirea to a standstill. 
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A Cority Trouser Press is an inspired 
Christmas gift 

It makes both giver and recover - 
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r Theatre voted top attraction for tourists, vindicating one man’s dream 



Global vision: Already, more than 300,000 tourists have visited the South Bank venue Photograph: Edward Sykes 



Dime Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The introduction of a mini- 
mum wage would .do more to 
help the better off than it would 
to benefit the very poor, ac- 
cording to new research. 

So many of the poorest peo- 

pk; are wi^oirt work that a min- 
imum wage - one of the Labour 
Party's concrete policy com- 
mitments - would do very little 
to relieve poverty. 

What's more, even if it were 
set at a level which did not de- 
stroy jobs initially, up rating the 
mirumum wage m line with the 
typical level of earnings could 
raise unemployment in future. 

Increasing inequality has 
boosted support for the intro- 
duction of a legal floor for 
wages, but a paper published to- 
day by. the Institute for Fiscal 
Studies, a respected, indepen- 
dent think-tank,- suggests mat it 
is not a useful weapon for tack- 
ling unfairness in incomes. 

Amanda Golfing, author of 
the paper, concludes: “Because 
most of the poor are not in 
work, a minimum wage is not a 
good way to redistribute income 
from foe rich to the poor. 

“Most of those who gain will 
be couples where both partners 
work and young single people 
living with their parents. These 
people are richer than the un- 
employed or many pension- 
ers." 

However, a minimum wage 
would benefit twice as many 
women as men. as low pay is a 
predominantly female phe- 
nomenon. 


Incentive seen in 
cutting benefit 


Children from poor 
backgrounds could be - 
encouraged to stay on at ; 

school if frey were paid an 
allowance from the age of 
16, foe institute’s repeat 
also suggested. 

Abolishing child benefit 
for 16- to 18-year-olds and 
paying them foe £10.80 a 
week allowance instead 
would be a relatively cheap 
initiative, it said. Such a 
move -based on a schema 
introduced in Australia a 
decade ago - would not 
make poorer families worse 
off because their income 
support would be 
increased, it was argued. 
The scheme - costing 
£170m and affecting a 
million 16-1 8-year-olds - - 
“should be given serious 
consideration if school 
participation is to be 
increased among children 
from poor backgrounds". 


has been fierce. Ms Gosling says 
there is evidence font a legal 
mfnimiim would oot raise un- 
employment within a certain 


The incomes of foe lowest 
paid in foe economy have fall- 
en further and further behind 
during foe past two decades. 
The number of families on in- 
comes below 60 per cent of foe 
average doubled between 1977 
and 1991. 

Supporters of foe minimum 
wage have argued that it would 
help to reduce income in- 
equality, although debate about 
whether or not it would cast jobs 


range of wages. 
She' 


calculates the effect on 

income of various levels of 
minimum wage, assuming it 
does not raise joblessness. Sig- 
nificant numbers of people on 
lew pay would see their incomes 
rise. A minimum wage of £3 
would boost pay for 7 per cent 
of foe workforce, while a £450 
minimum would help abou 1 30 
per cent- IS million people and 
7.8 milli on people respectively. 

A higher proportion of the 
poorest families where someone 
has a job would gain than of the 
better-off families. 

A £350 minimum would help 
two- fifths of the bottom 10 per 
cent of foe earnings distribution 
compared to one-fifth of those 
in the middle. Yet nearly a 
tenth of foe richest 10 per cent 
of families would also benefit. 

Looking at total household 
income, which includes those 
with no work, there would be no 
redistribution. 

Even a £3 minimum wage 
benefits those at the top of the 
income distribution far more 
than those at foe bottom. 

Ms Gosling also warns that 
if the minimum wage is tied by 
some formula to average earn- 
ings, then a decline in the pro- 
ductivity of the low-paid relative 
to foe average would be likely 
to cause unemployment. 

What the policy would do, by 
replacing in-work benefits such 
as family credit, is stop subsi- 
dising exploitative employers. 
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How you can help the 
victims of child abuse 


Glenda Cooper 


As abuse scandals continue to 
be exposed in children's homes 
around the country, we would 
like you to support our Victims 
of Abuse appeal to help chil- 
dren who have been made to 
suffer in this way. 

Earlier this year, foe terrible 
toil of yean of abuse for more 


than 100 children in Ctwyd was 
highlighted in this newspaper, 
and was the launch-pad for a 
campaign which eventually won 
government action to tighten 
standards in children's homes. 

This week we revealed that 
police are seeking 3.000 children 
who may have been part of an- 
other scandal in the North- 
west. 


THE IN D [• PEN DENT/NSPCC 

Victims of Abuse Appeal 
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Amount of d o n ation ...... . 

Hwie nufe* mtt.ybtar cbeqna/postal order ton 
Th* IndefMiKiaot/NSFCC Victims of Abus* Appeal, 
and send tot Hto lRdependant. PO Box 4011 
Om Canada Square,. Canary Wharf, London E14 5BB 
. - t Hm NSPCC b a ragfgtuwf eharfty 11*216401' ' 


Our Christmas appeal is in 
support of projects run by the 
National Society for foe Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Children 
including its helpline, direct 
support to help children who 
have been abused and to help 
prevent future abuse. 

Countless children’s stories in 
the community or residential 
care have never been heard 
The NSPCC Britain’s leading 
charity specialising in child pro- 
tection and prevention of cru- 
elty runs over 120 projects 
throughout England and Wales 
and Northern Ireland offering 
counselling and therapy to 
abused children as well as car- 
rying out its own investigations 
into allegations of child abuse 

The charity relies on public 
donations for 85 per cent of its 
income. 

We would like you to con- 
tribute between now and 
Christmas. Ybur money will gi 
to help projects such os fo 


nelp 

NSPCC’s freephone helpline 
which takes on average 1,200 a 
week, the London Investigation 
Team which works with police 
and social services ro investigate 
paedophiles and foe Kaleido- 
scope project in Newcastle 
which treats children who have 
abused other children. 


Join the movement, switch to Virgin Radio now i 
To listen to the " World's Best Rock Station” (New 
York Radio Awards ) tunc in to Virgin Radio on the 
following frequencies: Nationwide on 1215 and I 197- 
1260am/m\y; stereo on Sky and cable. London and the 
South East on 105 * Sim stereo. 

CcnSiiicrt, c.‘ cic'um'yi.' Virgin Rodio Orange pfcenc iffen 1 «i - ... - 


V.T^it> Radio eempetass* & cr'at.; stR&tton,: ... 


riations of Tourism Journal- 
ists, an umbrella organisation 
representing travel writers in 
eight countries. 

Yesterday foe actor Julian 
Glover, a member of the 
Globe’s artistic directorate, ac- 
cepted foe Golden Star Award 
at a ceremony at foe theatre. 

The judging panel picked 
foe Globe because it was an at- 
traction in itself, a place of 
entertainment and a catalyst in 
contributing to the regeneration 
of the Bankside area of London. 

Mark Rylance, foe artistic di- 
rector of foe Globe, said: “Ibis 
citation is a huge tribute to the 
international success of Shake- 
speare’s Globe. More than 
300,000 visitors have come to 
sold-out performances during 
our 19% prologue season, to the 
exhibitions, and as students of 
all ages to attend workshops at 
our education centre.'’ 

Projects voted on for these in- 
ternational tourism awards have 
to have a strong international 
presence and be a major tourist 


Shakespeare’s Globe 
becomes a stage 
for all the world 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


The Globe Theatre in London, 
which will have its first foil sea- 
son next year, has been voted 
foe top tourist attraction in 
Europe more than 40 years af- 
ter the idea was first mooted to 
re-create an Elizabethan 
theatre near the site of Shake- 
speare's original Globe. 

It will also be seen as a trib- 
ute to foe persistence of foe late 
Sam Wanamaker. the American 
actor who fought for years to 
build foe theatre. Wanamaker 
arrived in London in foe Fifties 
mid was appalled to discover 
there was no fitting memorial to 
Shakespeare’s theatre. 

He fought against indiffer- 
ence and at times hostility to re- 
build the venue near its original 
site, and launched several fund- 
raising campaigns. Although 
he died in 1993, he saw work 
start on the building. 

The accolade comes from foe 
European Federation of Asso- 


attraction. The Globe scores 
highly in both areas. It has dif- 
ferent European nations rep- 
resented in its cast and its work 
force. 

The number of visitors com- 
ing to the Globe, even when it 
is not open for a performance, 
now stamfc at 500 a day. 

Sandra Moretlo, tourism 
manager at foe Globe, said: “We 
still have to raise £65m from 
private funding to complete 
exhibition and education facil- 
ities and an international award 
like this gives foe Globe extra 
lustre.” 

The prologue season used a 
temporary stage. A permanent 
one is currently being erected. 

The first full season begins 
next May, when Richard Olivi- 
er, son of foe late Lord Olivi- 
er, will direct Mark Rylance 
in Henry V. In foe meantime, 
visitors can see master crafts- 
men, Chambers and plasterers at 
work, using foe bunding tech- 
niques and materials of 400 
years ago. 
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international 


significant shorts 


SA truth French stands 

commission out against US 

pardons four in UN ejection 

South Africa’s post* The UN Security Council 

apartheid “truth resumed the search for a 

commission" pardoned four new UN Secretaiy-General 

anti-democracy white with no sign France is 

bombers and three anti- softening opposition to Lhe 
apartheid black vigilantes for presumed US favourite, 
human rights crimes in the ' apparently to pav back 
final days of white rule. 

Ruling on 16 applications, 
the Truth and RecondHatian 
Commission (TRC) headed 


by Archbishop Desmond 
Tbtu granted and refused 
applications by self- 
confessed perpetrators of 
human lights crimes on both 
sides of the struggle over 
apartheid. The whites given 
amnesty were four right- 
wingers responsible for 
bombings shortly after 
the ANC began democracy 
talks with then president FW 
de Klerk's white-led 
National Party. 

The three blacks 
pardoned were members of 
an ANC-aligned self-defence 
unit that killed three black 
gangsters terrorising their 
township near Kroons tad. 
Reuter -Cape Town 


Romanian role 


_ tybaefc 
for blocking a 
second term for Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali 
France has consistently 
voted against the UN Under 
Secretary Kofi Annan, from 
Ghana, the strongest 
candidate to emerge in two 
days of unofficial balloting in 
the 15-member council. Mr 
Annan is the only one of 
four candidates to surpass 
the nine council votes 
required for election. 
Diplomatic sources said Mr 
Annan won 12 votes in the 
first two rounds on 
Wednesday and 11 m the 
third. AP - New York 


Accord for 
Guatemala 

Guatemalan rebels and 
government leaders signed 
an accord aimed at ending 
36 years of civil war. The 


for Hungarians 

” ' ” J ‘ aimed at reinserting the 


Romania's new President, 

Emil Constantioescu, 
yesterday swore in a new 
government which for the 
first time in the country’s 
history contains 
representatives of the ethnic 
Hungarian minority. 

The new coalition 
government, headed by 
Victor Ciorbea, 42, promised A Tfrpplr in Q Irfb 
extensive economic reforms vvt.dv Hi a uic 
and a campaign against 
crime and corruption. 

Adrian Bridge 


rebels into society. The final 
peace treaty, negotiated over 
seven years, wfil be signed in 
Guatemala, officially ending 
Central America's last and 
longest civil war. 

AP- Madrid 


Burma student 
damp down 

The Burmese military 
warned it would not tolerate 
rivil disturbances in the 
capital, Rangoon, after 
thousands of students, 
mainly from two universities 
in the city, last week 
launched anti-government 
street protests. More than 
860 protestors were briefly 
detained and then freed. 
Reuter - Rangoon 


as a monk 

Prince Norodom Ranariddh, 
the co-Premier of 
Cambodia, had his head and 
eyebrows shaved in a 
ceremony at the royal palace 
yesterday, marking his 
forma] entry into lhe 
monkhood for one week. 

Ranariddh, who is 
following a long royal family 
tradition by briefly serving as 
a monk, said he hoped that 
entering the monkhood 
would also “calm his 
politics’", an apparent 
reference to recent tensions 
with his coalition partner, 
co-Premier Hun Sen. 
Reuter- Phnom Penh 


Speaking to the nation: Reforms of today are building: blocks for the France of tomorrow 



Time to trust President 
Chirac was due to teD the 
pubSc that the government 

was on coarse 

Photograph: Reuters 


stem the 
rising tide 
of gloom 



Mary Dejevsky 

Paris 


President Jacques Chirac bowed to 
pressure from senior Gaullist politi- 
cians and addressed the French nation 
last night in his first television broad- 
• cast since Bastille Day on 14 July. With 
the popularity of the government still 
declining and a succession of policy Li- 
tmus prompting questions about 
France's govern ability, the consensus 
in France was that it was high time for 
the President to pronounce. 

Mr Chirac, who is known to be de- 
liberately sparing with presidential 
broadcasts so as not to debase the 
genre, was believed to have planned 
an address several weeks ago. But the 
crisis in Zaire, the lorry drivers’ protest, 
a spate of corruption cases affecting 


Gaullist politicians, the terrorist bomb 
attack in Paris, and the fiasco of the 
aborted Thomson privatisation ap- 
parently convinced trim to wait for a 
quieter moment. 

Once the address had been an- 
nounced at the beginning of the week, 
Mr Chirac was bombarded with advice 

twfaat 
: itself briefed 
i political media 
and produced “informed sources" to 
give a foretaste of the content 



Mr Chirac would spend his 90 minutes 
trying to do exactly what his most au- 
thoritative critics had recommended: 
to combat the public mood of discon- 
tent by exp laining an overall political 
scheme and trying to convince people 
that the government was on course. 


An u nname d Gaullist minis ter was 
quoted as saying that Mr Chirac would 
present France as “living through a 
time of great change that was very dif- 
ficult and demanded great effort from 
everyone”. Mr Chirac, he said, would 
say that “the reforms of today" were 
preparing “the France of tomorrow”, 
just as tite reforms of General de 
Gaulle in 1958 had paved the way for 
the prosperity of the Sixties and 
Seventies. 

Mr Chirac was also expected to de- 
fine France’s “sodal state’* and bis com- 
mitment to it, and to restate his 
confidence in Alain Jupp 6 as Prime 
Minister. A possible cabinet reshuffle 
in the corning weeks would not be ruled 
out, though Mr Juppd would remain 
in charge. 

Behind the scenes, the biggest con- 


troversy was less aboutwhat Mr Chirac 
would say than how and to whom he 
would say iL To the irritation of broad- 
casters at the state televirion channels, 
this address was assigned to the com- 
mercial - and more down-market - 
channel, TF1. A new format was also 
devised, reportedly by Mr Chirac's 
counsellor, Jacques Pflhan, and his 
daughter Claude, who is his adviser on 
public relations. . 

As President, Mr Chirac has es- 
chewed the formal style of television 
address from bis Elys&e office in the 
manner of Grades de Gaulle, Georges 
Pompidou or Francois Mitterrand. 
He has never indulged either in the 
fireside chat, favoured by Vfcldiy Gis- 
card d'Estaing. 

Early in his presidency, he chose the 
televised press conference as his vehicle 


for communicating, but soon aban- 
doned it in favour of a semi-formal in- 
terview with one or two hand-picked 
political journalists. Each time, how- 
ever, there was criticism that the in- 
terviewers were too kind or too 
competitive between themselves. 

Last night, Mr Chirac faced ques- 
tions from a panel of five journalists, 
only one, Guillaume Durand - who 
chaired the televised Maastricht debate 
in 1992 - an established star of French 
political television. 

The idea of bringing in journal- 
ists who are not primarily political 
interviewers was apparently in- 
tended to make the audience feel 
that it was “their” questions and con- 
cerns that were being addressed, 
rather than those of the distant 
political caste. 





David Orr 

Nairobi 


Tens of thousands of Rwandan 
refugees have abandoned their 
camps in Tanzania, dashing 
hopes of an orderly return home 
of the country’s refugee popu- 
lation by the end of the year. By 
yesterday evening more than 
35,000 refugees had fled into the 
interior in order to avoid being 
sent back to Rwanda. 

Having fled their camps in 
north-western Tanzania, hordes 
of Rwandan Hutus are now 
beading south, perhaps in an ef- 
fort to gain entry into Zambia 
or Malawi Earher this month. 


Thnrania informed the Rwan- 
dan refugees they must return 
home by the end of December. 

“They do not want to return 
to Rwanda at all," admitted a 
representative of the United 
Nations High Commissioner 
of Refugees (UNHCR). “We 
have offered them assistance to 
return to their camps but they 
have rejected this.” 

Heavily armed Thnzanian 
troops moved into the area 
axotind the camps yesterday 
but it was undear whether they 
would try to prevent the re- 
maining refugees from escaping 
into tne Tanzanian interior. 
More than half a million Rwan- 


dans, members of their country's 
Hutu majority, have been living 
in Tanzania since 1994. They fled 
their country as TUtri rebels 
advanced to halt the genocide 
in which 800,000 Tutsis and 
moderate Hutus perished. 

Officials are blaming the ex- 
odus on intimidation by the 
Hutu extremists known as the 
Interahamwe. These extremists 
fear reprisals or prosecution for 
their role in the 1994 genocide 
if they return home under the 
current Tutsi-led regime. 

The flight of refugees marks 
a severe setback for the UNHCR 
which has been predicting the re- 
turn home of all Tanzania’s 
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CRACKING SURPRISES AT 
CRACKING PRICES 


Rwandan exiles by the end of this 
month. Despite protests from hu- 
man rights organisations such as 
Amnesty International, the UN- 
HCR derided to comply fulN 
with theThnzaman government's 
repatriation programme. 

“We are not forcing anyone 
out,” Musa Abirga of the 
refugee commission in Ngara 
said, “but we want to facilitate 
those who want to return.'” . 

A UNHCR official told The 
Independent earlier this week 
there were signs most refugees 
in Tanzania wanted to go home. 
The voluntary return of more 
than 4,000 Rwandans this 
month led the agency to believe 
that all the refugees would leave 
of their own will. A further 
10,000 indicated they, would be 
going back to Rwanda this 
weekend, once the distribution 
of food in the camps around 
Ngara had been completed. 

It now appears the UN 
agency badly misread the sig- 
nals. It was presumed that af- 
ter the return home of more 
than half a million Rwandans 
from eastern Zaire last month, 
their counterparts in the Thn- 
zanian camps would follow. 
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But the refugees in Zaire were 
forced out by Rwandan-backed 
rebels who broke the power of 
the Interahamwe in the camps. 
No such neutralisation of Hutu 
extremist power has taken place 
in Tanzania. The first intima- 
tions that the repatriation pro- 
gramme might not run as 
planned caxuC earliert bus week 
when 15,0(30 Rwandans left 
their camps in north-western 
Tanzania after a propaganda 
campaign by Hutu hardliners. 

There is little doubt that the 
scare tactics ofthe Interahamwe 
have succeeded, though it is dif- 
ficult to gauge how much coer- 
cion the refugees are being 


subjected to. Rwandans inter- 
viewed by The Independent at 
Lumasi camp near Ngara insist- 
ed they would stay in Tanzania. 

“We’re not going back,” said 
Jean Twagirayezu. “1 heard that 
all the refugees in the Zairean 
camps were killed when they got 
back to Rwanda. 

When told that most of those 
from the Zairean cainps had safe- 
ly returned to their homeland, Mr 
TVagiiayezi replied that be bad 
no need of such information. 
Rwanda's government wanted to 
kill all Hutus, he said. If the 
camps were shut down, be and 
his family would spend Christmas 
hiding in the forest 
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DUBLIN SUMMIT 


Europe’s hard core takes solid form 


y In Dublin’s fair city.. .or the rockv 
road to Dublin? rocsy 

European Union leaders assem- 
bling in Dublin today for a two-day 
summit have a splendid tradition to 
maintain. Love it, or hate it, much 
of the recem history of the EU has 
been shaped by summits in Dublin. 

It was at Dublin in 1979 that Mar- 
garet Thatcher refused "half a loaf" 
3 u K i the scene for the row with 
other European governments over 
“my money" which dominated the 
early 1980s. It was at Dublin in 1984 
that commitments were given - by 
Mrs Thatcher, among others - that 
led to the 1992 Single Market cam- 
paign and the Single European Act, 
which consumed Euro-politics for 
five years. The Dublin su mmi t of 
1990 was dominated by the Franco- 
German ideas for monetary and po- 
litical union, which led directly to the 
Maastricht Treaty, EMU and a 
thousand Euro-sceptic tirades. 

And Dublin, December 1996? In 
one sense, this is just a wait-and-see 
summit. Wait and see who wins the 
British election next year. Whit and 


Major 


see what emerges from the negoti- 
ations on EU treaty reform which 
wall not end before next summer, at 
the earliest Wait and see which 
countries qualify and sign up for eco- 
nomic and monetary union at the 
start of the following year (when the 
playful sense of humour of EU 
timeiablers sends the early 1998 sum- 
mit to London). 

But Dublin 1996, today and to- 
morrow, may prove to be just as 
memorable as its predecessors. 

It may well be the occasion when 
the shadowy concept of a “core Eu- 
rope” - an inner group of states, 
ready to push ahead of the others - 
will be given flesh and bone. It may 
enshrine the year 2001 as the new 
1992; the target date for the EU to 
deliver its 40-year-old promise of 
complete freedom of movement 
for its people (not just their goods 
and services) within a common bor- 
der. And since the British, in the 
shape of Messrs Major and Rifkicd, 
are hkely to sit (metaphorically) sulk- 
ing in the corner while both these 

ideas are agreed in principle, Dublin 


John Lichfield, 

Chief Foreign 
Writer, argues 
that this may be 
a meeting that 
marks a historic 
change in the 
European Union 



In a corner: John Major and Malcolm Rrfkrnd, Dublin outsiders 


could mark the beginning of a 

process rrf mar gmalfcaf w in nf tho \ Ty 
which may. or may not, be inter- 
rupted by the result of t he general 
election. 

EU finance ministers we re meet- 
ing in Dublin yesterday to try to re- 
solve the differences between Paris 
and Bonn over who will run eco- 
nomic policy in the “euro zone” af- 
ter the angle currency - the euro - 
becomes a reality in 1999. This is not 


just a technical dispute. It reaches 
to the heart of the way Germany and 
France have nxn their economics and 
the way the euro wfll be managed. 
Germany wants the management of 
the cun-ency left mostly to the tech- 
nocrats of the new European cen- 
tral bank in Frankfurt. France wants 
the bank (o be shadowed by a po- 
litical organisation - a stability coun- 
cil - which would set many of the 
parameters for management of the 


euro and take (he final, political de- 
cisions cm when to punish laggard 
member states. 

If Britain was likely to join EMU, 
we would surely back the French 
view that fundamental economic de- 
cisions should be made by politicians. 
As it is. the Major government is 
deeply suspicious of the “stability 
council”, because it fears that it will, 
in practice, become the mission 
control for a “core Europe”: a 


group of EU states which will pre- 
digest many aspects of EU and 
economic policy among themselves, 
pushing Britain and others to the 
margins. 

Originally the Dublin summit 
was also supposed to be an impor- 
tant staging-post in the process of 
EU institutional reform - the inter- 
governmental conference 
launched earlier this year. By gen- 
era) agreement, serious discussion 
of many of the most bitterly con- 
tested issues, particularly the na- 
tional veto and the voting power of 
larger countries, wfli be delayed un- 
til after the UK election. Bui the 
French and Germans arc seeking 
preliminary discussion of another of 
the potential building blocks of 
“core Europe”: the idea that the 
treaty should be changed to allow 
groups of like-minded countries to 
go ahead with new. common Euro- 
pean policies, even if another mem- 
ber slate objects. Britain insists any 
individual stale should be able to 
block a new policy, even one it docs 
not have to to take pan in. France 


and Germany say unwilling states 
should be able to stand aside but not 


block the others. 

What kind of new policies? The 
most obvious candidate would be the 
proposals to be tabled by the Irish 
government today for rapid progress 
in the demolition of internal EU bar- 
riers to the movement of individu- 
als. Dublin suggests this should be 
completed by 2001, making it just as 
easy to travel, or move home, from, 
say, Antwerp to Naples, as within 
one country. To make this possible, 
new common policies, under formal 
EU law, are suggested for immi- 
gration, asylum-seekers, visas, and 
the fight against organised crime, 
drugs and terrorism. 

Britain begs to differ, arguing that 
control of national borders is one of 
the fundamental prerogatives, and 
badges of office, of a sovereign 
state. Dublin is an awkward place for 
Her Majesty's Government to have 
to make this argument. Why has sov- 
ereign Britain never felt the need for 
a systematically policed border with 
Ireland? 


prepares 
for final 
conflict 




Sarah Hefrn 

Dublin 


As John Major headed to Dublin for prob- 
ably his last showdown at a European sum- 
mit. Tony Blair, the Labour leader, was 
already in Dublin forging European ties 
and preparing to take his seat on the Eu- 
ropean stage. 

Mr Major is today expected to dadi with 
his European partners during discussions 
Jnn a draft treaty on European reform. He 
is expected to oppose a series of possible 


changes to the treaty, including suggestions 
at border controls should be dropped 


that border controls should be dropped 
and qualified majority voting increased. 

The Prime Minister will also come un- 
der new pressure in Dublin over the sin- 
gle currency. Finance ministers, including 
Kenneth Darke, the Chancellor, seemed 
last night to be on the verge of reaching 
a deal on a. stability pact, which sets out 
rules and fines for governing the euro-zone. 

Today the design of the euro bank notes 
will be unveiled in Dublin by the Euro- 
pean Monetary Institute, the European 
central bank in-waiting. The decision to 
present the notes at the summit is intended 
to boost the single currency project and 
to capture the imagination of the public. 

While clashes between Mr Major and 
other leaders seem inevitable, Britain’s 
partners know it is more likely to be Mr 
Blair than Mr Major who will decide 
whether to take Britain into the single cur- 
rency and who will be signing the new EU 
reform treaty on behalf of Britain. 

The treaty signature is due to take place 
t at the Amsterdam summit in June, after 
* the general election. The decision on 
whether (o join the first wave of EMU must 
he taken hv early 1998. 

In the first real sign that Mr Blair is 
launching shadow negotiations with 
Britain's European partners ahead of a 
British election, the Labour leader flew to 
Dublin to attend a pre-summit meeting of 
Socialist leaders. It is the fust time Mr Blair 
has attended such a gathering since he be- 
come Labour leader. 

Mr Blair also held talks lusL night with 
Wim Kok, Prime Minister of the Nether- 
lands. Mr Kok will become a key figure m 
the treatv reform negotiations when the 
Netherlands takes over the EU presiden- 
cy in January. He is believed to have probed 
Sir Blair on Labour's position on further 
integration. European leaders have de- 
liheratch- fudged the most controversial ar- 
eas of reform - such as a reduction in the 
national veto - because they know Mr Ma- 
jor would say “no” ahead of the election. 

Determined not to be seen to be giving 
in to European demands, thereby playing 
into Conservative hand&J Mr B&i r was ex- 
pected fcitf night to rett/hrm that Labour 
would like Mr Major, opposw the most m- 
icgmtiontst plans. However. Labour would 
demonstrate a positive approach to EU 



Kohl aims 


to appease 
Germans 


over euro 


THE FEARS 




htire Karacs 

Bonn 


Flickering hopes: Chancellor Kohl looks for some Christmas cheer at a cabinet meeting in Bonn sis he feces up to an uncertain political future Photograph: AP 


Going to war against drugs and thugs 


Sarah Helm 


_ positive 

in qualified majority voting, ^ 

intend* to accept Hw social cha P !cr 


Sudden promises of a “war on 
drugs” and a “crackdown on 
crime” are usually a sign that 
politicians are failing to achieve 
their prime objectives and seek- 
ing easy popular support. 

European heads of govern- 
ment meeting tomorrow in Dublin 
will promise to fight “drugs and 
thugs” and wiD offer a crackdown 
on illegal immigrants as well The 
new draft agreement, which up- 
dates the Maastricht treaty, even 
offers a crime-free wonderland of 
“freedom, justice and security" . It 
wants all internal border checks 
to be abolished by 2001. 

For aO the ambitious proposals 
on the criminal justice, however, 
the draft treaty suggests rndcdskm 
about what direction Europe 




^7,' 




should take as the final lap in ne- 
gotiations begins, concluding at 
the Amsterdam summit next June. 

When talks on the inter-gov- 
ernmental conference (1GC) to 
rewrite the treaty began in Turin 
last March, pledges were made to 
bring about far-reaching change, 
to rale sign Brussels policy-mak- 
ing in readiness for the entry of 
new member states from the east. 

Since Turin, however, it has be- 
come increasingly apparent that 
ambitions would have to be cur- 
tailed. Public opinion in many 
member states appears unwilling to 
accept radical reform just three 
years after the Maastricht treaty. 
The FrancoGerman motor, which . 
drives integration forward, has fal- 
tered. And Britain’s partners realise 


that John Major woukf veto any am- 
bitious plans. They accept that fi- 
nal decisions cannot be made until 
after the British general election, 
which must be held by May. 

As a result, the draft treaty 
hedges almost every proposal with 
“square brackets”, “ife and but” and 
“alternative ideas". From the cur- 
rent proposals there is little cause 
to beDeve the European Union will 
be anything like ready to accept 
Raland, Hungary and the Czech Re- 
public - never mind other would- 
be east European members - until 
well into the next century. 

Predictably, the treaty contains 
several suggestions which isolate 
Britain. It wants the social chap- 
ter brought inside the treaty, and 
the EU to have new powers to di- 


rect policy on employment to 
further job creation. The plans for 
abolishing immigration controls, 
harmonising criminal justice leg- 
islation and setting up joint police 
teams are also anathema to 
Britain. Bat Mr Major is not the 
only head of government who has 
said “no” to the more integra- 
tionist proposals. 

Despite attempts by the 
drafters from the Irish presiden- 
cy to give a lead, and efforts to in- 
crease momentum by France and 
Germany, the most contentious is- 
sues for Europe to deride if it is 
serious about meaningful new in- 
tegration have been left aside. 

The Irish presidency states that 
it “remains essential to make sig- 
nificant progress on further use of 
qualified majority voting 1 " in order 
to ensure that the union does aot 


become “paralysed" after en- 
largement in the 21st century. But 
the draft states that the issue is 
“highly sensitive 7 ' and will have to 
be derided af a “later stage”. 

“Flexibility", or “enhanced co- 
operation”, as the French put it, 
would allow groups of states to 
pool powers where they choose, 
while others opt out. These pro- 
posals are also “too complex and 
sensitive” for member states to 
agree on now, the draft says. 

Even the detailed proposals 
on crime fighting and drugs are un- 
certain. For all the proclama- 
tions about pooling powers, 
member states have done little to 
take joint action in these fields. 
As the next months will show, it 
is not only Britain which jeajous- 
Jy guards its power over affairs of 
justice and policing. 


Realpolitik has taken a loll on German 
ambitions. As Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
goes to Dublin vowing to do his best for 
his country, the federalist vision for Eu- 
rope is in danger of being eclipsed by a 
war of attrition over percentages. 

There is little debate in Bonn over Eu- 
rope. but Mr Kohl is aware that out there 
in the streets, the cherished goal of mon- 
etary union elicits only fear and loathing 
among his once unquestioning electorate. 
His task in Dublin, above all else, is to ex- 
tract a deal that will reassure Germans that 
the new currency will be as solid as the 
mighty Deutschmark. 

A poll published earlier this week 
showed mistrust of the euro is rising, with 
61 per cent of Germans professing “fear” 
of monetaiy union, and only 16 per cent 
sounding optimistic. Just over a quarter 
of those polled supported the enterprise 
that enjoys almost unanimous backing by 
the political dlite and big business. 

The fear also reflects something tan- 
gible: the realisation that the new currency 
is on the way, probably arriving early m 
1999 as planned. The only question for 
most Germans is: what will it be like? 

“1 am confident we will find a solution 
that wffl demonstrate to all citizens the Eu- 
ropean Union's determination to create 
a euro with long-term stability," Mr Kohl 
pledged at yesterday's Europe debate at 
the Bundestag. Unless the Chancellor de- 
livers on this promise, his own political fu- 
ture will be imperilled at elections sched- 
uled on the eve of monetaiy union. 

Germany’s leader will thus come to the 
Dublin summit in rather the same man- 
ner as his British counterparts have ap- 
proached these occasions in years past: 
weighed down by domestic baggage. For 
electoral reasons, he must play tough. To 
save his skin , he trill have to drive a bard 
bargain over mailers deemed important 
by the voters, and in exchange sacrifice 
causes in which he passionately believes. 

Egged on by the Bundesbank, Mr 
Kohl's main goal in Dublin is the “stability 
pad”, an agreement signed by all EU 
member states to abide by rules dreamt 
up in Frankfurt. Governments partici- 
pating in monetary union would be fined 
under the “stability pact” if they did not 
keep budget deficits within strict limits. 

The Germans see the new European 
central bank in the role of both judge and 
jury, an arrangement that would go some 
way towards liberating elected national 
governments from the tedious chores of 
monetary policy. It has worked in Ger- 
many. they say, but their awkward allies 
in Europe - notably France - fail to ap- 
preciate the efficiency of the arrangement. 

Mr Kohl seems determined to push the 
summit to the brink to obtain the precious 
piece of paper that he can then wave 
to his voters, but expects to yield on all 
other points of the agenda. 
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Riot police end march 
on Milosevic’s home 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 

Serbia's iwo-Communist au- 
dit truies dcpknvd riot police in 
Belgrade yesterday to prevent 
thousands of student demon- 
strators from marching towards 
the home of President Slobodan 
Mfloscv ic. In a tense confrcmta- 
uon. riot police blocked a busy 
street near the US embassy and 
forced the students to abandon 
iheir hv>pe of musing outside Mr 
Milosevic's home in Dcdinje. 

The .students' inarch coincid- 
ed with a trip to Belgrade by 
Italy's Foreign Minister, Lam- 
bvtto Dini. He was the most se- 
nior Western politician to visit 
Serbia since huge ami-govem- 
nzent demonstrations broke out 
almost four weeks ago in protest 

M alleged election -rigging by 
the Socialist authorities. 

Mr Dini held separate meet- 
ings with Mr Milosevic and 
(lppvMifon leaders, and said af- 
terward* that both sides had 
“left a margin for discussion". 

The immediate cause of the 
trouble is the Socialists’ refusal 


to recognise local election vic- 
tories for the opposition in Bel- 
grade and other large cities last 
month. The opposition Zajedno 
(Together) coalition movement 
would also like to see Mr Milo- 
sevic removed from power, but 
has swom to stick to peaceful 
methods in pursuit of this goal. 

Mr Dini said the opposition 
was being unrealistic in contin- 
uing to demand official recog- 
nition of the 17 November polls 
which would have deprived the 
Socialists of power in Belgrade 
for the first time since 1945. “Re- 
instatement of the results seems 
to roc to be something that is not 
on the cards as the basts for di- 
alogue between the parties. They 
must find a formula around the 
impasse," he said. 

His remarks drew an instant 
rebuff from one of Zajedno's 
three main leaders, Vuk Drasko- 
vic, who said recognition of the 
opposition’s election victories 
was a precondition of dialogue 
with Mr Milosevic. Other op- 
position leaders hinted at a deal 
involving fresh polls staged un- 
der international supervision. 


The state media also would be 
required to abandon their strong 
pro-government bias. 

Such conditions may not ap- ' 
peal to Mr Milosevic, who tight- 
ly controls the media. As an 
example of the kind of propa- 
ganda being fed to the Serbian 
public, a new tabloid weekly 
called Flash carried a banner 
headline in its first edition say- 
ing; “The CIA is carrying out its 
plan; the Albanian mafia is fund- 
ing the demonstrations.’’ 

Mr Milosevic has given no sig- 
nal that be is wflKng to bold new 
local elections or make sub- 
stantia] concessions to the op- 
position. He has said nothing in 
public that would suggest he even 
thinks he has a problem. 

Pristina (AP) - The party rep- 
resenting ethnic Albanians in 
Serbia’s Kosovo province said 
one of its activists died after be- 
ing tortured by Serbian police. 
Feriz Blakcori, 34, died two days 
ago at a hospital The Democ- 
ratic l eague of Kosovo said his 
body bore signs of torture and he 
was the 14th Albanian victim of 
Serb repression this year. 



Thumbnail picture: Eleutherodactyius, a newly classified specie* . of frofc just '10 mm long, on a Cuban coin the size of a £1 piece. The frog 
was first found on Monte Iberia, eastern Cuba, in 199&. " J ,.“ -' Photograph: M. LammertinWAP 
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turns to 
Dr Death 


But Australia's MPs seek to 
cancel taw allowing euthanasia 


Robert 

Sydney 





9C6-1*' approval. Dr Nitschke and his 
csidipeadb^^tek^BB^SS^ Supporters have vowed to wage 
under the Northern Tfcrritory’s a campaign to defeat the Infibe- 


xntrodneedbya backbench MP 
from the ruhne Liberal Party, 
wirich-TBitlifies the territory law, 
with Tiro federal bill win now go to 


u nl nwar y a iflu maai law. But a 

political stonn is threatening to 
stifle tiro controversial law after, 
the Australian parliament vot- 
ed to overarm it this week. 

Mrs Mills, from South Aus- 
tralia, held a press conference 
mDfflwinyestoday attended by 
Phi&) Nftscbfae, tiro man known 
as “Doctor Death" after in- 
venting a computerised ma- 
drihe feat aOows a terminally 31 
person to choose their moment 
of death by pressing a button 
that induces a lethal injection. 

The first person to use the 
“death machine” successfully 
last September under the North- 
ern 'territory's law, the world’s 
first allowing voluntary eu- 
thanasia fix* terminally D1 peo- 
ple, was Robert Dent, a father 
with incurable cancer. Speaking 
at the Dent family home in 
Darwin yesterday, with her hus- 
band at her side, Mrs M2b an- 
nounced that she wanted to be 
(fie second. She is suffering 
from a form of cancer similar to 
that which kitted Pan! Edding- 
ton, the actor. 

Mrs MBs has been support- 
ed by a doctcx and apsychiarrist 
ootride the Northern Territory, 
who have confirmed that her 
disease has no core and that she 
was not suffering from dinical 
depression when dro asked for 
her life to be terminated. But 
she lacks a third crucial re- 
quhemeni under the law, the 
signature of & tcxxitoiy special- 
ist doctor on her written request 
to (fie. 

*1 appeal to a territory doc- 
tor to meet me and snnpfy 
agree with my specialist oncol- 
ogist in South Australia, that I 
am dying,” she said. T now have 
afewweefcleft id five. I am ask- 


fore the Senate vote, expected 
early next year. 

The Northern Territory’s law 
allowing assisted suicide has 
now moved out of the reafins of 
medienro and ethics and into tiro 
murky world of politics, specif- 
ically that perennial battie- 

n imd under Australia’s 
sral system, states’ rights. 
Australia's six state govern- 
ments have supported the 
Northern Territory government 
in condemning Canberra’s in- 
tervention, branding it a dan- 
gerous usurpation of the 
regional governmenis’s pow- 
ers to pass their own laws. Bui 

He says that 
patients are 
queueing up to 
use the machine 


the territory, a place the size of 
Europe and with less than 1 per 
cent of Australia’s population, 
does not have the same consti- 
tutional status as the states. 
Although it has self-govern- 
ment, the territory’s purse- . 
strings, and therefore almost 
everything else, are controlled 
ultimately by Canberra. The ter- 
ritory does not have the right, 
as the states do, to appeal to the 
HTgfi Court against Canberra’s 
intervention on constitutional 
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But her request may not be 

heeded. The Northern 'tenito- 
ry's Rights aftbe Tfenmnalfy in 


. With the euthanasia law ap- 
parently m hs dying throes, Eh- 
Nitsdike warned yesterday that 
be had patients queuing op to 
use it in the months before the 
Senate vote. He also received 
& brickbat over his decision to 
donate his inaugural "death - 
machine”, usedtohdp Robert 
Debt die, for>fi$Jay *e a Syd- 


Act has caused a nationwide ney muse nnwBob Coffins, a 


ferore since jr came into force 

in July. The territory’s own 
doctors, conservative at the 
best of times, hare steered clear 
of it, isolating Dr Nitschke 
from their ranks. A chorus of 
disapproval has rev e rberated 
SOOSS Australia, from the Aus- 
tralian Medical Association, 
church leaders and the main- 
stream press who have brand- 
ed the law as morafiy capricious 
and the Northern territory as 
liHHBrtiiTftlriThfft tetn^ yt witfi ex- 
istence* 

And now r the biggest threat 
to the law's future has come 
from Canberra, where Mfc in 
the House of Representatives, 
the lower iroose rathe federal 


Senate member from the 
Nottirorn’fea^.sakh'Thilip 
Nitschke has gone one step 
too far. This is ghoulish. I call 
on him to desist *’ 
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Netanyahu pledges 
to build in revenge 


Patrick Cockbum 

Bert El 

In the cemetery of the settle- 
ment of Beit El a small red me- 
chanical grab was digging graves 
for Eeta Tzur and her 12-year- 
old son Ephraim, shot in their 
car by Palestinians on a by-pass 
two miles away. 

Thousands of Israeli settlers 
from across the West Bank 
who yesterday poured into Beit 
EL, a sprawling red-roofed set- 
tlement outside the au- 
tonomous Palestinian town of 
Ramallah, were told by Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, the Prime 
Minister, that they were “pio- 
neers" and “heroes” of our 
time. He promised Beit El 
would never be uprooted. 

Yoel Tzur, whose wife was 
killed and was himself wound- 
ed along with four of bis other 
< children in the attack, de- 
nounced the Oslo accords to 
mourners, describing Yasser 


‘Houses by the thousand’ vow 
after murders on the West Bank 


Arafat, the PLO leader, as “a 
corrupt villain”. Pointing to ter- 
raced hills which form an am- 
phitheatre around the Beit El 
cemetery, be said that for every 
such attack “a thousand new 
houses should be built on them”. 

A sign of the heightened 
tension between Israelis and 
Palestinians came yesterday 
when an Israeli shot and killed 
a Palestinian worker he sus- 
pected was trying to break into 
his bouse. Ponce said Samir Abu 
Sbafqa, 40, from Gaza, who 
worked in the village of Kochav 
Michael, was killed, and. four 
other Palestinians wounded. 

The killing of' Eeta and 
Ephraim Tzur by the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) was carried 
out on the 28th anniversary of 


the founding of the organisa- 
tion. whose leadership isbased 
in Damascus. The once-pow- 
erful radical organisation is 
split into factions, but laael says 
the PFLP carried out similar dri- 
ve by-shootings six months ago. 

The gunmen fled into Ra- 
in all ah, where their buraed- 
out car was found on a rubbish 
dump. Israeli officers, inducting 
Uzi Dayan, die commander of 
Israeli forces in the West Bank, 
were escorted by Palestinian 
Authority police into RamallaJh, 
to look at the wreck. 

Israeli troops had complete- 
ly sealed off Ramallah yester- 
day and were turning back all 
cars. Mr Netanyahu said the 
trilling* and the flight of the 
PFLP gunmen into Ramallah 
was a “test-case" for Mr Arafat 


He added: “We expect that 
they wDl eatradite them and first 
Of all help us to arrest these 
murderers of children.” The at- 
tack on the Tzur family is also 
a test for Mr Netanyahu since 
H is the first such killing since 
he became Prime Minister six 

month s agp. 

Die Palestinian Authority 
said the shooting hurt Pales- 
tinian interests because “an at- 
tack of this kind will give the 
Israeli government a pretext to 
delay the implementation of the 
peace process". 

The extent of the opposition 
to the Oslo accords within Mr 
Netanyahu's government was 
made dear at the grave-side. 

Ariel Sharon, the Infrastructure 
Minister, said: “The murderers 
continue to go about their busi- 
ness. The Oslo accords, that put 
the question of protection of Is- 
raeli citizens in the hands of a 
war criminal by any law, con- 
tinue to cause bloodshed.” 



Taking the blame: Masked members of the PFLP, the organisation thought responsible for the murders, prepare 
for a demonstration at Bethlehem university to marie the group's 29th anniversary Photograph: AP 


‘Monster of 
Florence’ set 
for retrial 



Murder suspect: Pacciani (right) and his lawyer, 
Rosario Bevacqua at the appeal hearing in the spring 


Andrew Gumbd 

Rome 


Kdro Pacciani, the Tuscan peas- 
ant who was convicted two years 
ago of being the serial killer the 
“Monster of Florence" but then 
acquitted on appeal, was ordered 
to stand trial all over again last 
nigfit as the Italian high court 
ruled that the decision to release 
t him had been ill-considered and 
V illogical. 

One of Italy's most notorious 
postwar murder cases was there- 
by brought back to square one, 
to the acute embarrassment of 
the judicial authorities in Flo- 
rence which has spent the past 
28 years trying unsuccessfully 
to crack iL 

fticdani, a notorious Peeping 
Tom once jailed for sexually 
abusing his own daughters, is 
only the latest in a king line of 
suspects believed down the years 
to have been responsible for 
murdering amorous couples 
camping out in the countryside 
around the Tuscan capital! 

At the time of his original 
trial in 1994. much of the evi- 
dence which was presented 
against him was considered by 
legal experts to be circumstan- 
tial. and the conviction was 
much criticised both in Italy 
and abroad. 

By the lime the appeal hear- 
ing rolled around in March this 
year, even the prosecution was 
pushing for his release after ad- 
t mining their case against him 
didn't hold water. Bui then, in 
an extraordinary' courtroom 
scene on the morning that the 


appeals verdict was due, dra- 
matic new evidence came to light 
pinning Pacciani four-square to 
the most recent of the murders. 

Prosecutors begged for more 
time, saying they had eyewitness 
testimony linking Pacciani and 
an accomplice to the murder of 
two French tourists outside the 
hamlet of San Casciano in 1985. 
However, the judge turned down 
the request and set the septua- 
genarian peasant free. 

Last night's decision to put 
Pacdani back on trial was greet- 
ed with delight by the Florence 
prosecutor's office. 

“It seemed unreasonable to 
me that all the new material col- 
lected should fail to be examined 
by a court." said the city’s chief 
prosecutor. Pier Luigi Vigna, 
who has been personally in- 
volved with the case since the 
first of the eight double murders 
in 1968. 

Pacciani, who at his original 
trial compared himself to Christ 
suffering on the cross, was said 
by his defence lawyers to have 
barricaded himself in his house 
last night and was refusing to 
answer the telephone. “They’re 
persecuting me ail over again," 
he was quoted as saying. A date 
for the new trial has yet to be set 
■Rome (AP) - A 'key witness 
in the state's case against Giulio 
Andreotti told a hushed court- 
room that the Mafia's “boss of 
bosses" Baklassare Di Maggio, 
once bestowed a kiss of respect 
on the former Italian premier. 
Mr Andreotti has been on trial 
accused of aiding the Mafia, 
since September 1995 
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Hong Kong handover: Direction of new administration is uncertain, but Reuters news agency is moving out of colony 


Tung happy to 
toe Peking line 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 

One day after being chosen as the 
head of Hong Kong's first post- 
colonial government, Tung Chee- 
hwa, the 59-year-old shipping 
magnate, has sent mixed signals 
abouL the type of administration 
he intends to run. 

On the one hand he clearly in- 
dicated that he fully supported 
China's hardline policies, which 
include the scrapping of ail elect- 
ed tiers of government. On the 
other, he said that he looked for- 
ward to meetings with the De- 
mocratic Party and other critics 
of the Chinese government, who 
Chinese officials have refused to 
met. He also made it clear that 
he was not planning a major 
reshuffle of the top ranks of the 
civil service. 

Mr Tung was speaking yester- 
day in the Chinese border town 
of Shenzhen where he was at- 
tending a meeting of the Prepara- 
tory Committee, the body 
■making preparations for Chi- 
na's resumption of power in 
Hong Kong on 1 July. He will go 
to Peking next week to be for- 
mally appointed Chief Executive 


of the Hong Kong Special Ad- 
ministrative Region. 

China is hailing Mr Tbng's se- 
lection as the “beginning of Hong 
Kong’s true democracy”, ac- 
cording to the official China Dai- 
ly newspaper, which appeared 
yesterday. “It is China's re- 
sumption of the exercise of sov- 
ereignty over Hong Kong”, the 
commentary said, “which offers 
Hong Kong the unprecedented 
opportunity for its democratic 
development”. 

China is adamant that Mr 
Tung's selection by a 400-strong 
hand-picked committee of Hong 
Kong representatives gave the en- 
tire community an opportunity to 
participate in what is being de- 
scribed as an “election”. This 
election produced three candi- 
dates. although the other two re- 
ceived about one-tenth of the 
votes given to Mr Tlmg who was 
picked by 320 of the committee's 
members. 

The same committee re- 
assembles on 21 December to 
choose the 60 people who will re- 
place the members of the Legis- 
lature elected last year. More 
than half the members of the cur- 
rent legislature are among the 130 


people who will be considered to 
fill the new body. Many of the 
candidates who stood for pro- 
Peking parties and were defeat- 
ed at the last election have put 
their names forward for selection. 

Mr Tung said yesterday that 
the appointment of a provision- 
al Legislative Council was for 
the good of Hong Kong and that 
he expected the current govern- 
ment to co-operate with its 
work. 

The Governor, Chris Patten, 
has made it dear that this will not 
happen but he has promised to 
co-operate with Mr Tung on oth- 
er matters. Meanwhile, the 
British government has invited 
Mr Ihng to virit London for talks, 
but he tactfully said yesterday that 
he was too busy to think of 
travelling abroad for the time 
being. 

The subtle business of lobby- 
ing for places in Mr Tung's cab- 
inet, and for senior civil sendee 
jobs, is already underway. The 
new Chief Executive says that it 
will take him about a month to 
appoint a cabinet He can expect 
to be given plenty of unsolicited 
advice as tie goes about this 
task. 



Facing the press: Chief Executive Tung Chee-hwa in Shenzhen, south China, yesterday Photograph: Reuters 
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Reuters news agency has an- 
nounced that it is shutting down 
its wodd news desk, picture and 
television operations in Hong 
Kong and moving them to Sin- 
gapore next March. 

The company denies that 
the dosure has any connection 
with China's resumption of sov- 
ereignty over the British colony 
in less than sevenmonths’ time. 

“If there was to be a concern 
about the handover,” said Phil 
Mellchior, Reuters Managing 
Director East Asia, “it's not 
about people in the headquar- 
ters, irs about people on the 
frontlines”. He said the Hong 
Kong bureau would increase in 
size and that Reuters was con- 
tinually trying to increase its ed- 
itorial presence in Oiina. 

Although the withdrawal 
from Hong Kong is said uot to 
be connected to the transfer of 
power, the decision was suffi- 
ciently sensitive to persuade 
Mr Mellchior to give the Hong 
K eng government prior notice 
of Reuters’ intentions. 

The timing of the announce- 
ment was also problematic, 
corning just a day after the ap- 
pointment of Tlmg Chee-hwa as 
head of the first post-colonial 
government, making Renters 
vulnerable to suggestions that 



De-inkmgCeS 







REUTERS 


it was snubbing the new order. 
However, the move out of 
Hong Kong comes as part of 
worldwide editorial changes at 
Reuters and was announced as 
an element in this package. 

Staff in HongKongwere sur- 
prised by the move, which Mr 
Mellchior said had been under 
consideration since 1992 when 
Reuters purchased large pre- 
mises in Singapore. One em- 
ployee-said: “It seems awfully 
funny to announce this a day af- 
ter Tung Chee-hwa’s election'. 

The company must have 
been aware of the situation in 
Hong Kong because Reuters 
Editor-in-Chief Mark Wood 
visited both the colony and 
China just three weeks ago and 
had talks with senior leaders 
in both places. 

Other international news 
organisations contacted last 
night expressed surprise at 
Reuters move and said they had 
no plans to move out of Hong 
Kong. It is, however, believed 
that all the major companies 
have contingency plans for a 
move should the situation de- 
teriorates in the territory. 




Stars 
protest 
over bid* 
to block 
film 


Renee Schoof 

Associated Press 

Peking — Paul Newman. 
Bernardo Bertolucci, Barbra 
Streisand, Spike Lee and 3S oth- 
er Hollywood celebrities trove 
sent a letter to China's govern- 
ment criticizing it for trying to 
block a film about the Dalai 
Tama and other productions. 

Chinese film officials recently 
made it dear to the Wall Dis- 
ney Company they opposed 
plans to distribute Kundun . a 
new film about the Dalai Lama. 
China condemns the exiled Ti- 
betan spiritual leader, claiming 
that he is fomenting an inde- 
pendence movement. 

China's objections were se|| 
as a veiled threat that Peking 
would block Disney’s plans to 
expand in the Chinese market 
if the company did not scrap the 
film. Last month, Disney said i( 
would honour its agreement to 
distribute the film. 

In a letter to the Chinese am- 
bassador in Washington, 41 
Hollywood celebrities condem- 
ned the Chinese government's 
efforts to dictate what kinds of 
film projects can be made in or 
about China. What China finds 
objectionable in Kundun , the 
letter said, is a portrayal of Ti- 
bet at odds with the official Chi- 
nese view. China often objects 
to outside criticism it sees as in- 
terference in its internal affairs. 

“The interference that con- 
cerns us,” the letter said, “is your 
government's attempt to impose 
worldwide censorship on any 
artistic production that does not 
meet mth official approval.” 

Government spokesman 
Shen Guo fang said yester&v: 
“The Chinese government Rd 
Chinese officials have never 
pat any kind of pressure on Dis- 
ney. In China, there is no sys- 
tem of film censorship.” Mr 
Shen added. “China produces 
many films every year without 
any censorship problems.” 

The letter listed a dozen re- 
cent moves by the Chinese gov- 
ernment to ban films or prevent 
filmmakers from working. Chi- 
na prevented Slone from mak- 
ings movie in China about Mao 
TSe-tungin 1993 and banned the 
Academy Award-winning Chi- 
nese film Farewell My Concu- 
bine in 1994 until substantial 
cuts were made. China’s efforts 
to restrict the film world's right 
of freedom of expression was 
“wholly unacceptable,” it said. 

The directors and actors said 
they wanted good relations with 
Chinese colleagues and the 
government, “but respect for 
freedom of expression must 
underpin those ties”. The letters 
was released by Human RighLT -' 
Watch-Asia. 
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The Making of your Daily Newspaper 


Building Societies 
Act 1986. 

Notice under paragraph 7 of 
schedule 17 to the Act. 

Notice is hereby given that the Alliance & Leicester 
Building Society, Register No. 737B, whose principal 
office is at 49 Park Lane, London W1Y 4EQ, desires to 
transfer its business to Alliance & Leicester pic, and 
that the Society has applied to tire Building Societies 
Commission to confirm tire transfer. 

Any interested party may make written rep- 
resentation to the Commission and/or give notice 
of intention -to make oral representations to the 
Commission with respect to the application. 

Written representations and notices of intention 
to make oral representations should be received by 
the Commission at Victory House, 30-34 Kingsway, 
London WC2B 6ES, by no later than 13th January 1997. 

Orel representations will be heard by the 
Commission on 10th February 1997 at a time and 
place to be determined by tire Commission. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION DHL THE FAX BACK NUMBER 0839 393037 
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Dynasty: The cast list 


$&This weekend, whether I like it 
'or not, I will make several sma ll 
but involuntary contributions 
to one of the most unsavoury 
causes in Asia. Urey will begin 
when I switch on satellite news 
on my television and sprinkle 
sugar on my morning orange. 
The>' will continue as I drive to 
the airport {perhaps in one of the 
brand new Timor national cars) 
on one of Jakarta’s toll roads, 
and as I fly out of the city in a 
plane owned by the private car- 
rier. Sempati. 

When I check into my resort 
hotel (the Bali Sheraton, per- 
haps). 1 will be doing my little 
bit for the cause. These pleasures 
will have one thing in common. 
They will all enrich one family 
- the wealthiest and most pow- 
erful family in Indonesia, that of 
its president. Suharto. 

Suharto is a towering figure, 
a general who came to power in 
1965 during a virtual civil war to 
create a unified country out of the 
diverse islands, races and lan- 
Ijjygcs of Indonesia. Under his 
rule, growth is running at a 
steady 7 per cent and the 75-year- ' 
old President has established 
himself as the unofficial figure- 
head of the Association of South 
East Asian Nations (Asean). 

Suharto is old now, and as In- 
donesians become richer and 
more educated, his govern- 
ment's dose relationship with the 
armed forces, intolerance of 


Richard Lloyd Parry on rampant nepotism in Indonesia 


genuine democracy, and sup- 
pression of political onoonents 


pression of political opponents 
look more and more crude and 
anachronistic. But the greatest 
embarrassment - even for the 
country’s glite, for whom au- 
thoritarianism is a worthwhile 
price to pay for stability -is the 
blatant corruption of Indonesian 
business. The symbols of this cor- 
ruption are the First Children. 

The Suhartos have an influ- 
ential presence in most spheres 


The CIA 
estimated the 
First Children’s 
worth at $30bn 


of Indonesian life; a son-in-law 
is a rising general, a daughter 
is chairwoman of the ruling par- 
ty. But it is in big business that 
they dominate; No one knows 
their collective worth, though in- 
telligent guesses range from 
$8bn up to a CIA estimate of 
$30bn in 1989. It is concentrated . 
in the hands of four siblings: 
brothers Bambang, Tbmmy and 
Sigit, and their sister. Tbtut. 

These four-are among 'In- 
donesia’s 13 richest indigenous 


businessmen, and 
in which they participate range 
from airlines, telecommunica- 
tions, hotels and toO roads to sug- 
ar and oranges. The advantages 
enjoyed by the Suharto children 
surpasstbose of the President's 
most privileged domes. 

The President’s children are 
among his closest advisers. One 
of the secrets of Suharto’s 30- 
year survival has been regularly 
shuffling his courtiers and ban- 
ishing those who show signs of 
acquiring too much independent 
power. Suharto’s children, with 
their unmediated access to the 
presidential ear, are in enor- 
mous demand as intermedi- 
aries for local and foreign firms 
bidding for contracts. One for- 
eign analyst in Jakarta reckons 
that among US firms the going 
rate for a Suharto is 25 to 30 per- 
cent of the value of a contract 

In 1990, the American firm 
AT&T was competing with 
Japan’s NEC and Sumitomo for 
the right to sell $300m of tele- 
phone equipment The Amer- 
icans engaged as their “agent” 
the President's oldest daughter, 
Siti Hardijianti Rukmana, 
known as “TUtut”. The Japan- 
ese hired Hutomo “Tommy” 
Mandala Putra, the youngest 
boy. The unfortunate officials 
presented with the dilemma of 


‘Subversives’ trial opens 


Jakarta { Reuter) — THals began 
yesterday for 10 Indonesian ac- 
tivists, including an independent 
labour leader, Nluchtar Pakpa- 
han. on charges of subversion. 

Defence lawyers said they 
were pessimistic about the out- 
come. Subversion carries the 
death penalty in Indonesia. 

Mr Pakpahan, head of the In- 
donesian Labour Welfare Union, 
was accused in the South Jakar- 
ta Stale Court of subversion 


and spreading hatred against 
the government in a book and 
statements made between Au- 
gust 1995 and July 1996. 

The prosecutor claimed Mr 
Pakpahan made subversive and 
anti-government statements, 
inducting that he would use a 
“people’s power revolution" if 
he could not achieve reform 
through constitutional means. 

The indictment said the re- 
marks were also made during a 


speech at a Portuguese univer- 
sity in February and during an 
interview with Dutch televi- 
sion in July tiiis year at his home. 

Nine activists from the left- 
wing People’s Democratic Par- 
ty (PRD) faced similar charges 
in separate trials. The activists 
are accused of founding a group 
which was not based an the state 
ideology, and supported high- 
er minimum wages and a ref- 
erendum for East Timor. 
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President's offspring came up 
with an ingenious solution: they 
doubled the size of the contract, 
and awarded the prize jointly. 

4 Nepotism on this scale is a 
drag on the economy and alien- 
ates the foreign investors Jakar- 
ta is trying to attract The nadir 
came this year with the launch 
of the Timor, Indonesia's na- 
tional car, a joint venture with 
the Korean car firm Kia. The 
Timor is a pet project of the 
President, and hs award to Thm- 


cause uproar was the decision to 
exempt it from import duties 
and the 35per cent Tunny” tax. 

a s Timor sells for about 
almost half the cost of 
similar imported models. 

Underlying the exasperation 
is a great deal of tension, and a 
sense that the achievements of 
Suharto’s “New Order" are 
starting to unraveL The President 
was treated for a heart condition 
earlier this year and as be grows 
weaker, political opposition to 


the opposition Indonesian De- 
mocratic Party; dozens of non- 
violent political ooDonentswere 
arbitrarily 
Nobody stands out as a suc- 
cessor to Suharto, and the 
prospect of an uncertain or vi- 
olent succession terrifies many 
Indonesians — among them, 
surely, the President’s children. 
Their enormous greed, and 
their father’s willingness to in- 
dulge it, smarts of desperation, 

a sens e that time is nmning nut 


President Suharto, with the late First Lady, Tien 
Suharto, who died in April (centre), and: 
Hutomo Mandala Putra (top row, second left), also 
known as Tommy, son, worth estimated $600m, 
businesses® include aviation, toll roads, autos, oD 
Bambang Trihatmodjo (fourth from right, top row), 
son, worth an estimated $3bn from his petrochemi- 
cals, broadcasting, telecoms and banking interests 
Slgtt Harjojudanto (in spectacles, top row), son, 
worth $450i», from banking, plastics Siti Hanfijarrti 
Rukmana fm headscarf), also known as Thtut, 
daughter, $ 2 bn, from banking tod roads, property 
Smaller fry: Siti Hutami Endang Adynmgsih, called 
Mamiek, $100m from oil, property, computers 
Sitft Hedijanti Herijadi $200m, from oil, property, 
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The Friends Provident Stewardship PEP 
aims to invest In companies that make a 
positive contribution to the world we five in. 

And to avoid companies whose busi- 
ness practices could be harmful to the plan- 
et and its people. 

Yet this needn’t mean avoiding a 
decent profit 

Over the past 5 years. Stewardship has 
out-performed the average return for all unit 
trusts, ethical or not? 

Just the kind of performance you would 
expect from Friends Provident, the UK’s 
leading ethical investment company, 
which manages around £700 million of 
ethical investments. 


Five year 


Max Free 

E out-perform the 
all unit trusts? 


forward language. 

Call 0800 00 00 80 now. or contact 
your financial adviser, and you’ll find that 
your principles needn't stop you making a 
profit. 
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• Managed by the UK’s leading ethical 
Investment company. 

• Investment in successful companies 
which are helping rather than harming 
the world. 


Get on the Blue Line 



We’re here to take your call 8 to 8 Weekdays. 1 0 to 4 Weekends. 
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William Rushton 


Tbesatire boom of the eariy Six- 
ties marked the arrival of a gen- 
eration of angry young men who 
were not afraid to show their 
contempt for authority. William 
Rush too contributed to this as 
both a founder of the satirical 
magazine Private Eye and one 
of foe team who brought That 
Was the Week That Was to 
television. 

His impersonation of the 


PRIVATE EYE 



and in Private Eye and the Es- 
tablishment Club, Rushton did 
not attend university. He 
topped up his extra-curricular 
experiences at Shrewsbury by 
doing National Service in the 


John Stamp 


In the world where sheep come 
into contact with science, there 
has been no more famous name 
than that of John Stamp. 

In the early 1960s, foe hill 
farmers in my constituency of 
West Lothian suffered from a 
number of sheep diseases, re- 


1915, he was brought up in the 
FtoUeries and then moved to Ed- 
inburgh to study veterinary sci- 
ence and veterinary pathology 
at foe Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College. 

He made his name very ear- 


suiting in perinatal and abortion 
troubles which threatened to 


ly in his career with a study of 
the pathogenesis of bovine 


troubles which threatened to 
stop their livelihood. It was 
natural that we should turn to 
Stamp, who in 1964 was given 
foe George Hedley Award, foe 
laureate medallion, of the 
Council of foe National Sheep 
Breeders Association, “for out- 
standing services to the sheep 
industry". 

William Martin, his .successor 
sls Director of the Moredun In- 
stitute of Animal Diseases in 
Edinburgh, says: "Stamp knew 
farmers, understood their prob- 
lems and was able to give ef- 
fective advice and help; and this 
he applied when he nuifoc Vet- 
erinary Investigation Service 
from 194, S to IVJ and was di- 
rector of the Moredun for the 
following quarter of a century." 
Mv farming constituents were 
exceedingly grateful. 

John Stamp came of a moth- 
er and father who were both 
teachers. Born in Grimshv in 


the pathogenesis of bovine 
tuberculosis, for which he was 
given a DSc. He went on to spe- 
cialise in tick-borne fever and 
the enzootic abortion of ewes. 
He was the fust to study 
nematodirus, a worm-related 
disease, as a parasite and, 
with the bacteriologist E.D. 
McEwen, pioneered foe clean 
field method far its prevention. 
Their findings on cktmidia and 
the related problems of abortion 
in ewes are recognised as 
seminal. As Marlin puts it: 
"Some of foe work which Stamp 
undertook on scrapie with col- 
leagues at foe Animal Breeding 
Research Organisation in Ed- 
inburgh is of increasing impor- 
tance with foe current interest 
in BSE." 

There must he hardly a stu- 
dent working in this area who 
does not owe something to 
Stamp's books and articles in 
learned journals. In 1969 agri- 
cultural scientists at the More- 


dun developed a safe vaccine to 
combat buping-Ol in sheep- an- 
other tick-borne infection which 
proved a major problem in the 
British sheep industry. 

His outstanding work in the 
field of animal health gained 
Stamp in 1976 foe Bledisloe 
Veterinary Award. At the be- 
ginning of his tenure in 1954 foe 
Moredun had a staff of 30 and 
an annual budget of £40,000. 
When he retired he banded over 
to William Martin one of foe 
most distinguished animal dis- 
ease centres in foe world with 
a staff of 180 and a budget which 
had increased 30-fold. Stamp 
bad succeeded Russell Greig, 
who believed that institutes, to 
do good work, should remain 
small: rather tike an enlarged 
family. It is the considered 
judgement of Professor Ian 
Aitken, the present director of 
(he Moredua, that Stamp 
grasped the opportunity pro- 
vided by foe public desire in foe 
mid-1950s to improve animal 
health and production and used 
very skilfully this groundsweQ of 
opinion to win money to build 
up what is now an internation- 
ally distinguished research cen- 
tre. He captured the spirit of the 
decade and fitted the require- 
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Lectures 

National (Jailer*: Colin Wiggins 
“Same Di/fiwihv | u>: Raphael autl 
Bell ini". Ipm. 

Victoria and Albert Miuetun: .Ann 
E.ilwcU. “Ntfij-CbssiLMl Silver". 
2J0piu. 


Prince K-irim, the Aga Khan. tit); Sir 
lerenev Beckett, tanner Director 
General. CHI. 73: Mr Howard Breo- 
lon. playwright, 54: General Arnold 
Brmn. former Leader. Salvation 
Army, S3; Lord Bullock, frbliman. Si 
Mr Jim Davidson, comedian. Sir 
Brian Fall, Principal. Lady Margaret 
Hall, Oxford. 59; Mr Jolm Fran- 
ctimhe. broadcaster and former jock- 
ey. At-. Mr Walter Gin.cn. Chief 
Constable. Wiltshire. 58: Miss An- 
ouska Hempel. actios. hotelier and 
designer. 55: Dr Duugla* Latto. sur- 
geon and gjnaccoloeut. S3: Mr 
Robert lindsav. actor. 47; Professor 
Sir William McCrm, astronomer, 92; 
Mr Alec Monk, former chief execu- 
tive. Tri-Della Corporation. 54: Sir 
Bnau Pitman, chief ewvnmc. Lloyds 
Bank. ti5: Mr Christopher Plummer, 
actor. t»7; Sir Humphrey Prideaux. 
former chairman. Morland and Co, 
SI: Sir Robin Rcnuick. lonner Am- 
bassador to the United States 5*h Mr 
George Shultz, former US Secretary 
of State, 76: Professor Geoffrey' 
Sims, former Vice-Chancellor. 
Sheffield University . Tin Maj-Gen Sir 
David Thorne. Director-GcncraL 
Commonwealth Trust, 63: Sir Lau- 
tunsvander Post, writer and explorer, 
•tt Mr Dick Van Dyke, actor. "M; 
General Sir Peter Whiteley. former 
Comma ndcr-in-ChicL Allied Forces 
Northern Eunipc. "6; Miss Paula 
Wilcox. actress. 47; Mr Brian Wilson 
MP. 45. 


Dr Samuel Johnson, lericograpbcr, 
1784: William Cakraft, shoemaker 
and hangman, 1879; WassOy Kandin- 
sky, abstract painter, 1944; “Grand- 
ma Moses" (Mrs Thomas Salmon 
Moses), primitive painter, 19bl. On 
this day: Sir Fronds Drake left Ply- 
mouth on his voyage around the 
world. J577; New Zealand was dis- 
covered by- Abel Janszocm Dtsman, 
1642; in the United Stales, Iialo Mar- 
doni patented the first ice-cream 
cone, 19(13. Today is the Feast Day 
of St Aubert of Comfaai. Sr En- 
siratios of Sehasiea, St Judocus or 
Jossc, St Lucy and St Olhilia or 

r unh 


Luncheons 


Institute of Physics 
Dr Brian Manky, President, Iustinne 
of Physics, presided at a luncheon 
held yesterday at the Grafton Hold, 
London Wl, for representatives of 
the institute's Corporate Affiliate 
companies. Mr Lm Taylor MR Min- 
ister for Science and Technology, was 
the speaker. 

Propeller Chib of the United States 
The Chrixnnas luncheon of the Pro- 
peller Club of the United States was 
held yesterday at US Navy Head- 
quarter*. London Wl. Mr Richard 


Anniversaries 


Mr WS. Wnker was elected Secre- 
tary of the Port of London Chapter. 

Copt G. Hellinin Irakis was in the 
chair. Mr Duncan Lyon also spoke. 
Cant TL. McClelland, Onef of Staff. 
US Navy Headquarters, also at- 
tended. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 


TV Dathru WCVwrmrf, Jvtranpmini to The 
Dote UUUmoMn. take-, the -jluh ji tin- Vv 
inw’i riirjJe ji tbe VriiUn .VaA-fr-i 
SjT^ihura. ( jmUiVt. Suno 


Changing of the Guard 

The Iluirnh-'U I'jMItc Mi'UWL-U Ri nrotni 
sLiL-liUJJ.lIJ Hdrartiunfa. 

tlam 


Birth*: Maxitnilkn de Betimno. Doc 
dc Sully, siafosman, 1560; Heinrich 
(Ham ) Heine, pact and journalist, 
I "97; "Ernst Werner von Siemens, in- 
ventor, IS in. Deaths Maimonidca 
i. \to»ex ben Maimon). Jewish 
philosopher. 1204: Donatello (Do- 
nato do Betto Bardi X sculptor, 1466: 


Receptions 

>tewls * 

The partners of Vizards Sdidtors 
field their annual reception yester- 
day evening at Inner Temple HaH, 
London EC4. for their insurance 


Conservative prone minister 

' Harold Macmillan was a high- 
light of foe BBC series, which 
outraged jpotiticians but was, 
more significantly, a symbol of 
foe way in which this new gen- 
eration were truly appalled by 
the Conservative goveninieat of 
the time. 

A cartoonist, humorist and 
satirist, Rushton -born in Lon- 
don, the son of a publisher and 
grandson of a W^n lawyer who 
was right-band man to Lord 
Levertmlme - found a training 
for his satirical exploits at 
Shrewsbury School, where iris 
contemporaries included foe 
future editor of Private Eye 
Richard Ingrams, foe author 
Christopher Booker and foe 
journalist Paul Foot There, 
they parodied the school mag- 
azine, foe Salopian , with their 
own publication, foe Wallopian, 
exchanging stories of foe 1st 
XTs latest successes for a more 
irreverent view of foe public 
school and its masters: It in- 
cluded Rushton's cartoons, 
which were to become a 
constant part of his output 
throughout his working life. 

It was also at Shrewsbury that 
Rushton developed 'his acting 
talents, most notably playing (be 
old man Lord Loam in TTteAd- 
mauMe Crichton. “The audience 
wondered which elderly mem- 
ber of staff had been dragooned 
into playing Loam,” be later 
recalled 

U nlike those Oxbridge grad- 
uates such as Peter Cook who 
were largely responsible for 
bringing foe satire boom to 
Bri tain, with its roots in the 
stage show Beyond the Fringe, 


A ray, which he described as 
“one of the funniest institutions 
on Earth .. .a sort of microcosm 
of tbe world’', adding: “It’s split 
almost perfectly into our class 
system. Through serving in the 
ranks, I discovered the bask: na- 
tive wit of my fellow man - 
whom, basically, to teU the 
truth, Td never met before.” 

Subsequently finding him- 
self bade m civvy street but out 
of work, he was employed as a 
derk in a solicitor’s office un- 
til, with Richard Ingrams and 
Christopher Booker, the ideaof 
Private Eye was germinated in 
a Chelsea pub. The magazine, 
launched m 1961, proved, a 
huge success and it was Rush- 
ton’s cartoons that helped to es- 
tablish its distinctive identity. 

In the same year, he made his 
professional stage d£but in 
Spike Milligan's nuclear attack 
satire The Bed-Sitting Room at 
foe Marlowe Theatre, Canter- 
bury. This led to an invitation 
to join foe team that was to 
launch upon the nation That 
Was the Week That Was (1962- 
63) on BBC television. The 
timing was perfect for foe new 
Satuxday-nighl show produced 
fay Ned Sherrin, with Beyond 


clients and friends, together with 
counsel and experts. Among those 
present were: 

Lord Justice ESctdun: Mr induce BcmtcicMx 
JiKtfcr Meta** Lon) Meson OG Mr BcrzenJ 
Livescy QC. Mr Edward RmJks QC, Mr Cbl- 
ia Mackay QC; Mr Richard Davies QC; Mr 
Abswir MacOoffOCi Mr MSdwdTBaiOC; 
Mr Adrian Brunner OC: Mr Ian Kaittcn QQ 
Mi Aotooy Ett&archStuan QC Mr Crawford 
Lindsay QC; Mr Nicholas Denny* QC Mr 
WniCna Milner. Mr Oscar Tfcmpcsi (Iron 
Hadctk Mr bn Patcntm (Royal Son Attaaxk 
Mr Michad l\iwdl [PradcoiiaJt; Mr Hoy Fc»- 
limaa (OBEfe Mrs Angela Kntgta (Econom- 
tej: Mr Dand Gcnmy (Asncnmnoni 
QondQ; Mr John Wttoo (BAA pic); Mr 
Nkfc Vttttkhnan (Wtsttumswr Motor Insm-- 

anccfc Mr Rob ThtlK (Royal London Genet- 
- aJfawncckMrHahtf fosKriChtagneRcJ; 
MrTta Cofavm (Cuantnctmn Group): Mrs 
Margaret Casus (Hncco); Mr John Bryan 
| Granada Group pic): Mr Peter Wcpsooe 
(Ocmko Insurance): MrRm Bavin (Surrey 
Owned Conncfl 1: Ms Nicola Bassea (Sear 
(JK); Mr Hugh Wham (John Mowtem & Co 


Rebar WuUJ.K. B u rgoyae & Parmer?); Dr 
Roy Haskins. 


Institute of Physics 
Mr Brian Manley, Ptesident, Institute 
of Physics, was tbe host at a gala 
evening recital and dinner held yes- 
terday at the institute's new head- 
quarters, 76 Portland Place, London 
WI, to celebrate the official opening 
ol* the buOding. Mr John LJll was the 
piano soloist and was accompanied 
by the Medici Suing QuarteL 


Synagogue services 
Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning tbe following. Sabbath 
begms in London at 336pm. 

United S yna gog u es 01 71-387 < 360 . fttf- 
<ntfa» of ^nagomef: MUB 2243 . 

Ltaoa of Ubcnl nod f» Wy e tri w Sjam- 
(Wks 817} -580 1SS3. Rdtona Syua- 
SOSOts of Gnat Britan; QlSl -349 473 L 
Sp*nlat and Portuguese Jew Cn- 
gWgMtea: 0171-2W 2573. New Loodos 
STMfORM (Masenf): 0171-328 1824. 


terisatirm buf also had to endure 
oomplaints about his scnjfiBness 
on foe show. 

The sequel. Not So Much a 
Pmgramme,MoreaWayqfLife 
(1964-65), broadcast on Fri- 
day, Saturday and Sunday 
nights, failed to find the same 
formula for success and Rush- 
ton left, disenchanted, after 
only a few weeks. Although con- 
troversial, the programme 
lacked the biting humour of foe 
original. 

In the meantime, egged on by. 
his Private Eye colleagues, Rudi- 


(1971) and Adventures of a 
Private Eye (1977). 

In 1974, Roshcon turned up 
in a dramatic role on television ■ 
as Major Thimpiiigtoo m the 
BBC series Coidhz, Complete 
with red beard, kilt and woolly 
hat, foe character was one of 
three commandos captured on 
the French coast and taken to 
tbe infamous castle. Rushton’s 
own series Rushton 's IUustrated ' 


Home in foe 1963 Kinross 
by-election but won only 45 
votes. Although a lifelong 
Labour Party supporter, he lat- 
er admitted that he was not 
“very good with organisations?*. 
Those who knew him reflected 
that he used humour as a 


the Fringe playing to packed 
houses in London and foe 
Establishment Club satirists 
creating new targets for their 
uncompromising wiL 
The previously unknown 
David Frost was chosen to pre- 
sent TW3, as it became known, 
and his regular cohorts includ- 
ed Rushton, Roy Kinnear, Ken- 
neth Cope, Lance Percival, 
John Weds, John Bird, Eleanor 
Bron and Roy Hudd, while 
Millicent Martin performed 
songs giving topical events a 
similarly irreverent perspec- 
tive. The programme provided 
an outlet for writers such as Kei- 
th Waterhouse, Willis Hall, 
Malcolm Bradbury, John 
Geese, David Nobbs. Jack 
RoseathalandDennjsftotter.lt 
quickly cau ght the imagination 
of the viewing public, with au- 
diences of up to 13 million 
and, one week, as many as 443 
angry phone calls. As weB as his 
Harold Macmfflan imperson- 
ation, Rushton was remem- 
bered affectionately for his 
Colonel Birffie Cohen charac- 


serioos issues in a pretentious 
way. “My bask: defence w BGtz 
humour,” he once said. 

Another failure was Rash- 
ton’s short run as host, with foe 
actress Jill Browne, of the tele- 
vision show The New Stars and 
Garters (1965), a re titled series 
of the traditional pub enter- 
tainment variety show Seats 
and Garters. In TW3 vein, Rush- 
ton found bis talents used more 
successfully in Peter Cook and 
Dudley Moore’s legendary se- 


ries NotOnfy .. . But Abo (1965- 
66). Satirical but of lesser 


66). Satirical but of lesser 
stature was his appearance as 
Plautus in foe Frankie Hcrwerd 
series Up Pompeii! (1970), 
scripted by the writer of the Gar- 
iy On fihn series, Thlbot Roth- 
well, and starring Howerd as a 
Roman slave in ancient Pom- 
peii. The painful ptms and dou- 
ble entendre lacked the subtlety 
and wit of foe TW3 crowd. 

Rushton’s theatrical career 
continued on an occasional 
basis with Gulliver’s Travels 
(Mermaid Theatre, 1971, 1979) 
and Eric Idle's Pass dye Butler 
(Globe Theatre, 19.82). 
Throughout the Sixties and 
Seventies, he also took cameo 
roles in the films Nothing the 
Best (1964% Those Magnificent 
Men in Their Flying Machines 
(1965), Monte Carlo or Bust 
(19691 The BSss of Mrs Blossom 
(1965), Flight of the Doves 


pressson and most of his sub- 
sequent television appearances 
were as guest in quiz and game 
shews sudi as Celebrity Squares 
(1985-9 9). 

His quickfire wit found a 
more appropriate outlet 
through 27 series of foe BBC - 
Radio 4 show Pm Sorry I 
Haven’t a Clue, starting with its 
first broadcast in 1967. He also 
starred as tbe overgrown 
schoolboy Nigel Molesworth 
in foe four-part BBC radio se- 
ries Molesworth (1987) and was 
in demand as a storyteller for 
Jackanory on television. Earli- 
er this year, he toured with Bar- 
ry Ciyer in the stage show TWo 
Old Farts in the Night. 

Tb foe end, Rushton contin- 
ued to provide cartoons to a 
publications ranging from foe 
Dmiy Telegraph to foe Literary 
Review and Private Eye (for a 
long time he contributed a con- 
tents page illustration to the In- 
dependent Magazine), as well as 
illustrating for tbe Channel 
Four television series Rory 
Bremner . . . Who Else? (1993- 
96). fCs work as a cartoonist has 
been displayed at both the Vic- 
toria & Albert Museum and the 
National Portrait Gallery. 

Rushton was also the author 
of humorous books such as 
WUBam Rushton's Dirty Book 
(1964), The Filth Amendment 
(1981) and Willie Rushton's 
Gnat Moments of History (1985) 
and the spoofs The Day of die 
Grocer (1971), Smwpfc (1976) 
and Spy Thatcher (1987), as weQ 
as Every Catinlhe Book (1993). 

Anthony Hayward 


William George Rushton, car- 
toonist, writer, actor and broad- 
caster. bom London 18 August 
1937; married 196S Arlene Dor- 
gym (one son); died London 11 
December 1996. 



Rushton, top left, In a Private Eye parody of a DaBy Tdegnjgf 
a dvertising campaign, 1962 (Illustration from the National Portnfit 
Canary's ament aw MM tion 'Private Eye Times’) and, above, in the 
later more famHter beard; self-portrait drawrf ng a from Rushton’s 
‘compost of quips' The Alternative Gardener (Grafton Books, 1988) 


meats of the time in his drive 

for expansion. 

Stamp was one of those Eng- 
lishmen who have contributed 
hugely to public and scientific 
life north of foe border. A Fel- 
low of tbe Royal Society of Ed- 
inburgh, he was active in foe 
Pathological and Bacteriologi- 
cal Society of Great Britain. He 
was foe senior examiner in vet- 
erinary pathology and bacteri- 
ology for foe Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons in Ixmdon, 
who honoured him by making 
him their president in 1970. He 
chaired several committees of 
foe World Food and Agricul- 
tural Organisation on special- 
ist animal health problems. In 
1970 the derision of foe British 
Council to hold a course on foe 
management of diseases in 
sheep was takes as a compli- 
ment not only to Scotland but 
to foe two city-based organisa- 
tions in Edinburgh, that of 
Moredun and foe Hill Farming 
Research Institute. 

Stamp’s activity for the com- 
munity was by no means limit- 
ed to science. He was the 
founder of the East Lothian 
Yacht Club and the instigator of 
a number of competitions in- 
volving as many as 130 boats. 



Kurt Westi 


Stamp: wofk on scrapie 


And, astonishingly for an Eng- 
lishman, he was asked to be the 
president of Che North Berwick 
Burns Club. Any Englishman 
asked to be a Bums club pres- 
ident has really ‘‘arrived" north 
of foe border. 

Hun Dalyell 


John Thevor Stamp, veterinary sci- 
entist: bom Grimsby 3 Decem- 
ber 1975; Director, Moredun 
Institute of Animal Diseases, 
1954-77; FRSE 1956; President 


Surgeons in London 1970; CBE 
1973; married 1941 Margaret 
Scott (two sons, one daughter ); 
died Haddington 6 Decanter 
1996. 


In a _ 35-year operatic, career 
Kurt Westi developed team a 
light lyric tenor with a sweet- 
toned but small voice into the 
robust interpreter of Verdis 
Manrico, Don Carlos and Rad- 
ames, and Puccini's Rodolfo, 
Cavaradossi and Pinkerton. 

Although his repertory, to 
match, his voice and vocal style, 
was mainly Italian, he had re- 
cently taken on some German 
roles, including Bacchus jaAri- 
adruaauf Naxos and Lohengrin, 
winch seemed to offer a new di- 
rection. After many years spent 
abroad, mainly in other Scan- 
dinavian countries or in Ger- 
many, in the 1994/5 season 
Westi returned to Copenhagen 
to the Royal Theatre, and 
scored a huge success as Calaf 
in TUrandotJte was singingthe 
role for the first time; while Pucv 
dnTs opera was receiving its first 
performance at the theatre. 

Kurt Westi was born in 1939 
in the Danish island of Or 0 - In 
1954 be began to study foe vi- 
olin at the Royal Danish Music 
Conservatory in Copenhagen, 
bat be switched after about a 
year to vocal studies. He made 
bisd£butin 1961 attheOdensee 
Theatre as Count Almaviva in 
JlBaririeredi SnAgHa. The next 


■ V ■ ... ~ — 

year he was engaged at Kiel, and 
then in Hanover. During foe 
late 1960s and early 1970s he ap- 
peared in Copenhagen as Lin- 
doro in L’TtaUana in Algeri, 
Don Ottavio in Don Giovanni, 


foe Shepherd in Stravinsky’s 
Oedipus Rex and Lensky in Eu- 
gene Onegin ; and in two Britten 
operas, as Peter Quint in The 
Man of the Screw and foe title- 
role of. Albert Herring. 

Westi made his British d&>ut 
in 1969 as Ferrando in Cast fan 
tutti with Scottish Opera. He re- 
turned to the UK in 1972 to sing 
Pyiades in Gluck’s Tpkiginie en 
Tauride at the Oxford Play- 
house His Fenton in Fatetaffat 
Copenhagen in 1973 was still 
considered rather small-voiced 
for the size of foe theatre. In 
Oslo during foe early 1980s, 
Westi 's repertory grew rapidly. 
He sang Matteo in Arabella, 
Edgardo in Lucia di Lamma- 
moor, the false Dimitri in Boris 
Godunov , all quite heavy roles, 
as well as Cavaradossi, Rodol- 
fo, and Alfredo in La Traviata. 
Engaged in Mannheim from 
1986 to 1989, he took on many 
of the more heroic Verdi roles, 
as well as TUriddu in Cavalleria 
rusticana, Wertber, Hoffman 
and Peter Grimes. He also ap- 


peared in Stockholm, Berlin and 
DusseJdori 

In 1992 Westi sang at the Bar- 
bican Hall in London as David 
in Nielsen's Saul og David. Lo- 
hengrin at Leipzig was a great 
success in 1994, foe year he 
returned to Copenhagen, to- 
gether with several other Dan- 
ish singers who had spent long 
years in exile, but now felt that 
the new management with 
Elaine Padmore as Opera Di- 
rector offered them productions 
and performances of interna- 
tional standard. His first role af- 


ter his return was David, thenjk 
came Timmdot, His Calaf wasP? 


came Turandot. His Calaf was! 
a revelation, more especially to 
me, who had previously heard 
him only as Ferrando and Py- 
iades more than 20 years earli- 
er. His voice had "greatly 
increased in see, without losing 
its warm, Italianate sound and 

“the I^Sft5«rottr. Westi 
was due to sing Calaf again in 
Copenhagen in February 1997. 

EHzabcflx Forties 


Kurt Westi, opera singer bom 
Orp, Denmark 22 March 1939; 
married 1996 Grith Dirckmck- 
Hobnfdd (one da ug hter ): died 
Copenhagen 7 December 1996. 


Director personally liable for misstatements 


Wiliams and another v Natural 
Life Health Food Ltd and 
another; Coart of Appeal 
(Lord Justice Hirst, Lord Justice 
White. Sir Patrick Russell) 

5 December 1996 


LAW REPORT 
♦ 

13 December 1996 


Exceptional circumstances had 
to exist before a company di- 
rector would be held personally 
liable for misrepresentations 
made on behalf of the compa- 
ny, but it was not necessary that 
the director should have dealt 
personally with the misrepre- 
sentee, so long as foe extent of 
his involvement was such as to 
make the case exceptional. 


The Court of Appeal by a 
majority (Sir Patrick Russell 
dissenting) dismissed an appeal 
by the second defendant, 
Richard Mistlin, against the de- 
cision of Mr Justice Langley 
(11996] l BCLC 288) awarding 
the plaintiffs, David Ian 
Williams and Christine Mar- 
garet Reed, damages and 
interest totalling £149,854-15. 

The plaintiffs had been in- 
duced to enter into a franchise 
agreement with the first de- 
fendant company. Natural Life 
Health Food Ltd, and to ac- 
quire a leasehold health food 
shop in Rugby, as a result of 
negligent misstatements made 
on behalf of foe company for 
which Mr Mistiin, its managing 
director, was held personally 
liable. 


Before entering into the 
franchise agreement, the plain- 
tiffs were sent a brochure about 
the company, which contained 
what were described as “some 
examples of foe different lev- 
els or sales, based on our ex- 
perience in other stores and 
prime sites in their second and 
third year” and stared that de- 
tailed projections would be 
prepared once a suitable site 
had been selected. These fi- 
nancial projections, in their fi- 
nal version, forecast a turnover 
in year one of £227,250. giving 
a small surplus for tire year of 
£2400, and in year two a 


pany, which be formed in 1986 
to franchise the concept. The 
judge found that by foe 


The shop opened in October 
1987 but only stayed in business 
for 18 months, during which it 
achieved a turnover of 
£248jX)0 against a projection of 
£43^250, and a loss of £38,600 
against a projected profit of 
nearly £30,000. 

Mr Mistlin had been in- 
volved in the health food trade 
since 1980 and in 1983 opened 
a shop in Salisbury, which was 
described in the brochure as “a 
leader in the trade and a win- 
ner of a number of awards”. In 
face the shop was owned by him 
personalty and not by tbe corn- 


judge found that by foe 
brochure the company 
held itself oat as having tbe experi- 
ence and expertise necessary to 
provide properly reasoned advice to 
potential franchisees an all matters 
necessaiy to the establishment ot a 
-giahlft f ranehteft h pmq; and that fhfc 
experience and exper ti se was to be 
fovmd in the person of Mr Mistlin 
and his operation of die Salisbury 
shop. 

The judge held that in the 
circumstances Mr Mestizo must 
be taken to have assumed a per- 
sonal duty of care towards the 
plaintiffs. 

Michael Bloch (Trahowans, SaBs- 
btay) for MrMisEn; Gerard Km 7 cm- 
der (Williams dr Co, Luton) for die 


Lord Justice Hirst said that, ro 
fix a director with personal li- 
abiirty, it must be shown that he 
assumed personal responsibil- 
ity for foe negligent misstate- 
ment made on behalf of the 
company. Given the impor- 
tance of the states of iimfred li- 
ability, there had to be some 
special circumstance setting 
the case apart from the ordi- 
nary. But; once such special dr-, 
cumstances were established, 
the fed of incorporation, even 


in tbe case of a one-man com- 
pany, (fid not predude personal 
liability. 

His Lordship did not accept 
. Mr Bloch’s argument that there 
must also be some sort of per- 
sonal dealing s between foe di- 
rector and- foe customer. No 
such requirement -was men- 
tioned in foe authorities bn this 
topic.- . 

On tbe faos, Mr Mistlin 
had a major -participation be- 
hind the sbeqep imtfce negoti- 
ations leaBrajK'. up , fb The 
franchise 'agreement,: .even 
though foe retires were sup- 
plied and the plaintiffs were 
dealt with by otter membeis of 
foe company. More specifical- 
ly, Mr Mistlin played a. very 
prominent part in ' foe actual 
production of foe projections 
complained oL Although his in- 
volvement was indirect, it was 
considerable. 

The knowledge and experi- 
ence relied, upon in the 

brochure was derived not from 
any activity offoe company but 

solely from Mr Mfethn’s per- 
sonal experience with his own 
shop in Salisbury, which had 
nothing to do with his position 
as director of foe company. 

On aD the particular feds of 
this case, tbe judge was entitled 
to find Mr Mistlin personalty 
liable. . • 
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Dump this tawdry millennium ‘monument’ 


frri miUennium business is get- 
I ting ridiculous. Seven months 
, X ago we asked: -Is anyone in 
charge? And Io, it turned out to be 
Jack Cunningham, Labour’s national 
heritage spokesman. The Green- 
wich monument for the year 2000 is 
to be built with business sponsorship, 
and business sponsors think we will 
have a Labour government by then 

cn fhmr +L. * > . . . / * 


wants to be taken seriously has to 
have its own American football team 
and its own dome. The bigger the bet- 
ter, preferably air-conditioned, with 
“real" artificial turf (this for a work- 
ing-class game intended to be played 
in mud and snow). 

We are supposed to be proud and 
inspired that the Greenwich tent- 
„ n thw z:r~r“' y “*«.“• dome, suspended on 12 masts each 

1 thl e . project 1 anderwnt- 100 metres high, wfll be bigger than 
ten by future ministers before thev the Georgia Dome in Atlanta or the 

Astrodome in Houston, and twice as 


. t — they 

stump up the cash. Thus Dr Cun- 
ningham finds himself in control of 
the purse-strings. 

“We must be prudent with the 
Lottery proceeds,” he wrote in his 
most -Victorian voice to Virginia 
Bottomley, who is now more the 
shadow minister than he is. “It is the 
people’s money." 

How right he is, if we can put aside 
for a moment his obvious delight in 
the situation. 

The wrangle over funding for the 
Greenwich exhibition exposes the 
Jack of public enthusiasm for the pro- 
ject. Do people stop each other in the 
'checkout queue to say, “Oh good, 
there’s going to be a giant plastic 
hedgehog on a bit of derelict land in 
Greenwich”? They do not 

In fact, the plans are for a glass 
dome, but it will look like plastic. And 
it is a tacky monument anyway. 


big as Wembley Stadium. 

Perhaps we British are just 
naturally sullen and ungrateful, but 
we are not impressed. This newspa- 
per’s architecture correspondent 
described the concept as a “giant 
trade fair”, a “tawdry and embar- 
rassing'’ theme park built around cor- 
porate advertising. 

Astronomers are worried about 
light pollution from the monstrous 
illuminated bubble. Tbey have a 
point: there is a striking symbolism 
in the fact that it is so difficult to see 
the stars in so much of suburbanised 
Britain. 

And Prince Charles is worried 
about the lack of spirituality in the 
millennium commemorations gen- 
erally (he has a point, although if he 
pushes it too far people will point out 
_ „ „ that 2000 is a Christian date, the sig- 

Domes are a symbol of civic pride in nificance of which might be lost on 
the United States, where any caty that atheists and Muslims, and that any- 
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way Jesus was probably born 2,000 
years ago this year). 

It is conceivable that neither the 
commercialised crassness of the 
Greenwich scheme nor the almost 
total lack of public interest matters. 
The Crystal Palace put up in Hyde 
Park for the 1851 Great Exhibition 
was conceived as a temporary folly. 
But it turned out to be so popular 
that it was moved piece by piece to 
south London and preserved for pos- 
terity (until it burned down in 1936). 

When Gustave Eiff el proposed his 
iron tower, many Parisians thought it 
would be a hideous eyesore. It 


doesn’t matter, he said, we can dis- 
mantle it after 10 years, when the 
1889 centenary of the French Revo- 
lution has passed. 

Now they say the same about the 
Millennium Ferris wheel proposed 
for the south bank of the Thames 
opposite Big Ben. At least that could 
be fun, and it is cra 2 y enough to 
express a sense of confidence in the 
future which should be at the heart 
of the celebrations. 

But the plastic hedgehog is all 
wrong and Dr Cunningham would be 
quite justified if he pulled the plug on 
it It is now costed at £700m, of which 


£200m would come from the 
National Lottery. But Dr Cunning- 
ham fears the bill could escalate to 
j-lbn, and it is hard to contradict hum 
The project has been mishandled 
from the start and it reflects all the 
faults of both the Government’s 
fraudulent conception of our 
“national heritage” and the unde- 
mocratic oligopoly which is handing 
out the astonishing piles of public 
money raised by the Lottery. 

AH over the country a class of 
project-brokers has sprung up to 
foist ambitious and unnecessary 
schemes on localities whose resi- 
dents do not want them. The Green- 
wich scheme is simply the largest and 
most unwanted of them. Local con- 
sultation has been minim al. The local 
council has been shut out of the 
meetings. National consultation for 
this supposedly national and unifying 
event has been non-existent. 

It is a bit late now for these faults 
to be put right. Michael Heseltine 
and Virginia Bottomley would have 
had a much better chance of success 
if they had decided on the Greenwich 
site at least a year earlier. Greenwich 
Council first proposed it in 1993, and 
the Meridian is indeed the obvious 
symbolic location. 

But there is still time for the rest 
of us to come up with better ideas, 
and for Dr Cunningham - in power 
if not in office - to come up with 


wore democratic ways of spending 
Lottery money to back them up. 

We like the idea of a Millennium 
Forest, planting new deciduous trees 
to link up some of the tattered 
shreds of woodland left strewn across 
the suburb of England. But there 
must be many more bright and for- 
ward-looking ideas out there. Let's 
hear them. 

The Spice Girls 
aren’t for turning 

T hat brought us up short. We 
thought the Spice Girls were too 
young to remember Margaret 
Thatcher. But now we must accept 
them as thoughtful political observers. 
'Thatcher was the first Spice Girl," says 
Geri (the red-haired one). She was “the 
pioneer of our ideology - Girl Power”. 
As the song has it: “I’ll tell you what 1 
want, what I really, really want.” It 
turns out that girls with power really 
don’t want the single currency, or a 
Labour government. Tough/ Tony: 
being up with the culture did you no 
good there. Still, wc'rc more con- 
cerned about the Spice Girls them- 
selves: if they follow Maggie’s heels too 
closely, they’ll end up recording Kipling 
and the Gettysburg address, and that 
won’t bring them power. Or much cur- 
rency, either. 
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Markets will 
decide fate 
of the euro 

Sin You are quite right to point out 
the dangers of rabid Euro- 
scepticism (“Tbries who chime with 
jlurope”, 10 December), hi a few 
iSontns’ time, when the final 
criteria for the euro are 
established, the markets will 
quickly decide whether it will fly or 
not, and therein lies the national 
interest Mr Garke is so keen to 
protect 

On a personal level, we must all 
decide what is in our own best * . 
interest Love the pound as I 
might, if the euro means cheaper 
mortgages, possibly at fixed 
interest, and more money in my 
pocket generally, HI take it If the 
Government opts out despite 
market confidence in the new 
currency, how wifi they stop the 
massive devaluation which would - 
inevitably follow? They can’t make 
it illegal to hold euro accounts, can 
they? 

ROBIN PRIOR 
London E8 

Sir: Peter Prior (letter, 9 
December) suggests that in 50 
t years' time sterling wifi be 
■J» “bobbing helplessly in the waves 
made bv the super-currencies”. 

As one ‘who has yet to make my 
mind up about the “noble” 
reasons for joining a federal 
Europe, I find the argument that 
there is a need for the UK to be 
part of a super Euro-currency 
unconvincing. 

The volatile nature of the 
currency markets will always 
mean there is a case for strong 
“smaller" currencies to enable 
investors to minimise risk. With 
London already the currency 
exchange* capital of Europe 1 _ 
would suggest that the financial 
systems to enable sterling to 
remain ouiside the EMU, whilst 
maintaining authority, already 
exist. 

Dr EDMUND HUGHES 
Dublin 

Sir When corporate logos are a 
widespread fad, may I suggest a 
design which could represent the 
preferences of those who (like me) 
are generally in favour of British 
involvement in the European 
Union"’ 

The itoisn. which co^dte mm 

features a 
circular 
version of 
the British 
Union flag 
set m the 
centre of 
the EU flag, 

— ^ ^ such that it 

is surrounded by the golden stars of 

,h 1f rhistdea is ordered wwOiy 

of merit, may l request as P 

one of the life peerages on offer in 

vinir leading article of 
bceember? 

J 5 EVANS 
Cha ham, 

tittckwgfcunishirv 

BBSS?-**-- 

PPC for the party ^ on V. 3 August 

19% 

OREGTRfc* 

tss&sszr 
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Democracy falls 
victim to stalker 

Sin Wendy Caflan’s letter (II 


uecemDeiy grapmeauy aesunucu 
the insufferable behaviour that is 
stalking, and the consequences for 
thevictun. 

As her letter indicates, the 
existing criminal law was able to 
deal with the behaviour. Her 
stalker was presumably charged 
under the Malicious 
Communi cations Act 1988, 
although, depending upon the 
facts, she could have been 
prosecuted for harassment under 
the Public Order Act 1986. Stalking 
has also been successfully 
prosecuted as grievous bodily 
harm. 

Ms Call an was unimpressed by 

her stalker's sentence. However, 
this does not justify the fact that 
proposed additional measures to 
deal with stalking, the Protection 
from Harassment Bill, are to be 
rushed through all stages in the 

House of Commons on 16 
i one 



^eceiUDcr;. . 

The detail of that Bifi is . 
disturbing. For instance it marts a 
radical shift in wbat can constitute 
a criminal offence. Additionally it 
blurs the traditional constitutional 
distinctions, and safeguards, 
between the criminal and civil law. 
Furthermore, the Bill, once 
enacted, wfll add to the ever 

crowing arsenal of laws whim 

already exist to regulate public and 
private behaviour. 

The decision to push the 
legislation through in one day 
tShUghts the democratic deficit 
which* now prevalent withm 

government. Ironically, tins denial 


of parliamentary scrutiny means 
that the real victim of this BiD is 
democracy. 

JONATHAN COOPER 
Legal Director, Liberty 
London SE1 


Czech oppression 
of gypsies 

Sir: On Human Rights Day, 10 
December, Lobomir Zubak and 
other Czech Romanies held a 
protest in the centre of Prague 
against the rising persecution of 
their people. The protest continues 
against a background of pogroms 
and death threats while gypsies are 
being excluded from work and 
driven from their homes. 

The Czech Republic is first in 
line of the Eastern European 
countries to apply for membership 
of the European Union. Yet since 
1993 tens ofthousands of 
Romanies have been excluded 
from Czech citizenship. The Czech 
government has taken no legal 
steps to counter the killing of 
gypsies, nor the open social 
apartheid which is banning the 
Roma from jobs and even from 
restaurants and public places. 

All over Europe the Romanies, 
who lost more than half their 
number in the Holocaust, are being 
killed, beaten and denied a place to 
live. In London on Human Rights 
Day, launching its report “The 
Roma/Gypsies of Europe: A 
Persecuted People”, the Institute of 
Jewish Policy Research called far 
war reparations for tbe Rema- 


in the evening this statement was 
handed to the Czech ambassador in 
support of the Prague protest: “We 


do everything in its power to 
ensure equal citizenship, social 
justice and personal safety for the 
Roma of the Czech Republic. The 
United Nations has declared 1997 
tbe Year of Tolerance and 
Understanding. Let its funds be 
used for this urgent task.” 

ANTHONY JULIUS 
MAREKKOHN 
Dr MARGARET BREARIY 
(Institute for Jewish Policy Research) 
Dr DONALD KENRICK 
(Romm)' Institute) 

PETER MERCER 
(Gypsy Council for Education, 
Welfare and Human Mgfits) 

MORIS FARM 
EVAEBERHARDT 
(Phare) 
and others 
London W1 


No antibiotics 
in the milk 

Sin Mr Coleman’s letter (“Farm 
antibiotics the real danger”, 9 
December) contains a number of 
inaccuracies. 

If a daiiy cow is treated with 
antibiotics, its milk is withheld from 
the food chain anti] any trace of 
antibiotics disappear. Therefore 
antibiotic residues are not normally 
present in milk. Samples of milk for 
testing are regularly taken on the 
farm and again at processing 
centres. Any farmer supplying milk 


containing antibiotic residues is 
liable to severe financial penalties. 

Mr Coleman is mistaken when he 
suggests that milk used to make 
yoghurt has io be heated to hjgh 
temperatures in order to inactivate 
antibiotics which would otherwise IdD 
a yqgfaurt culture. The reason many 
dairy companies give milk a high-heat 
treatment in yoghurt-making has 
nothing to do with antibiotics. 7be 
treatment alters the structure of the 
proteins in the milk and gives yoghurt 
the desired texture. 

ANNE STACEY 
Information Services Manager 
National Dairy Council 
London Wl 


Teachers work 
all hours 

Sir. Last week I worked over 55 
hours and I spent five hours on 
Sunday working on a new scheme 
of work for mathematics. On 
Monday I arrived in school before 
830am and left, after a governors' 
meeting, at 930pm. The 
Organisation for Economic Co- 


that UK primary teachers wort 
longer than their colleagues in 
other countries - 950 hours per 
year and fourth highest in the 
OECD’s list of 20 countries - 
seems to grossly underestimate my 
workload and that of my colleagues 
in primary schools (“Britain’s 
teachers at top of pay league", 10 
December). 

The School "teachers’ Payand 
Conditions Document of 1996, like 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. 

R rc 0171-293 2056; e-mail: testers@mdependent.co.uk). 

E-mail correspondents are adeed to give a postal address- Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


its predecessors for many years, 
states that “a teacher shall be 
available to perform ...duties... 
specified by tbe headteacher for 
1365 hours in any school year”. It 
continues, “A teacher shall ... work 
such additional hours as may be 
needed to enable him to discharge 
effectively his professional duties, 
including, in particular, the 
marking of pupils' work, the writing 
of reports on pupils and the 

preparation of lessons, teaching 
material and teaching 
programmes”. 

For a headteacher the only 
reference to working hours is that 
“a headteacher shall be entitled to 
a break of reasonable length during 
the course of each school day”. I 
can’t remember the last 
uninterrupted lunchtime 2 had. 
DAVID CORNWALL 
Headteacher, St Matthew 'sCE 
School 

Westncwton, Cumbria 


Free the children 


Sir Denis MacShane asks wbat can 
be done to stop child labour 
(“These small slaves need 
liberation”, 9 December). 

UniceFs State of the World’s 
Children Report 1997, published 
on 11 December, states that 
provision of universal education is 
vital. Initially school removes 
children from the workplace. It 
also equips them with the 
knowledge and skills to enable 
them to exercise some autonomy in 
the work they do in adulthood. 

Our government should be 
promoting education for all, and 
more aid spending should be 
directed towards this goal. 
JAN1NEFEARON 
Sheffield, South Yorkshire 


Your jackpot 
prize - a peerage 


Sir: Your criticism of Lord 
Cranbome (“Why Labour should 
send the lords aleaping”, 10 
December) rests upon a confusion. 
Every lotteiy produces results 
which, according to some other 
principle, seem biased. What the 
hereditary system does for the 
legislature is to bring in people who 
are not retired politicians, not 
those who have reached the top of 
some other ladder, not invariably in 
the second half of their lives. 

If it is an objection that 
hereditary peers tend to be 
landowning males with upper-class 
accents, the remedy is not to 
abolish them but to introduce peers 
with some other sorts of 
ordinariness. The ancient 
Athenians used to choose members 
of the Boule by lot from suitably 
selected constituencies: in modem 
Britain the National Lottery is 
suitably biased away from the 
upper classes. Why not add to the 
jadepot a seat in the House of 
Lords? 

JR LUCAS 

East Lambrook, Somerset 

Sir. There exists a precedent for 
compromise between those who, 
like Lord Richard, would totally 
abolish the rights of hereditaiy 
peers and those like Lord 
Cranbome who would retain the 
status quo. It is the Act of Union of 
1707, whereby 16 of Arose with 
exclusively Scottish titles were to be 
elected by their peers in Edinburgh 
at every general election of 
Parliament. This they did until 
1963, when the Peerage Act 
entitled all Scottish peers to attend 
and vote, and the system of 
representation ended. 

The House of Lords could be 
reformed to accommodate a 
fraction of the present hereditaiy 
peerage, elected by their peers of 
the UK as a whole, thus greatly 
reducing the hereditaiy element in 
the House to a small group sitting 
there through a combination of 
tradition and merit. 

JAMES ALLAN 
Edinburgh 

Sin In so far as the hereditary 
principle can still be justified in the 
governance of nations. Lord 
Archer's Bill to place men and 
women on an equal footing with 
regard to the succession to the 
throne has much to commend it 
(report, 10 December). 

However, under the Statute of 
Westminster, no change lo Lhe law 
of succession lo the British throne 
may be made without the consent 
of the parliaments of the 
Dominions (of which there are now 
upwards of a dozen). 1 trust that 
tins aspect of the law will be given 
serious attention before Lora 
Archer’s proposal is allowed to 
progress io Royal AsscnL 
STEPHEN G LINSTEAD 
Solihull 
West Midlands 


Rainbow rage 

Sin The “bright yellow burglar 
alarm box" which a Gloucester- 
shire couple “have been ordered 
to camouflage" by Cotswold Dis- 
trict Council (report, 9 Dec) is 
only part of the problem. 

Recently driving through the 
area, I was dismayed by the bright 
red, amber and green of the traffic 
lights, while even more disturbing 
was the eye-scaring fluorescent 
clothing of the road workers and 
their vehicles’ flashing beacons. Tm 
notone to complain, but really ... 
ROBERT VINCENT 
Andover, Hampshire 
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[nti-Gay, a 


lon-J 


inrev< 


culture of the dub scene, has divided the homosexual 


Two of our writers take sides 


GAY 


Simon Edge 


E 


dilors love nothing better than a 
truth turned on its head, and Mark 
Simpson, the editor of Anti-Gay, 
knows it. The master of the gender- 


guy hut 1 don't like gay bars. 

With .•Oiri-Gtiy, he has taken the joke to its 
logical conclusion. Proudly describing himself 
as a far from happy homosexual, be invites his 
fellow contributors to tilt at the windmill of 
monolithic gay culture and pronounces him- 
self bored with “gay". 


On these pages, John Lyttle gives “gay", 4 
hi Simpson, a capital G and lo! - ideological 
conflict is bom. Before you can say Tom Robin- 
son. Mark has become the scourge of brain- 
less hedonism, offering a bridge back to the 
halcyon days when wc were miserable, but at 
least we knew why. 

You might expect an argu- gggE" 
mem between ‘■gay" and “anti- 
gay" to place between Ian At IOI 
McKellen and Edwin a Currie wo’r® 
in one comer, and Dame Jill 
Knight and Terry Dicks in the both thi 
other. That the terminology ■ 

doesn't quite fit offers an early 311(1 H 
clue that Mark's zany publish- SGV1SG! 
ing wheeze is not quite the - 

cerebral bombshell it is WOfClj 
cracked up to be. But since CaVIlC 
Anti-Gay has become a rallying J * 

point for all those who fear DG3C 

that the gay community Is pill- times* ta 
popping itself into oblivion, it *■■**»*» 
is time to knock that myth on tnC Itl) 
the head once and for all. rAnroc 

We have simply never had it rtspres. 
so gay. A senior member of the self- 

shadow Cabinet is out and 
unscathed, as is a Tory back- 
bencher. The deputy chairman 
of the Conservative Party 
attends a gay rights gala. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury says homosexuals are made in 
God ' 5 image. A gay activist is knighted. A High 
Court judge says the ban on lesbians and gay 
men serving in the armed forces is indefensi- 
ble. Gay celebs are never off the box, and woe 
betide the soap without a gay character. Even 
Xaghbou/s. 

The world is being forced to decide whose 
side its on - and the answer is increasingly 
ours. You can still be sacked for being gay, but 
it happens less often because more people will 


pavement cappuccino cannot 
— — 1 be the motor of social change? 

But they are, Blanche, they 
f last. are. In the Seventies, the only 
- public images of homosexual- 
jay In ity were Larry Grayson and Mr 
ailCidlt Humphreys from Are You 
Served? 

)uGrn “Shut that door,” Larry 

of the advised, and by crikey we did: 

as a mixed-up gay teenager, I 
nd OUI 1 padlocked myself inside the 

S is a doset. Thankfully, times have 

'* ” a changed. Glad to be gay has 

n for become a lifestyle, not a grit- 

nn -j : n ted-teeth slogan, and brash 

images of a cocky and glam- 
tery of orous subculture are hard to 

An anti n “ SS- ^ etl paper® l* e the 
On ana Evening Standard run a gay 

enial dubbing section, you know 

we're winning. Hail Mary, they 
think we're hup. 

At long last, we're gay in 
both the ancient and modern 
senses of the word, and our gayness is a bea- 
con, a benign siren call for those trapped in 
the misery of repression and self-denial. The 
knock-on effect is liberating collectively as well 
as individually. It means more lesbian and gay 
people stand up for themselves and for ns all 
- in the street, at work and in the family - 
thereby hacking great chunks off the edifice 
of prejudice. That, in turn, makes it easier for 
others to come out The vicious circle, where 
the doset gave prejudice its life-blood and 
prejudice strengthened the doset, has suddenly 
turned virtuous. 

Commercialism breeds more diversity than 
it gets credit for- show me the straight equiv- 
alent of the thriving clubs for fat gay men. 
where “body fascism" is outlawed - but that's 
not the point. The party culture is important 
as a means, not an end. Hedonism, whether it 
knows it or not. is the best tool we have ever 
had for emptying the closets, and it has 
fuelled, not undermined, the gains of the gay 
Nineties. It's the greatest ideology of them alL 
And if Mark and his friends prefer straight 
bars, they will find less prejudice there as a 
result of it. 


At long last, 
we’re gay in 
both the ancient 
and modern 
senses of the 
word, and our 
gayness is a 
beacon for 
those trapped in 
the mystery of 
repression and 
self-denial 


make a fuss. Many of us still face prejudice 
from families, neighbours and colleagues, and 
queer-bashers still stalk the streets. Never- 


theless. it is easier to come out than ever 
he fore, because fewer people hat an eyelid 
when we do: the 200,000 people who attend 
our annual Pride festival these days are living 
proof that homophobia is alive and well in too 
many walks of life, but gay people are incom- 
parably better off in 19% than we were one 
decade ago, let alone two or three. 

But for Mark and contributors such as 
Peter Tatchell and Paul Burston, not to men- 
tion the blessed Lyttle, there is a problem. 
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THE 

REAL LIFE 
CHRISTMAS 
& NEW YEAR 
CLUB GUIDE 


Tis the season to 
get back on the 
dance floor. If 
you’re a once-a-year 
clubber or an old 
hand you need our 
comprehensive 
festive clubbing 
guide - over 100 
events nationwide 


IN THE SUNDAY R FAY FAY 


Remembrance of times past. . . In what she believes 
will be her last major piece of published writing, 
Martha Gellhom (right), looks back on some 
extraordinary moments from her extraordinary life 


'One of the most wonderful chapters in the whole 
history of art.. David Sylvester on early Cubism 


Pius: Andy Beckett on a thoroughly modem drifter, 
and the very best of Christmas wines and liqueurs 



L et’s set the record bent Homo- 
sexuality and Gay are separate 
cm cities. To be homosexual is to 
be attracted to the same sex, full 
stop, period. Tb be Gay is to be attracted 
to members of the same sex and John 
Richmond tops, rainbow flags, Gina G 
CDs and pin eapple-scen ted hair gel 
Homosexuality is doing what conies 
naturally. Gay is a cultural and -more 
and more - a commercial construct, a 
one-size-fits-all identity: homosexual 
men are not only told “Suit^you, sir” - 
even when the tight fit is obviously con- 
stricting Mood flow to the brain - but 


The Nineties have also seen a relentless 
growth in the commercial gay scene and a cult 
of rampant consumerism. Read the free gay 
press nowadays and little exists beyond the 
party culture of drugs, dance music and 
disco tits - for the boys, of course. If you don’t 
conform in looks, age, (cup-) size, spending 
power or HIV antibody status, your invitation 
has effectively been lost in the post. Nobody 
said the New Jerusalem would nave such nar- 
row visa requirements. 

The “anti-gays" accept without question that 
the dual phenomena of extraordinary progress 
and wild hedonism are naturally antagonistic. 
You can see why the press, once investigative, 
now largely trash advertorial, winds them up: 
cover headlines such as “Is your penis big 
enough?” and “Maddona [sic] as Evita" are 
hardly the pinnacle of homosexual creative 
achievement And surely bulging pectorals and 


ANTI-GAY 


John Lyttle 


also that it will actually liberate them, 
bring equality, basic civfl. liberties, every- 


bring equality, basic civu liberties, every- 
thing: tfthe/fl toe the party, party, party 
line. 

It wasn’t always so. Gay used to be a 
rallying cry, then an ad hoc, seldom 
agreed but affirming ideology that pro- 
pelled the brow-beaten out of the doset. 


out of invisibility and into ... what? Gay 
would claim the light, which of course 
loosely translates as “ghetto”. 

The ghetto - Like Gay - should have 
been a phase we were going through. A 
stopping and copping off place to gather 
thoughts and forces; a safe yet transitory 
retreat when we weren’t advancing. 
Except that Gay got stuck in the fun: in, 
predictably, addictive ly defining itself 
solely through (yawn) sex. This was a clas- 
sic own goal and a dear contradiction, 
for the aim, Gay proclaimed, was main- 
stream acceptance, assimilation, the end 
of difference making a difference. 

Which explains why homophobia 


loves, not loathes. Gay: Gay- gives doc- 
umentary justification toshnil claims of 
heedless hedonism: And Gay requires 
homophobia. It keeps the quarrel safety 
about how “they” define us, deflecting 
attention from the urgent subject of bow 
we redefine ourselves ini a time that 
could soon see us married, with chil- 
dren. or, worse, in the military. Surety 
we wanted to be less of the minority and 
more of the masses: everyday and ordi- 
nary, with no need to be always patho- 
logically proud or upbeat; allowed, at 
last, to relax and have off days too. 

Only Gay can’t move on. It clings to 
the freedom of its chains, refusing even 


to discuss what the future may do to the 

way we think and feel about ouredves 
beyond chanting Gay is Good. Once a 
proud parent. Gay has exhausted its pri- 
mary purpose and seen its day, become 
a brand a think pink (pound) phe- 
nomenon with aself-se Lf-se If- justifying 
chat-up line. And the punters fall for it 
time after time: pleasure is, God damn 
it. their birthright, especially after the 
crap that the big, had world has thrown 
at them, poor lickle diddums. Ahd, Gay- 
gasps, they needn’t be ashamed of 
grandiose consumption, foe - how 
canny, how convenient - their pleasure, 
like the personal, is political. 

Which is kind of true. If 'you’re 
despised, feeling better about yourself 
is a mandatory baby step. Ana then? 


What’s next? Now what? How is hardu 
won visibility harnessed? How. do yoft 
slip the ra-ra-ra. back into radical? 

In the main, you don’t One; to 
achieve Gayhood is the end in itself. 
TWo; if the message is that revolution 
realty exists in revolutions per minute, 
then the first step is the secondstep Is. 
the third step - a dance step. Follow the 
bo uncing logic: the freeing of the non- 
heterosexual from the killer coils of 
bigotry and oppression will be the first 
time in human history that shaking it, 
and putting it; about on a Saturday night 
has granted a downtrodden minority 
their inalienable human, rights.-.' ■' 

Sure. 

Not that Gay wants anyone to stop and, 
moll it over. Neither does Gay want you 
pondering upon otherwise inexplicable 
attacks on the campaigning, plod, plod, 
plod. Pick up the Gay press and witness 
the sniping at Stonewall, the CKgamsation 
behind the lowering of the homosexual 
age of consent, the regular savaging of 
Outrage, et al. Nonsensical unless you 
understand that Gay, the franchise, is 
(subliminalty?) attempting to maintain a 
rather cosy status quo. It (uncon- 
sdousty?) realises that battling tfirourfu 
the courts, domestic and European, v»r 
inevitably forge a future that wfll trans- 
form a certain sensibility, and scene, 
beyond recognition— and probably trash 
profit margins. Yet Gay- fooling no one 
but itself - screams it wants change.. 
Indeed, it daims sole credit for iL 
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Y ou know the rap - it’s an update 
of that harctyperennial, Famous 
Faggots of-Histoiy: how Gay, 
and Gay atone, single-handedly changed 
the world. See. that pop star is Gay, that 
MP fa Gay, haven't yon docked East- 
Benders, what about Michael Bany- 
more fora role model etc The idea that 
Aids may have horribly, relentlessly, 
raised and altered public consciousness 
isn’t even considered 
Neither fa the effect of feminism, nor 
the collapse of the femity, nor the role 
of capitalism itself in making previously 
condemned lifestyles commonplace. 
Gay has a vision, ail right, and it’s tun- 
nel & cannot imagine that it did not 
transfooemthe environment; rather, that 
the environment transformed it. 

Which isamatter of faith. Gay faa faith ft 
-a faith for the few. Certainty not for the; 
blade, the -fill, the female (unless she 
sings), the over-40, or those who Jcnow a 
strait) acket from a life jacket It’s a faith 
with its face permanently before the 
mirror without ever seeing itself (well, 
look what happened to Caliban); Con- 
vinced of its rightness, unaccustomed to 
challenge. Gay need not argue issues. 
Instead it Jayscbwn the law, smugly accus- 
ing the heretic of bringing the Word into 
disrepute, of (reveafingty) “mfaerablism", 
and of “internalised homophobia". 

Gay cannot bring itself to believeyou 
mean what yew say. There has to be 
something wrong with you. Which mag: 
IcaHy returns us to the political being 
personal - very personal. And to that 
confusion between homosexuality and 
Gay that allows the latter to pontificate 
for the former, so arrogantly certain of 
itself that it forgets that all faiths finally 
fall, and t hat life’s single lesson for 
everyone is Adapt or Die. 


Fobbing people off, the English way 
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T oday, as a service to 
students of English as 
a foreign language, or 
just to students of the 
British people, I am bring- 
ing you a list of fourscore 
different ways in which you 
can say “I cannot help you” 
in English, a phrase that has 
made ns a legend through 
the International business 
and industrial world. 


I would like to help you, 
but ... 

Much as I would like to help 
you -. 

With the best wiD in the 
world ... 

1 only wish ... 

I’m afraid I cannot be of 
assistance. 

I’m extremely sorry. 

T m very Sony. 

I'm sany. 

Sony. 

Sorry, but there it fa. 


Afraid not. 

Count me out. 

No can do. 

No way. It's not on. 

It’s hot a possibility. 

What we are looking aL is 
□ol in the realm of the 
possible. 

Out of the question. 

Not a chance in hell 
Chance would be fine thing. 
I should coco. 

Pull the other one. 

Do me a favour. 

And pigs might fly. 

And I’m the Queen of 
Sheba. 



Not in a month of Sundays. 
Not in a blue moon. 

Not in a Preston Guild. 

Not on your nelly. 

I can’t see it. . 


Miles 

Kington 


I haven’t got four pairs of 
hands. 


Sony, darling. 


I can’t work miracles. 

Arc you serious? 

Are you taking the Michael? 
Are you winding me up? 

Are you on the level? 


I don’t believe it 
Ido not believe iL 
This I do not believe. 

This I cannot credit 

You're asking the 
impossible. 

You’re asking for the moon. 

Don’t ask for credit, as a 
refusal often offends. 

No way, Jose. 


I'm not with you. 

1 cannot see my way to - 
granting your request. 
Miracles we can do, the 
impossible takes a little 
longer. . . 

This is not my department. 
Yon have come to the wrong 
person. 

Not down this neck of the 
woods. 

Wrong number, old son. 
Hard cheese. 

Tough titty. 

No dice. 

Not a chance. 

Forget it. 

Yon should be so lueky. 
Look... 

Look, darling ... 


Look, darling, Fd love tb 
help, but - 
Look. dadm rdiove to 
help, butyoure asking the 
impossible. 

Please don’t insist , . . 

Oh, yeah? ■ 

You and whose army? 
Sezwfaq? 

Wanna bet? 

Are you sure? 

Are you trying it on? 

You've pricked the wrong 
customer. 

Nabody.says (bat to me and 
gets away with iff 
You're out of order. . 
YbnTe way over the top. 
You’re crying for the moon. 
I refuse to co-operate until 
you remove the beef ban 


■ 
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I would like to help you, 
but _ 




Back io the beginning and 
Start again. 


X , 

V l: a. 
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the commentators 


We’re heading for 
the booziest 
Christmas ever 



I t is going to be a boozy 
Christmas. Flip on the TV 
and the ads delight with 
the wonderful world of alcohol 
Open a Sunday colour supple- 
ment and there is page after 
page of adverts - some funny, 
some snobbish, some laddish, 
some loutish. The only thing 
they don't proclaim about their 
products is that they makeyou 
drunk. Of course they au do 
that provided you keep at it, 
and what ads are about is prod- 
uct differentiation. 

We won’t know the figures 
for another month, but it would 
be surprising if official Christ- 
mas dnnk sales are not a record 
> V for the 1990s. Add in drink 
\ brought from France and the 
total sales will be even higher. 

Sales will be record not because 
of the persuasiveness of the 
Hooch Man ads and the like on 
our young people, whatever 
the moralists would claim. No, 
drink sales are going co be very 
strong for two reasons, one 
short term, the other long term. 

The short-term explanation 
is straightforward. At Limes of 
rising consumer confidence and 
sharply rising real incomes peo- 
ple tend, so to speak, to splash 
oul This is purely a cyclical 
effect This Christmas happens 
to come at a time when the 
country is experiencing a con- 
sumer boom similar to that of 
the run-up to the 1987 election. 

All retail spending will be hi gh, 
but spending on drink is elas- 
tic: if people feel richer they 
tend to spend disproportion- 
ately more on the stuff. So spending on alco- 
hol will be particularly hi g h, even compared 
with spending on other consumer items. 

The buoyancy will be further encouraged by 
pvh drink-friendly Budget spirits down in price, 
and a standstill on beer duty. True, duty on 
alcopops rose sharply, but this is still quite a 
small market. It was as though the Government 
was signalling that it wanted people to smoke 
less and drink more. Remember, though, that 
this is cyclical. There will be a slow-down in 
growth ’somewhere out there in the future. 
There will be a squeeze on consumer incomes. 
There will be a government that is desperate 
to raise more revenue, and hit the obvious tar- 
gets. So at some stage this buoyancy will be 
reversed. It is very evident now, but it won't last 
The longer-term reason why drink sales 
might rise is harder to demonstrate, but in a 
way more interesting. We know that there are 
giant long-term swings in social attitudes, 
swings that last a century or more. There are 
swings in crime, swings in social conformity 
and, unsurprisingly, alio swings in attitudes to 
the consumption of alcohol. 

In England we now drink only about two- 
thirds as much as we did in the last century, and 
perhaps half as much as in the century before. 
And it is not just England. A colleague tells me 
that the traditional Spanish breakfast was 
brandy and grapes, and of course the Scottish 
l I equivalent was porridge and whisky. (Accord- 
ing to excise statistics the Scots drank two gal- 
lons of whisky a year for every man, woman and 
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go on for ever 


child in the early part of the last 
century, and probably as much 
again of untared home-brewed.) 

But if we drink less than we 
did 100 to 2QQ years ago, we do 
drink twice as much as in the 
inter-war period Between 1950 

and 1988 there was a steady rise 
in consumption. Then there 
was a plateau, and three or four 
years ago it even looked as 
though the trend might again 
turn down. Tim drink industry, 
which is very important to the 
UK, was worried that it might 
face the same sort of social 
pressures as tobacco. In the US 
the puritan lobby seemed to be 
gaining ground, while the cor- 
porate ethic against alcohol 
seemed to be pushing Ameri- 
cans into the Nordic practice of 
not drinking at all during the 
working week and therefore 
having to cram all their con- 
sumption into Friday and Sat- 
urday evening. 

Now the puritan backlash, at 
least in the UK, seems less 
likely to take hold for a num- 
ber of reasons. 

Hist, because people in gen- 
eral, and the young in particu- 
lar, seem to be taking a more 
responsible attitude to drinking 
ana driving. While every death 
or injury on the roads is a 
tragedy, and there is absolutely 
no room for complacency, there 
does seem to be a secure down- 
ward trend in drunken driving. 

Second, in so far as we can 
believe any statistics about 
health, there does seem to be 
some health advantage in mod- 
erate drinking. The British Heart Foundation 
certainly thinks so. There is also a fascinating 
study cm alcohol and mortality in New Zealand, 
carried oul by the University of Auckland, 
which suggested that alcohol cut the death rate 
of the middle aged and elderly, but added to 
the death rate of the young. In absolute num- 
bers of deaths, though not years of life lost, 
there was a gain from d rinkin g. In an ideal 
world 1 suppose you would try to discourage 
the young from drinking and encourage the 
old. But there are obvious practical difficulties 
in imposing such a policy! dearly, what you 
have .to tty to do is to encourage moderation, 
but that is not an easy trick to pull either. ' 
Third, it may be that what might be called the 
southern European ethos about d rinking - lit- 
tle and often rather than the periodic binge -is 
spreading north. There are lots of little signs: the 
Swedish government makmg alcohol sales more 
attractive by privatising its liquor monopoly; the 
move to continental European (ie lower) tax lev- 
els on alcohol here; the tendency for places serv- 
ing alcohol to serve food too, and so on. 

The thing about big soda! swings is that they 
are impossible to chart until long afterwards. 
It is impossible to prove that the long-term 
trend in drinking alcohol is still rising, but it 
feds likg it And it feels like it, not just by 
observing the offioe party scene this festive sea- 
son, or even observing die Hooch Man on the 
box. Now, when they start advertising Hooch 
to the elderly for medicinal reasons ... but I 
suspect the elderly would have better taste. 


A s a parent one 
strives to protect 
one’s offspring 
from m align influ- 
ences, but despite 
everything my youngest daugh- 
ter has succumbed to the most 
common cult of all. She has 
entered “the magical world of 
Barbie” and try as I might I 
can’t get her back. 

At least I know that my eldest 
daughter went through the 
same thing and has now been so 
successfully deprogrammed 
that the only game she plays 
with Barbie is one she cans 
"Barbie commits suicide''. As a 
toddler, she would wail night 
after night for "a bender". This 
was her name for these dubi- 
ously flexible creatures. 

I gave in. Most of us do. For- 
:t gender stereotyping, ideo- 
objectioos, crass con- 
sumerism - harassed mothers 
hand these toys to their kids as 
if they were supplying them with 
crack. “I know tfs not gpod for 
her, but all her friends are doing 
it.” Don’t worry, we say, it’s a 
phase, she’ll grow out of iL 
I told myself this only last 
week when. I was purchasing 
Jewel Hair Mermaid Barbie. 
Her hair Is 38cm long and full 
of star-shaped jewels. She has 

onfSrever. She caunotwaS; 
because her golden dress fans 
out into a mermaid taiL She is 
beautiful and she is desired. By 
my five-year-old. anyway. 

My daughter wants to say she 
has got another Barbie in order 
to be part of the Barbie econ- 
omy that dominates the play- 
ground. She wants to put her to 
bed in between Paul (Sind/s 
boyfriend) and Aladdin. She 
wants to take her clothes off 
with her fat little fingers and 
then nag at me to pot then on 
again. Of course, I shall reluc- 
tantly stretch lycra over the 
Barbie bosom until the 
inevitable day that 1 find Jewel 
Hair Mermaid Barbie, naked 
. accept for a coating^of felt tip 
arid biro, legs askew, hair 
mussed up by having been 
washed one too many times 
with real shampoo, at the bot- 
tom of the toy box. 

You won’t find Abused Bar- 
bie in the shops, though, for 
Barbie is pure. Her royal pink- 
□ess exists in a world of pre- 
adolescent girliness. She is a 
princess, a mermaid, a gymnast, 
a songbird, a ballerina. She 
goes on picnics. She has a boree 
with hair as long and blonde as 
hers. She lives ii a plastic 
Tudoibethan palace. She bas a 
boyfriend of sorts, but what can 
you say about a man who calls 
himself Shaving Fun Ken (he 
has "real" hair and a beard to 


by Suzanne Moore 



Women think Barbie is an unsuitable role 
model because she is artificial: little girls 
like her precisely because she is 


really shave)? Ken is also prone 
to dazzling us in his "sparkling 
holographic" beach shorts. Fag 
Hag Bari>ie, it would appear, 
lives in a dream house with a 
gay man and a couple of little 
sisters that she has picked up 
along the way (Shelly and Sta- 
cie) - Single Mother Barbie is 
not on the agenda as yet 
Her friend Ken is not exactly 
in the closet, anyway, as anyone 
who enters the Barbie pages on 
the Internet wflj realise. Here 
he is engaged in all sorts of acts 
that one would imagine require 
genitals. Fortunately, neither 
Ken nor Barbie herself possess 
these. Still, who needs genitals 


when you can have ridiculous 
pert breasts and legs that go on 
forever and can ride a songbird 
carriage that features decora- 
tive birds that flutter their wing? 
as you move along? 

Witching little girls play with 
these creatures, one realises 
that Barbie is both Babe and 
baby. She is exactly what a 
woman should be, and yet small 
enough to manipulate in every 
way. Her lifestyle doesn’t 
involve work but endless fan- 
tasies of feminine ■fun. 

Sindy, an Essex girl version 
of Barbie, meanwhile, is more 
down-market, and, it has to be 
said, a lot cheaper. Sindy is. 


how shall we put iL, more ath- 
letic, endlessly disco-dancing 
in her playhouse, doing somer- 
saults or cruising around in a 
speedboat Sindy is romantic 
but practical. 

Sindy, for instance, has a 
magic dream boat a plastic gon- 
dola that transforms itself into 
a dining table and chairs. Sindy 
really does a lot of things. Sindy 
“really dances and her jacket 
lights up”. Sindy “really ped- 
als". Sindy “really spins". Sindy, 
one feels, could easily see off a 
Dragon Flyz Riptor Dragon or 
a Mighty Roar Goliath or Big 
Slarnmu or any of those macho 
boys’ toys. 


If Barbie is ensconced in n 
retrograde view of the world, it 
doesn't show salcswise. She is 
more popular than ever. Her 
Aryan perfection will be found 
in many a Christmas stocking. 
A consumer boycott is not 
likely. Barbie deprivation is a 
crime that few of us are pre- 
pared to commit 

Nor are there any real alter- 
natives on the market. What 
would we prefer to give our lit- 
tle girls - PMT Barbie? Bene- 
fit Barbie? Bobbit Barbie, com- 
plete with accessorised kitchen 
knife? 

Women think Barbie is an 
unsuitable role model because 
she is artificial; little girls like 
her precisely because she is. 
Grown-ups see nothing but 
blonde passivity; little girls see 
a powerful figure who rules 
her world according to fantasy, 
not fact. 

Barbie does what the hell she 
likes, and what she likes bas 
little to do with the adult world 
of work and money and sex. If 
we moan, as we continually do, 
that children grow up too 
quickly, then why do we want 
them to have toys that reflect 
the tensions of the adult world? 

Ah ... but what about the 
fantasy of femininity that Bar- 
bie promotes? What happens if 
you are not white, not blonde, 
not a ballerina? What happens 
if you are not gping to grow up 
into an adult Barbie like Clau- 
dia Schiffer? Are we perma- 
nently damaged by these 
oppressive little dolls? Were the 
generations that grew up with 
TFesty, the doll with a hole in 
her head and a key in her back 
that made her hair grow, for- 
ever disturbed by realising that 
she was, in fact, a mutant, that 
real women didn't have holes in 
their heads? 

Barbie lives in a dream world 
because it is a world that ele- 
vates an idealised view of fem- 
ininity at the same time as 
denying its fleshy reality. Is this 
really a dream world, or an 
accurate reflection of what soci- 
ety continues to demand from 
women? Barbie is merely ruler 
of the realm of living dolls, a 
world where decorative women 
are not allowed appetites of any 
description. 

As always, it's the little girls 
who understand. Eventually, 
most of them will reject her as 
merely “sad” and ridiculous. 
They are growing up expecting 
to engage actively with the 
worid. Barbie’s pastel passivity 
will be abandoned Sadly it is 
we, the adults, to judge from 
female anxiety and male taste, 
who are guiltily enthralled by 
the possibility that she could be 
real 


Hit-and-run attack on the public 


Z ipping through the traffic at high speed, 
a careless motorist takes out a wobbling 
cyclist. Spitting fury, and teeth, the 
cyclist rises from the road arid hollers the words 
to strike fear into any driver’s heart: "Ha ha. 
I'm with Bupa.” 

Or at least they would strike fear if anyone 
knew about this: cause an accident and hurt 
someone with private medical insurance, and 
your car insurance company could be shelling 
out for years. Medical insurance companies 
regularly sue to recoup the costs of care for 
someone injured at another person's hands. 
.And you can be sure that the insurer passes on 
those costs, either through savagely higher pre- 
miums for the poor sod that caused the acci- 
dent, or through raising prices for all drivers 
(or both). 

Now file Law Commission wants the NHS 
to be able to play the same game. It's a neat 
idea, and the principle behind it - to make the 
reckless pay - is appealing enough. But as it 
stands it would be a nightmare. 

At the moment, the NHS picks up the vic- 
tims of accidents and sews them back together 
again, no matter where the fault lies. Around 
£lhn of taxpayers' money is spent patching up 
v, iciims. So the Law Commission has proposed 
that the NHS should sue for costs in the same 
wav. 

There is something deeply satisfying about 
this idea. Why should innocent, careful people 
pay for the screw-ups and the recklessness of 
others? Those at fault should lake some 
responsibility for their actions. 

If the cost of car accidents, for example, can 
be spread across all drivers (or all bad drivers) 
through insurance company premiums, well, 
that’s even better. Bankrupting one driver who 
happened to make a silly mistake - just as any 
one of us could do - seems severe and puni- 
lativc. But charging all drivers extra money to 
cover the full health costs of their essentially 
risky and dangerous habit - driving - seems fair 
enough. 

Whv stop there? Why not apply the same 
principle to foolish risks we lake with our own 
health, too? Travel insurance companies 
demand higher premiums for fools who choose 
to slither down foreign snowy slopes with noth- 
ing to protect them beyond a woolly bat and 
a ‘puffy jacket. Why shouldn’t hikers and 
climbers in Sco llano or the Lake District pay 
un extra fee to the NHS in case they need a 



Yvette 

Cooper 

The Law 
Commission 
wants people to 
pay for the 
risks they taka 
Fine, says 
Yvette Cooper 
- but who 
would really 
benefit? 


broken limb reset when they gel to the bottom 
of the hill? 

While we're at it, we could make people take 
financial responsibility for all kinds of other fooh 
ish risks. Romantics who choose to become 
actors rather than accountants, for example, 
could be charged extra unemployment insurance 
- on the basis that they are far more likely to 
be out of work than their sum-totting colleagues. 

These are the principles that lie behind a new 
paper by the academics David Halpera and 
Stuart White. Writing for the on-line thmktaak 
NEXUS*, they argue that the state should 
make individuals pay the cost of "risks that they 
undertake voluntarily, as a matter of lifestyle 
choice". 

Theirs is not the tough, punitive, "serves- 
you-right" kind of approach. Far from it Cig- 
arette smokers would not have to pay the entire 
cost of treatment for lung cancer or risk being 
denied it altogether. Instead, they would sim- 
ply pay a risk premium on eveiy cigarette they 
smoked- as in fact they do already through cig- 
arette duty -so that the burden of treating lung 
cancer could be split fairly between all puffers. 

More important, in the Halpem- White view 
of the world, the state would make sure that 
we were not punished for brute bad luck. In 
other words, people who are unemployed 
because they don't have the ability to get the 
qualifications that employers want should not 
be charged extra insurance premiums. But 
people who choose to go into nigh unemploy- 
ment professions (like all those actors) should. 

It sounds so clever. And there may well be 
promising avenues for a government to pursue. 
But we should proceed with caution, for there 
are all kinds of ethical and practical problems 
along the way. 

Fora start, this is a ferociously liberal, indi- 
vidualistic way to carve up the mistakes and 
choices we make - working out the calculus of 
costs, risks and responsibilities, and producing 
a fax bill or insurance bill to match. What hap- 
pens, for example, to the woman who chooses 
to get pregnant - one of the riskiest and costli- 
est decisions a woman can make? Should wc 
charge her for iL her family, or all women of 
menstruating age? Or should we bear the costs 
together, accepting that we all share obligations 
to the next generation, whether they are our 
own children or not? 

Consider, loo, the insidious effect this cost 
calculus could have on those who willingly 


share their risks and mutual obligations in a dif- 
ferent kind of way. Some of the fiercest oppo- 
nents of extra charges on hill-walkers at the 
moment, for example, arc those who volunteer 
to pace the fells in rescue teams whenever 
someone gets lost. 

Halpem and White are the first to admit that 
their approach should not be applied to every 
problem. But the limits aren't just ethical, they 
are practical, and this is where the Law Com- 
mission's proposal comes unstuck. 

It is easy enough for the state to levy a tax 
on cigarettes, or on cars, so that smokers and 
drivers share the cost of their risky escapades. 
But using private insurance companies as the 
mechanism to make people pay the cost of the 
accidents they cause, as the Law Commission 
suggests, is fraught with practical problems. 

Imagine iL Rather than getting extra cash 
for long cancer through a levy raised by the 
slate, the NHS would have to sue for extra cash 
for accidents through the courts. Motorists and 
their insurance companies would contest H furi- 
ously, hauling to shift the blame an to some- 
one else. And guess what? The lawyers would 
have a field day. 

No wonder the Law Commission is so keen 
on the plan. Cynics might suggest that behind 
that veneer of concern for the taxpayer's cash 
lies a large amount of self-interesL A US-style 
litigation culture is in sight Armies of ambu- 
lance chasers (otherwise known as personal 
injury lawyers) eould sue the driver of the car 
that hit you, the owner of the firm that didn't 
provide you with adequate safety equipment 
at work, the waitress who spill coffee on you, 
the council that failed to mend the pavement 
you tripped up over, and so on and so on. 

Tar from making the allocation of resources 
in society and the economy more efficient, it 
looks as if the Law Commission proposal would 
simply shift resources round in circles. Find- 
ing ways to make individuals fake responsibil- 
ity for their own behaviour is a worthy enough 
aim. So too is finding genuine savings for the 
taxpayer. Sadly, it seems, the Law Commis- 
sion’s idea is not the best way to do either. 
Rather than subsidising the carelessness of bad 
drivers (or the mistakes of hikers, and gambles 
by smokers) society would end up lining the 
pockets of lawyers instead. 

* NEXUS can be found on 
http-V/'www.dar eam.ac.uk/nexus 



At 1 6, Mary ran away from a life of abuse. Today 
she is homeless. Could you sleep easy on Christmas 
Eve knowing she was shivering in a bus shelter? 

You can help keep Mary, and thousands of vulnerable 
people like her, safe and warm over Christmas. With 
£25 from you. Crisis can provide a warm bed. hot 
meals, clean clothes and someone co talk to at one 
of our shelters. 

As the days count down to Christmas, over 2,000 
homeless people are counting on Crisis. We’re counting 
on you. Our service depends on public donations. So 
please send your £25 today - in time to help us buy 
the bedding, food and dothes we need to bring Mary 
in from the cold. 


Countdown to Christmas 


I Yes, HI keep homeless people warm; 
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Jeremy Warner 


Sev eral leading City figures are 
expected to be strong/y criticised 
in a Department of Trade and 
Industry report on the Guinness 
affair to be published next 
week, 10 years after government 
inspectors were sent in to in- 
vestigate the company. 

The long-delayed report is to 
he published “within clays’* of a 
ruling by the European Cotut 
of Human Rights on whether 
accepted civil liberties were in- 
fringed in prosecuting Ernest 
Saunders, the former Guin- 
ness chairman, and others. 

Government sources say the 
report will be published re- 


Saunders ruling to pave way for publication next week of damning DTI findings on share support operation 


ganffess of whether the Euro- 
pean Court comes down in 
favour of Mr Saunders. Judg- 
ment is expected to be handed 
down on Tuesday. 

The DTI report has already 
been redrafted to take account 
of the acquittal on theft charges 
of Thomas TCud, the American 
lawyer caught up in the Guin- 
ness affair , ana the Serious 
fraud Office’s decision to drop 
proceedings against David May- 
hew, a senior partner of the 
stockbrokers, Cazenove. 

However, the DTI's inspec- 
tors, David Donaldson QC and 


Ion Who, remain scathing in 
their analysis of events sur- 
rounding Guinness's bid for 
Distillers in the mid-1980s and 
highly critical of a number of 
those involved. 

One scarce said: “This is go- 
ing to be a big embarrassment 
co those hoping the Guinness af- 
fair had gone away for good. It’s 
coining back to haunt them.” 

The report steers dear of ait- 


up in the anair-lavyers and ac- 
countants - but there is severe 
castigation of eight of the main 
protagonists. Also singled out 


for strong criticism is Morgan 
Grenfell, which advised Guin- 
ness oh the DistiOers takeover. 
Several others are died in lan- 
guage that alleges negligence 
and varying degrees of in- 
volvement. 

The report also touches on 
some smaller “share support" 
frauds which took place in the 
Gty at about the same time. 

No view is expressed on 
whether part of a secret £5 2m 
payment bv Guinness which 
mysteriously passed through 
Mr Saunders’ Swiss bank ac- 
count was intended for him. Mr 


Saunders has consistently de- 
nied it The episode was never 
the subject or charges against 
Mr Saundeis, but th e-payment 

was examined at length during 
his trial 

The Guinnes affair resulted 
in the conviction for fraud of 
four men - Mr Saunders, Ibny 
Fames, the stockbroker, Gerald 
Reason, the property tycoon, 
and Sir Jack Lyons, patron of 
the arts. All except the last of 
these were jailed. 

Criminal proceeding against 
a further three, David Mayhew, 
Lord Spens and Roger Seelig, 


were abandoned while Mr 
Ward was acquitted after a 
lengthy fight against extradition 
from the US. - 

The DTI report deals- with 
Guinness’s attempt artificially 
to inflate its own share price 
during the contested -£L7bn 
bid for DistiHets, thereby en- 
hancing its chances of winning. 

Guinness secretly indemni- 
fied a series of “supporters” 
against any loss they might-sus- 
tain in buying the company’s 
shares. Some JE25m was later 
paid in “success fees" and com- 
missions, much of it through ob- 


a named nominee cotd- 
n off-shore tax havens. 
Conner Guinness de- 
safcf last sight that it did 
authorise him that the report 

■ led out. “They 
] want to defuse 
ast them in the 
irt and this is 
ig-it,” he said. 
i maintains his 
s >|nfair since it 
id on evidence 
>TI inspectors, 
who bad deprived him of his 
Tigh t of silence. Under the Fi- 
nancial Services. Act witnesses 


report will bring to a dose one 
of the most protracted episodes 
in British corporate history. 


Spending triggers 
inflation fears 


Diane Coyfe 

Economics Editor 


Buoyant consumer spending is 
bringing the threat of higher 
inflation and imports, while the 
strong pound has started to hit 
capons. So official figures on 
retail prices and the latest 
CBI survey of industry sug- 
gested yesterday. 

Rising prices on the high 
street meant the target mea- 
sure of inflation did not edge 
down in November, disap- 
pointing some economists. 
Many believe interest rates 
should go up if the Govern- 
ment wants to hit its inflation 


target. Separately, the CBI 
reported that the rise in the ex- 
change rate had taken export 
orders to their lowest for near- 
ly three years. It predicted a 
ballooning balance of pay- 
ments deficit next year. 

“It is a weaker form of the 
classic British pattern of rising 
inflation and a balance of pay- 
ments gap, although we do 
have a better performance by 
UK companies now," said 
Sudbir Junankar, a CBI 
economist 

Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank of England, speaking 
in Lisbon the evening after 
Wednesday’s monetary meet- 


ing, repeated his view that 
base rates need to rise. “The 
sooner the question is ad- 
dressed, the better,” he said, 
although he added that rates 
would not have to go much 
higher. 

Most Gty experts believe 
that although the Governor did 
not persuade Kenneth Clarke 
to take his advice this week, the 
Chancellor will be forced to act 



in January or Februaiy. 
The Treasury said No 


L&G sees end 
to bull market 


The 'freasuiy said Novem- 
ber’s 33 per cent inflation on 
the target measure was likely 
to fall during the next few 
months, as a period of fallin g 
prices last year dropped out of 
the 12-month rate. 

However, the details of yes- 


terday’s figures suggested that 
retailers might be trying to 





retailers might be trying to 
increase their margins in the 
face of strong consumer de- 
mand. Prices for household 
goods increased by 1 per cent 
during the month, and clgth- 


Magnus Grimond 
and David Usborae 


Two leading investment insti- 
tutions yesterday forecast an 
end to the boom m UK equities 
next year. Signs also emerged 


bouse values during the “Law- 
son boom** of the late 1980s. 
Such windfall gains could “leak” 
back into the broader economy 
at the rate of between £5bn to 
£10bn a year, equivalent to 4p 
off the basic rate of income tax. 


ing and footwear prices were 
up 1.1 per cent following a 


up 1.1 per cent following a 
record 52 per cent increase in 


yesterday that the flood of cash the group claimed. That wfll help 
into US mutual funds, the fuel a 4 per cent growth in con- 
cquivalent of unit trusts, was sumer spending next year, L&G 
drying up. believes, the first time since 

The bearish news came as the 1988 and 1989 that growth has 


sumer spending next year. L&G 
believes, the first time since 
1988 and 1989 that growth has 
London stock market continued reached 4 per cent, 
to be gripped by the nerves After a storming 162 percent 

which have afflicted it since Fri- return in 1996, the group is ex- 
day's 88 point plunge, ending peering the return to slow to just 
just 8.2 points higher at 3.990.7 4 per cent over the next 12 
at the close yesterday after hav- months with the FTSE 100 in- 
ing been more than 27 points up dex ending the year around the 
earlier in the session. current level of 4,000. 

Legal & General, which man- M&G, the fund management 

ages dose to £50bo of funds, said group, also said yesterday it ex- 


record 52 per cent increake in 
September. 

The price of leisure goods 
increased by 0.6per cent. Mo- 
toring costs fell in November, 
but not as much as a year ear- 
lier. Service prices rose little 
during the month but are 
trending upwards. 

Lower food prices off-set 
much of the damage, falling 0.4 
per cent during November to 
a level only 13 per cent above 
a year earlier. Meat prices fell 



Harvey Nichols, the Knlghtsbridge store group, announced first-half profits up 35 per cent at £5.5m. Sales at the flagship store in the first nine 
weeks of the second half are-16 per-cent ahead. From left to right: Clive Morton, Joseph Wan, chief executive, and Patrick Hanty 


Ovitz rumours rife at Disney 


David Usbome 

New York • 


sharply, especially pork and 
poultry, reversing some of the 
big increases triggered by the 
beef crisis. 

Concerns about inflation 
were increased by a jump in the 
balance of manufacturers 


it planned to be a net seller of 
UK. equities and raise cash bal- 
ances fcrom around 3 percent to 
as high us 6 per cent of its port- 
folio next year ahead of what it 
expects to be growing inflation- 
:uy pressures in the economy. 
The group compared theJEUbn 


of impending mutual societies 
flotations with the enormous cq- 


flotal ions with the enormous eq- 
uity withdrawal from soaring 


pccts a subdued performance 
from the stock market as a 
whole next year. 

US industry sources also con- 
firmed that since the markets’ jit- 
ters began last week, the torrent 
of cash into mutual funds has 
slowed. Such funds have seen in- 
vestment soar to $2Q7.9bn 
(£l25bu) this year. 60 per cent 
higher than the previous record. 


planning to raise their prices, 


from 8 per cent to 12 per 
cent. The CBFs survey showed 
price expectations have 
jumped to their highest since 
March after several extreme- 
ly subdued months. 

“Manufacturers seem to 
have set their heart on New 
Year price rises,” said John 
O'Sullivan at NarWest Markets. 


Speculation was raging yester- 
day over the future of Michael 
Ovitz, the hard-driving second- 
in-command at the Walt Disney 
Company, who is reported to 
have long been unhappy at the 
entertainment giant and in 
search of an escape hatch. 

2c is less than 18 months 
sines Mr Ovitz, widely dubbed 
“the most powerful man in 
Hollywood", walked away from 
the Creative Artists Agency 
and became president of Dis- 
ney. Talk was almost instanta- 
neous, however, about a dash 
of style with his old friend. 


Michael Eisner, the Disney 
chairman. 

Were Mr Ovitz to walk from 
Disney it would not be without 
considerable compensation. It 
is thought that under his con- 
tract his pay-off would be SlOm 
(£6m) alone. He would, how- 
ever, sacrifice his Disney stock 
options. Disney shares have 
risen about $20 to $72 a dime 
since Mr Ovitz arrived. 

A possible bolt-hole for Mr 
Ovitz is Sony, which has been 
looking to revive its ailing Hol- 
lywood operations. Rumours 
abound mat Nobuyuki Idei, 
president of Sony, may be about 
to instal Mr Ovitz as president 
of Sony’s US subsidiary, the 


Sony Corporation of America. ' 
That position was held by 
Michael Sdmlhof until he was 
forced to resign in 1995. 

Mr Ovitz apparently had din- 
ner with Mr Idei this week and 
held other meetings with top 
Sony executives. The company, 
however, is refuting to confirm 
the speculation. “There are no 
plans to hire Mr Ovitz,” a Sony 
spokesman said, while adding 
that there had been “definite- 
ly serious conversations” about 
the-possibiftty. ;■ . • 

Mr Ovitz was also reported I 
to have held talks with execu- | 
rives from Viacom, including its 
chairman, Sumner Redstone, oh 
a visit to New York- \ . . 


Pro-pmutisatkm group 
to lobby after election 


Mfehaet Harrison 


The pro-privatisation lobby 
group formed by the British Air- 
ways chairman Sir Colin Mar- 
shall has decided not to start 
campaigning until after the 
general election to avoid accu- 
sations of party poll rial bias. 

The formation of the group 
ran into a storm when it 
emagedftwas being set up with • 
the backing of Michael Hesel- 


with the windfall tax or any ©fil- 
er piece of legislation. 

“If there is any political anj- 
gle to our though 15 it is in thf , 
promotion of our market-driven 
economy and the battle for in- 
creased British competitive- 
ness on a global scale. And that 
is quite firmly on the polity 
agendas of both theLaSourand 
Conservative parties.” 

■ So far Jive senior figures 
have been elected to the group's 


tine, the Deputy Prime Minis- .steerir^commitieeindudmgSir 
ter, amid suggestions it would Evelyn de Rothschild, chairman 


Independent directors beef up LME regulation 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


Tin: London Mclal Exchange is 
expected to beef up its board 
with more independent direc- 
tors and set up new infonnation- 
sjiaring arrangements with the 
Securities and Futures Au- 
thority, after the official report 
on the Sumitomo affair is pub- 
lished, probably next week. 

Bui the LME is thought to 
have lost u campaign to require 
all metal traders in London to 
become members of the 
exchange. 

Sumitomo and some of the 
traders through which it dealt 
w ere not members of the LME 


and were outside its regulatory 
control when Yasuo Hamana- 
ka, the Japanese company’s 
rogue trader, ran up copper 
losses of $2.6bn in the spring. 

Some copper traders such as 
Winchester Commodities were 
however registered by the Se- 
curities and Futures Authority, 
the securities market regulator. 

The report by the Securities 
and Investments Board, the se- 
nior City regulator, was begun 
after a request in June from Raj 
Bagri, chairman of the LME, 
shortly after the copper scandal 
came to light. 

Mr Bagri said yesterday. “We 
find it incongruous that under 
the Financial Services Act peo- 


ple can trade millions of tonnes 
of metal without needing to be 
members of the LME. They can 
be just members of the SEA." 


be just members of the SEA." 

However, under existing leg- 
islation the SFA cannot require 
a trader to join the LME. Mr 
Bagri stud he believed it was es- 
sential that the Act should be 
changed but conceded that 
there would be a problem find- 
ing parliamentary time. 

In the absence of changes in 
the An, the best alternative 
would be to obtain information 
on copper trading businesses 
and their staff from the SFA and 
“exercise jurisdiction via the 
SEA", he said. 

Mr Bagri added that the 


LME had made clear to the' 
SFA several years ago that it 
would like access to more in- 
formation about copper market 
participants who were not 
exchange members. . 

Mr Bagri, who was re-elected 
chairman for a fifth term on 
Wednesday, said four of the 16 
directors of the LME were "in- 
vited" members and one of 
these was independent of the 
metals industry. The total of in- 
vited directors would be in- 
creased to five or six and at least 
half of this category would be 
independents. 

Other changes at the LME 
will include a substantial in- 
crease in its present secretariat 


of 45 as part of a drive to 

tpnghen market qTTV wtlanra*, in- 

formation reporting, compli- 
ance and monitoring in the 
wake of the Sumitomo affair. 

The SIB report is expected to 
recommend a tightening of the 
LMETs ratebook and it is also 
certain to back international 
moves this autumn to improve 
co-operation among regulators, 
including the Windsor accord 
which agreed new information- 
sharing arrangements. 

There is no suggestion that 
large international copper deal- 
ers such as Sumitomo should be 
brought inside the Loudon reg- 
ulatory framework, which 
would be impractical. The drive 


to prevent future scandals is' 
concentrating on improving the 
links between regulators to en- 
sure information is exchanged 
and warnings are acted on. 

LME questions about Mr 
Hamanaka’s activities several 
years ago were ignored by the' 
company and the Japanese 
authorities. 

The ratebook wfll. be 
strengthened to allow the 
market authorities to obtain 
more information fr om mem-, 
bers on their own and their 
clients’ business dealings. 
Members win be pressed to give 
more information on over the 
counter business, outside the 
exchange. 


be used to lobby against 
Labours proposed windfall util- 
ities tax. 

But addressing an inaugural 
breakfast meeting yesterday at- 
tended by 45 chairmen and 
chief executives, Sir Colin said 
he and fellow founder, Unipart’s 
chief executive John Nefll, had 
made it dear from the start that 
the campaign wasnotfaing to do 


of Rothschilds merchant bank, 
and Sir Derek Hornby, chair- 
man ofEuiostaropeiatore Lon- 
don and Continental Railways. 

Sir Colin said it would take 
at least six months to draw up 
an agenda and a budgetand be- 
gin work, meaning it would be 
unveiling no inianves until af- 
ter tbe election. 
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are obliged to answer the ques- 
tions of inspectors on pals of 
imprisonment There is as a con- 
sequence no protection against 
self-incrimination. - 

Lawyers familiar with the 
case expect the European Court 
to come down strongly against 
the Government in its use of 
DTI inspectors to collect evi- 
dence. However, the judges 
. are hot expected toevextumthe 
conviction and may go further 
by publicly stating (he prose- 
cution would have succeeded 
even in the absence of the DTI 
transcripts. Publication of the 
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Hie king Pentecost PL C 

(incorporated and registered in England No. 406935) 




Hictdng Pentecost PLC (“Hidring Pentecost") b raising approxi- 
mately £23.8 million (before e x penses) by votyofa piscingand open 
offer of £3,962.099.50 nominal of fililty-pud convertible non-interest 
bearing unsecured lour stock 1997 d/videdroto 7,924.199 units of 50p 
each (“StodcUnhs") at 300p per Stock Uiut automatically convertible 
into 7.924,199 Nicking Pentecost ortBaaiy.. shares of 5up upon 
completion of tbe acquisition of tbe threads, division of Befdmg 
Hctniimay Company, Idc. 
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Hickiog Penecost is a leading manofactureT of specialist threads 
for non-dotfring appheations with mamiftcturreg fiKitides tocatcd 
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A privatisation bandwagon not worth jumping on 




‘Yorkshire Water and 
British Gas got a bad 
name not because of 
being privatised but 
because they are 
monopoly utilities with 
a public duly who 
failed to look after 
their customers’ 


W hen British Airways was buying a 25 
per cent stake in Qantas it was greet- 
ed atthe airport by a protester holding aloft 
a placard which read “Piss off Poms." 
Had it been Michael Atherton walking 
through baggage reclaim and not Sir CoI- 
m Marshall, the message, no doubt, would 
have been expressed in less measured 
tones. 

But nevermind. You get the picture. BA 
might be a great outfit over here but to the 
average ocfcer. Sir Col is not fit to tie Den- 
nis Lfliee’s boot straps. And why is this? 
Because the great British privatisation 
story, of which BA is a part, has been sul- 
lied and undermined by the antics of a few 
rogue utilities who have. brought disgrace 
to the name of private enterprise. 

So what is the answer? "Write to a few 
dozen chief execs, hold a breakfast in a 
swanky London hotel and launch a caxo- 
P a 'gn to promote the virtues of privatisa- 
tion at home and abroad. After all, there's 
gold in them tha* hills if only we ran per- 
suade the rest of the world that privatisa- 
tion is not just about saving on bath water 
and pigs called Cedric. 

It is easy to see why companies such as 
BA and Unipart should complain at being 
tarred with the same brush. However, it is 
also easy to see the pitfalls in such a cam- 
paign, starting with the decision to launch 
it into the white heat of the longest Gen- 
eral Election campaign on record. 

That has effectively prevented Sir Colin 


and his steering committee from doing any- 
thing meaningful for six months or until 
such time as polling day is over and done 
witb. 

But even when they do know who is in 
power, what are they going to do to reha- 
bilitate the image of our privatised com- 
panies in overseas markets? 

The first problem is the danger of extrap- 
olating from the specific to the general and 
back again. Yorkshire Water and British 
Gas got a bad name not because of being 
privatised but because they are monopoly 
utilities with a public duty who failed to 
look after their customers. BA, whatever 
the znan at the Sydney Cricket Ground may 
think, has long been perceived as a fabu- 
lous airline not just because privatisation 
has freed it from the dead hand of state 
control but because it looks after its pas- 
sengers. 

This leads on to the second problem 
which is whether successful privatised com- 
panies realty want to be associated with 
some of then brethren with a less impres- 
sive track record. Would National Power 
and FowerGen, both of whom have done 
well in overseas markets,- really like find- 
ing themselves bracketed with Thames 
Water, for instance, whose foreign diversi- 
fication has proved an unmitigated disas- 
ter? 

The danger is that this campaign^ far 
from accentuating the positive, will end up 
applying the tar even more liberally. That, 


together with domestic political consider- 
ations, perhaps explains why there were so 
many no shows at breakfast yesterday - 74 
were invited, 45 turned up. 

As Groucho Marx once observed: never 
join any dub that would have you as a 
member. 

A change of name has done nothing to re- 
xVduce the narcoleptic effect of detailed 
international trade negotiations. The World 
’Bade Organisation, which took over a year 
ago from the General Agreement on Tar- 
im and Trade and has held its annimi meet- 
ing in Singapore this week, has been as 
dirchwater-duD as its predecessor. But it has, 
amazingly, come up with an eye-opening 
agreement to crown its first year of exis- 
tence. 

This is the deal to abolish tariffs on 
S600bn-worth of information technology 
products by the year 2000, in the biggest 
ever free trade agreement for a single 
industry. By tonight countries accounting 
for 85 per cent of trade in goods from com- 
puter monitors to software should have 
signed up. 

It is hard to exaggerate how important 
this is. The IT industries are already expand- 
ing by around 15 per cent a year, making 
them the fastest-growing sector virtually 
everywhere in the world. The progressive 
cuts in tariffs during the next four years will 
reduce prices and boost demand, generat- 
ing more output and jobs around the world. 


It was successive rounds of free trade 
pacts that delivered the golden age of 
growth in the 1950s and 1960s. When the 
momentum of liberalisation faltered, sooid 
those widespread gains in prosperity. This 
week's new deal could restore that eco- 
nomic magic in the next century- "When you 
think that almost every household apph- 
ance and even some greetings cards (the 
lrrnrt that sing when you open them) con- 
tain a microchip already, the possible 
spillover effects of felling prices of the rel- 
evant technologies are mind-boggling. 

I t is simply not possible to forecast what 
will happen to European economies af- 
ter monetary union, whidi » why economists 
have taken instead to publishing imagin ary 
scenarios, ranging from the Panglosaan to 
the darkly apocatyptic. 

Most of the printed predictions emerg- 
ing from the City err on the optimistic side, 
which is not surprising, since investment 
banks are more interested in building mar- 
ket share in the new euro capital markets 
than in frightening off potential clients with 
dire warnings that it will all fell apart. 

Yesterday the Centre for the Study of 
Financial Innovation, a think tank funded 
by 30 banks and companies, the Bank of 
England and the Treasury, published an 
antidote to all that 

Pallin g its pamphlet “The Crash of 
2003,” the CSF1 suggests that Ranee rather 
than Italy will be the weak link in the chain. 


It will be forced out of emu within a year 
or EMU's full implementation in 2002. 

With late 1990s growth in the world econ- 
omy running out of steam, the French econ- 
omy will come under heavy pressure in 2002 
as the presidential election approaches with 
no easing of unemployment. But at ihe 
same tune the stability pact, which is meant 
to keep deficits under control, will pul a 
squeeze on the budget. 

Resident Chirac will propose reform of 
the pact, but Germany will take fright at the 
thought of bailing out weaker emu mem- 
bers, so confidence in the euro will slump. 

Rescue plans for emu fall apart, France 
reverts to the franc and soon after Italy. 
Spain and Ireland quit. Written as a report 
in 2003 to Prime Minister Blair on the 
break up of emu, it makes plausible 
reading. 

Scenarios are of course just that and who 
can tell whether this one will prove to be 
total nonsense or not. But the author, 
David Lasceiles, has detected a scepticism 
that is abundantly dear to anyone listens 
to what is being said around the City. 

This is not a matter of raw Tbry "euro- 
phobia. After all, at senior levels the City 
is probably the most cosmopolitan place in 
Europe. 

But many people really do have serious 
practical doubts about the emu project 
because h is so politically driven and in dan- 
ger of losing touch with business, employ- 
ment and financial market reality 


Blow to Tyneside 
as Siemens rules 
out bid for Parsons 


Chris Godsmaric 

Munich 


Siemens, the German industrial 
magi, yesterday dealt a double 
blew to job hopes on Tyneside, 
emerged that Siemens has 
" out any possibility of buf- 
fer the Parsons steam tur- 
fcasiness put up forsal&by / 
I^aSS-Royce, and. confirmed 
Teg£nt Teports that it was de- 
-TSying plans to expand its high 
profile computer chip plant 
Hie news about raisons is 
likely® 
ees and^imigii^jgyj^be- 

companies n^tiatjaggo^buy 
the company. fto$3ft4*re- 
dundancy notices were served 
on the workers' last month and 
also on a further 500 staff in 
RoDs-Royce's large bofler-mak- 
ing factory at Derby, which is 
also earmarked for sale or pos- 
sible closure. The group has al- 
ready put aside £7Qm ro cover 
redundancy costs out of total 
write-offs for the two plants of 
some £25 Ora. 

Parsons is one of the most 
famous names in the heavy en- 
gineering industry, and is best 
known for developing the first 
steam turbine technology late 
last century. In recent weeks 
John Rose, chief executive of 
Rolls-Royce, is understood to 
have suggested privately that 


several companies were under- group could buy the fectcny as 
taking a due diligence review of - a defensive move to block a 
Pardons with the possibility that . potential Asian bidder. 


there coold be competition to 
buy the plant • 

However, a source dose to 
Siemens said yesterday: “This 
business is covered in red ink. 
They may seU it in pieces, but 
1 don't see much chance of sell- 
ing it as a whole. There’s just too 
much overcapacity in the in- 
dustry. People are dosing fac- 
tories rather than buying them, 
and small players like raisons 
■out“ 

imons have oeeo lo 
the 

the 

ihave 

been kept at a distance from 
confidential discussions with 
interested parties. However, 
Chris Avery, an aerospace an- 
alyst with the French banking 
group Paribas, suggested the 
ne ws fr om Siemens was not nec- 
essarity terminal for Parsons. 

He said: “I still believe that 
there are several other compa- 
nies vduch are currently veiy in- 
terested in Parsons. And the 
lack of interest from Siemens 
doesn't worry me too much." 

The most likely bidders for all 
or pan of the company are 
thought to be industrial power 
businesses from the Far East 
looking to gain afoothoki in Eu- 
rope, although a European 


on 


Meanwhile, Siemens said it 
was delaying development of its 
high profile computer chip 

E lant due to the wond-wide ecl- 
ipse in semiconductor prices. 
The £l.lbn investment was 
ally planned to create 
iu jobs with work doe to be 
completed in two phases. How- 
ever, almost as soon as builders 
arrived on the site, Siemens put 
its entire semiconductor oper- 

some computer chips crashed 


pertent- managfogr 


men's chief executive, said 
yesterday that the original 
timetable for the second phase 
of the north Tyneside site, which 
had always depended cm future 
market conditions, had now 
slipped. He explained: “I don’t 
know when we are going to start 
the next phase. The semicon- 
ductor market is really down at 
the moment so it does not 
malm sense to build up further 
capacity'’. 

The company refused to be 
drawn on a likely start date, 
though one source suggested it 
could be delayed beyond 2000 
and could even be pushed back 
as fer as lOyears from the start 
of work on the first stage of the 
factory. 


Europe and US press 
Japan on spirits market 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


The European Union and the 
US turned up the heat on Japan 
yesterday in their bid to open 
up its lucrative spirits market. 
As part of an agreement forged 
at the VVbrld Trade Organisation 
meeting in Singapore, the two 
sides plan to accelerate the 
elimination of tariffs on exports 
of European whisky and gm. 

Although the figures involved 
are relatively small - the elun- 
ination of tariffs will save Eu- 
ropean producers only about 
S35ro (X22m) aycar - the move 
has been seen as a symbolic ges- 
ture io countries with whom tne 
EU and US arc currently ne- 
gotiating tariff reductions. 

Murrav Loakc. a spokesman 


for Guinness, which exports 
Johnnie Walker whisky as well 
as Gordon’s and T&nqueray 
gin, said: “Although the current 
tariffs are not as high as we see 
elsewhere in the world, this 
news can only help our com- 
petitive position.” He said the 
move was aimed particularly at 
Japan, which discriminates 


Currently the US import i 
iff cm cognac is about 50 « 


tar- 

cognac is about 50 cents 
a gallon and 20 cents a gallon 
for whisky. That works out at 
only a few cents a bottle so it 
would be wrong to overestimate 
the financial importance of the 
deal, Mr Loake said. 

The deal is also being viewed 
as a quid pro quo for the agree- 
ment announced earlier in die 

week to wipe out tariffs oncora- 

spirit, but also Other countries puter exports. That provides a 
Chile. big boost to US companies, 

while the liquor tariff agreement 
principally helps European com- 
panies. Only two of the world’s 
10 largest sprits companies are 
American - Brown Forman, 
which makes Jade Daniels 
whiskey and Southern Comfort, 
and American Brands, which 
produces Jim Beam bourbon. 


including Chile. 

The agreement means tariffs 
on brown spirits - whisky, 
brandy and rum - will be elim- 
inated by 2000, compared with 

a previous agreement to do so 
by 2004. It also indudes white 
spirits such as gin and vodka for 
the fast time - those tariffs will 
be wiped out over five years. 



_Good£been (from left) Andrew Thomas,, 
"chairman, Alan Rothwelt, finance “ " * 


the^pubsaqd hotels &oup Cfeaenatte, which 
announced a 48 .per cent jtanp In pre-tax 
profits in the year to September after an 
11 month coRtrflxition from the recent 


acquisition Bockfington. The group failed to 
produce the sale of some of its hotels the 
mariwthad hoped for, however, and the 
shares dosed 10.5p lower at 591_5p. 
Greenalls has indicated that it plans to 
focus on conference hotels with leisure 
facilities. Investment Column, page 25 


DuPont in £2bn 
outsourcing deal 


Roger "frapp 


DuPont, the global chemicals 
and energy company, plans to 
outsource its information tech- 
nology operations to Computer 
Sciences Corporation and 
Andersen Consulting in what is 
believed to be the biggest deal 
of its kind, worth $4bn (£2.4bn) 
over 10 years. 

Under the arrangement, 2,600 
of the Delaware -based compa- 
ny’s staff will be transferred to 
CSC, with another 500 going to 
Andersen. About 1.100 infor- 
mation systems employees, in- 
cluding a management team 
that wifi cany out such activities 
as the development and main- 
tenance of corporate IT stan- 
dards, wiD remain with DuPont. 

Cinda A Hallman, vice- 
president of DuPont Systems 
and chief information officer, 
said the move would enable the 
company “to work together 
with the ‘best of the best’ in the 
IT industry” - strengthening and 


building on their expertise to 
meet the needs of the environ- 
ment in which it competes. 
DuPont expects the alliance 
will improve the range and 
speed of its services to 
customers as well as improve 
cost-effectiveness through “im- 
proved business processes, 
streamlined systems and in- 
creased productivity”. 

Although the deal is under- 
stood to be the first of its kind 
in the chemical indusuy. it fol- 
lows similar arrangements in 
other sectors and in the public 
sector. Andersen, CSC and 
EDS, another US organisation 
founded by former presidential 
hopeful Ross Perot and until re- 
cently part of General Motors, 
are the key players. Earlier this 
year, for instance, CSC and 
Andeisen linked with other or- 
ganisations to provide IT ser- 
vices to the investment bank JP 
Morgan, while EDS has agreed 
a similar arrangement with the 
Inland Revenue. 


Treasury 
bows on 
elderly care 


McCScuftti 


The Thsasioy bowed yesterday 
to sustained lobbying from the 
insurance industry and agreed 
that the selling of long-term 
care products to elderly people 
will be felly regulated under the 
Financial Services Act 
Angela Knight, the Treasury 
Minister, said the initiative was 
being taken in order to protea 
consumers and give them con- 
fidence to invest 
Research by Munich Re, a 
leading insurer, suggests the 
market for long-term care prod- 
ucts could be worth up to£10bn 
a year. Sales of home-income 
plans, where homeowners sur- 
render part of the equity in their 
home in return for a guaranteed 
income, could be worth £lQ0bn- 
Tbe Treasury's decision re- 
verses ao earlier-view by Stephen 
Doneh, the Health Minister. In 
a consultation document earli- 
er this year, Mr Dorrell argued, 
against regulation on the 
grounds that this would stifle 
competition and innovation. 

Gany Heath, chief executive 
of the IFA Association, the 
trade body for financial advisers, 
which had argued in favour of 
tight regulation, said: “1 am de- 
lighted. These products involve 
huge amounts of money chang- 
inghandSL Wawffl be pushing for 
advisers to be property trained 
to advise on these products." 


Football float for Birmingham 


Patrick Tooher 


Birmingham City, the First Di- 
by soft pom 

I ivati, ispfannmg a stock tjarket 

warnings that onty a 

wffl be able to cash rathe game s 

revitalised popufartty* 

The dub, which has never 
won a major honour in its HI- 
SS hiswiy. * lo0ldns to ^ 

Investment Market to farther 

Spits St. Andrev«^nd 

and strengthen manager Trevor 

J^sfoll^hurdonlhc 


heels of Premiership club 
Southampton’s £10m reverse 
t akeov er of a quoted retirement 
home group and farther details 
of Sunderland's imminent 
£47.4xn stock market debut. 

Separately, the Japanese in- 
vestment bank Nomura yester- 
day issued warrants on a new 
football index to trade the share 
prices of quoted Premiership 
dubs. The warrants wiD give in- 
vestors geared exposure to what 
it calls “this emerging sub-sec-.- 
tor of the leisure industry". _ 

A total of eight football dubSr. 
including Manchester United," 
which this entered the FTSE in- - 
dex of Britain’s top 250 firms, 
currently have a Slock Ex- 


1 


rhnnge listing, either on the 
mam market or on AIM. Oth- 
ers to have signalled their in- 
tention to float include 
Newcastle, West Bromwich 
Albion and even Carlisle. 
‘Jfootbali is in vogue for a 
reason,” says Julian East- 
___, leisure analyst at Swiss in- 
vestment bank UBS. “The 
game in the UK has been 
under-capitalised and eveathe 
amount raised for football chibs 
so far is small, given it is the 
biggest sport in Britain." 

1 investors are banking on 
wftar; television mogul Greg 
Dyke recently described as the 
“rintpld riches" that await top 
dubsfrom the introduction of 




pay-per-view television as early 
as next season. However, there 


emerge as winners. 

“The big dubs wiD always do 
extremely well as media earn- 
ings will go to the most suc- 
cessful clubs,” said Mr 
Easthppe. “Things get more 
speculative at the bottom end 
of the Premiership and in the 
First Division. It just depends 
on what risk, profile you want in 
your portfolio.” 

Tfop chibs are pushing for an 
early introduction of pay-per- 
view tt> coincide with the next 
year’s planned launch of digital 
television. 
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FTSE 100 
3990.7 +8.2 


British Gas makes a sudden surge amid bid stories 


FTSE 250 

4379.5+12.7 


FTSE 350 

1983.1 + 4,4 


SEAQ VOLUME 

693 . 7 m shares, 
31.790 bargains 
Gilts Index 
93.73 - 0.35 


Share spotlight 


stare price, penes: 



D J FMAMJ J ASQND: 


British Gas may be Britain’s 
most unpopular utility but it 
has suddenly discovered a 
few friends in the stock mar- 
ket 

Their attention fuelled a 
14.5p gain to 233p. the best 
performance by any blue chip. 
Takeover stories went the 
rounds; so did suggestions 
that the break-up value is 
nearer 300p a share. 

What was clearly apparent 
was that the market was short 
of Gas shares and relatively 
modest demand created an 
exaggerated advance. 

Sul Gas has been under 
dose scrutiny since Shell felt 
obliged to deny long-running 
rumours it intended to bid. 
British Petroleum, off 9p at 

658.5p. is the latest predato- 
ry candidate. 

In February, just over 10 
years after privatisation. Gas’s 
institutional shareholders and 
army of 1J million Sids will 
vote on the plan to split the 


group into two - Centrica and 
BG pic. It looks as though 
some institutions feel they 
are underweight ahead of the 
demerger and are quietly try- 
ing to strengthen their posi- 
tion in an unwilling market. 

Many believe the bid - if it 
does appear - will not mate- 
rialise until after the break-up. 
which will leave one side sup- 
plying 20 million domestic 
customers and running the 
Moiecambe Bay gas field and 
the other operating the 
pipeline network and the rest 
of the gas exploration and 
production business. 

The gas giant also, at last, 
seems to be getting in control 
of its hugely expensive take- 
or-pay North Sea gas deals. 
The first settlement was with 
BP, costing £293m. Other 
agreements are expected in 
the next few months. 

Shell put on 5p to 978p 
ahead of analysts’ meetings 
today in London and in New 
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gards Hays as no more. than 
a hold. Fund manager MAM 
lost 4p to 1,231 Jp. Biocom- 
pabhles International, ele- 
vated to the 250 index. 


jumped 37 Sp to 74!L5p. 
Associated] 


York on Monday. 

The rest of the market 
struggled. Early gams were cut 
bade and Footsie had to be 
content with an 8. 2-point 
advance to 3JJ90.7 after at one 
time enjoying a 27.4 climb. 

Orange, the mobile phone 
group, dialled the right num- 
ber, raining 9 .5p to 178,5p on 
the likelihood of improved 
revenue as it renegotiates its 
arrangements with BT Cable 
and Wireless, another bene- 
ficiary through Mercury, put 
on 4p to 452p. 

Glaxo Wellcome managed 


tations because of sterling’s 
strength and a modest slip in 
margins. Cape] is said to have 
reduced from £3.1bn to 
£2.93bn for this year and 
from £3_25bu to £3.08bn for 
next ML Laboraforieswas lit- 
tle changed at 2QZ5p after 


narrow 


British Foods, a 
market, improved 


18.5p to 459p, ft peak. A flur- 
ry of ; 


switching from the dying 
SM to full listing. 


a 6p gain to 944p despite sell 


advice from HSBC" James 
Cape!. The stockbroker has, 
it seems, cut its profit expec- 


ts SM to full listing. 

Hays and Mercury Asset 
Management “celebrated 0 
their promotion to the Foot- 
sie index with falls. With 
NatWest Securities deciding 
the time is ripe to remove 
Hays from its buy list after 
more than three years, the 
shares of the business support 
group fell 3.5p to 534 Jp. The 
investment 


rouse now re- 


' stories went the rounds 

mrhMmg su gg estions thefam- 

ity controlled J giant was think- 
ing of paying a special 
dividend. Recently its Aus- 
tralian offshoot announced a 
special payment and the feel- 
ing is the parent will follow its 
example. 

Transport Development 
Group advanced lOp to 
178 Jp. Merrill Lynch under- 
took a 9.8 per cent (14 5 mil- 
lion shares) buyback at l80p. 

Stalds, the casino and ho- 
tel group, rose 2p to 91p; the 
22.2 million rump of its rights 
issue was placed at 85-5p. 

Kler, the builder, made a 
firm debut, hitting 184:5p 


from its 170p placing. 

British Mohair, the textile 
group, fell 18J>p to lOOp on 
Its profits warning and Bag- 
geridge BrickcrumWed 14p to 
97.5p on its 46-5 per cent 
profit setback. 

Wiggins, the property 
group, rose Q.5p to 8p. It 
placed 14.5 million shares 
with Compania Financiers 
La Granja, a company asso- 
ciated with Maurice SrauMeis, 
a property developer. La 
Granja now has 4.26 percent. 

CFL Aromas gained 16.5p 
to 186^5p on suggestions a 
hovering line of stock had 
been cleared. The shares 
were 507p in the spring. 

Ideal Hardware fell lOp to 
64Z5p after four directors 
sold &44 per cent (1.79 mil- 
lion) at 630p 

Great Western Resources, 
an oil and gas group, added 
2p to 2i_5p as Forcenergy. a 
US gronp, bid equal to 23p 
cash a share. 


□Gabriel Thist, an AIM- 
listed financial group, has 
acquired 1485 per emit of 
Ofex-traded CbartfWd Fund 
Management, which em- 
braces the Waverley unit 
trusts. It is thought Gabriel, 
headed by David Pcftri, will 
attempt to gain control of 
CbartfkM, run by Mark 
Flawu Thomas, who has 32 
per emit. In the summer 
Chartfidd agreed to buy 
stockbroker John SiddLaU and 
fund manager Fairisle. But 
the deal failed to go through. 

Chartfidd shares are 60p; 
they opened on Ofex at 9©p in 
ApriL Gabriel fell lp to I5p. 


A 


□John Ritblat, head of 
British Laud, is increasing 
his bolding in Artesian Es- 
tates by setting properties at 
Luton and Norwood in ex- ^ 
change for shares, lifting his 
stake to 26.47 per cent. The 
shares held at 68-5 p; the Rit- 
blat deal was fixed at 7 Op. 
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Greenalls gathers a potent portfolio 

ce the Beer* Srdeiwjf^lQgf THE INVESTMENT HOT TTMN gins, whkb suggest an even rosier oui 
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The owners of the straggling F*pn^ s 
Ncwsoaoeis might learn a lesson nr tvn 
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The group has not been shy about 
investing for the future, and share- 
holders have had to put up with quite 
pedestrian operating margins as a re- 
sult. This pad year, the margin has been 
about 7 per cent, which will probably 
increase to about 10 per cent in 1997 
well short of the traditional 15 per cent 


months to September confirmed that 
the deal is bedding in nicety and the 
promised savings of £18m a year are 
on track. In the short term the return 
on that investment might not be as 


It hardly matters at this stage, giv- 
en the excellent growth in profits anrl 
the aggressive dividend policy that has 
been in place since 1989. But news- 
papers are not the whole story. DMGT 
has made calculated, if contained, in- 
vestments in a range of media: Cable 
(Channel One), radio (in Sweden and 
Australia), electronic publishing and In- 
ternet sites. The acquisition and in- 
vestment strategy appears to be 
well-rooted in sound principles. 

In the medium term, DMGFTs 
prospects look imp r es si ve, as it begins 
to reap the rewards of its aggressive in- 


frozn me record of the jxngfUyMaU, part 
Of the media empire owned by Daily 


the aggressive dividend poii 
been in place since 1989. 


fixating as some ofGreenalls’ smaller To SI 

60111 ** i"**- ey, you have to invest money. 

That maxim appears to be behind 
* ** abundan l sense - DMGTs excenStresults in the year 
Boddmgton was such a sizeable to 29 September, when pro-tax profits 
i a ^ giant P ub curbed a healthy 28 per cent to 
group like Greenalls, that the company £85.5m, on revenues ahead to £lbn, a 
c re P° I * two sets °f figures, rise of 15 per cent. 

Excluding the newly acquired pubs. The crown jewels are the Daily if ail 
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rose ? 5tead 5 r 11 per and the Mail on Sunday. Both enjoyed vestment policy. Moderating prices for 
SSL circulation gains, with the daily ahead newsprint, down by some 12 per cent 


eras, which suggest an even rosier out- 
look for pre-tax profits. Combined with 
a relatively light tax rate (thanks to cap- 
ital allowances), the effect will be to 
highlight the degree to which the 
shares are now undervalued. 

Expected pre-tax profits of about 
£L20m in the year to Septemberl997 
(79 Jp a share), rising to £145m in 1998 
(96p) put the shares on a forward mul- 
tiple of just 15. Good value. 

All go at 
Wainhomes 


It has been an eventful year at Wain- 
bomea, the regional housebuilder 
whose shares were floated at 170p two 
years ago. The northern subsidiary be- 
came embroiled in a fraud inquiry 

which saw chief executive Ronald 
Smith sacked after losing the board's 
confidence in his ability to lead the 
company. 

Mr Smith, who was not involved in 
the frand inquiry, is claiming £450,000 
for wrongful dismissal and an agree- 
ment is expected to be settled with him 


Adding in the £47. Im of operating subsidiary, also performed strongly, 
profit Boddmgton made in the 11 posting their highest profit, 
months since acquisition, reported 
pre-tax profits emexged at £148.7m, a 


In time, DMGT will probably reward 
its shareholders with improving mar- 


48 per cent increase. 

Greenalls has established itself as the 
pre-eminent food and drink retailer 
outside the big integrated brewing and 
pub groups. From a small, family-run 
operation at the end of the 1980s it has 
flirted with FTSE 100 membership this 
year, a size which has given it consid- 
erable clout within the industry. When 
current beer supply contracts with 
Bass and Whitbread run out in a 
couple of years you can bet Scottish 
Courage will want a slice of the action 
and buying terms can only improve. 

Elsewhere, the company is becoming 
a serious contender in the buoyant 
hotel, fitness and leisure market, it runs 
a portfolio of more than 1,100 tenanted 
pubs and is one of the country’s biggest 
drinks wholesalers. It is an enviable 
portfolio. 

The disadvantage of Greenalls' size 
is that it is finding it difficult to grow 
-tot anything other than a solid, re- 
spectable rate. Forecasts for the cur- 
rent year of£l663m pre-tax profits and 
£lSlm next time mean earnings per 
share are growing at rather less than 
10 per cent a year. In the middle of a 
strong consumer recovery, that is 
hardly breathtaking progress and the 
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tractors. While all this was going on 
rival housebuilder Bellway took ad- 
vantage of Wrinhomes’ weakened 
share price to pick up a 4.8 per cent 
stake at 75p-80p a share, against last 
night’s closing price of 1033p, up 3p. 

Unearthing the irregularities 
prompted WSamhomes to reshape its 
business, the full benefits of which have 
yet to come through. In the six months 
to September, group pre-tax profits fell 
to £1.75m from £4.25m a year ago on 
sales of £45JLm (£483mV The 13p div- 
idend was maintained, covered by 
earnings of 1.9p (45p). 

But dependence on the sluggish 
North-west of England market was re- 
duced from 57 to 50 per cent after 
Wfeinhomes paid £24-5m for 2.045 
plots in southern England. The aver- 
age house price rose to £824182 from 
£76,123, reflecting larger units sold. 

The number of houses sold dropped 
to 546 (633) as ^inhomes deliberately 
scaled down its marketing efforts, but 
reservations in the first 10 weeks since 
30 September are “substantially high- 
er” than in the same period last year. 

NatWest raised its full-year forecast 
by £200,000 to £6 -5m, implying a 
pnee/earaings ratio of 15. Cheap if Bill 
Ainscough, the new chief executive, de- 
livers on his promise to get return on 
capital up from 4.4 per cent to 10 per 
cent within 18 months just by manag- 
ing the business better. 


• The Securities and Investments Board (SIB), the CSty regu- 
lator, issued rules which require firms to meet a higher standard 
for the use of derivatives in takeover situations than is required 
under criminal law. The regulations follow a consultation period 
that began in June after Swws Bank Corporation used derivatives 
to build slakes in Northern Electric when advismgTrafalgar House 
on a takeover bid. For instance, the SIB said firms should en- 
sure they do not buy or sell an indirect stake where, as a result 
of inside information, it could not property have bought or sold 
a direct stake bn the open market. 

• M&G, the fond management fins, plans to fight the escala- 
tion in City salaries by changing its pay structure so that its staff's 
compensation packages are more closely linked to the performance 
of the companv and the individual, said David Morgan, group 

•^managing director. The firm reported a 16 per cent rise m fall 

■^-car pre-tax profits, before exceptionals, of £72. Im yesterday. It 
increased its dividend by 13 per cent to 36p. 

• pen D ans fcc Bank, a Danish bank, and one of its former traders 
in London, have been fined by the Securities and Futures Au- 
thority, ihc City regulator, for events dating back to 1994. Ole 
Rasmussen, a trader in Den Danske’s private banking diroion, 
deliberately flouted limits on authorised dealings for private dients, 
the SFA said The regulator suspended his registration m July 
1994 and fined him £5,000 and ordered him to pay costs of £4,000. 
The bank settled with the SFA after admitting it bad failed, m 
certain aspects, to satisfy the SFA's requirements on internal con- 
trols. The SFA fined Den Danske £15,000 and foe teak agreed 
to pav a contribution towards the SEAs costs of £5,000. 

• Airbus Industrie expects orders for about 300 planes worth 
S20bn (£I2bn) by the end of 1996 compared wfo 106 ordas worth 
S7hn in 1995. John Leahy, senior vice-president for commercial 
sales at the European airplane maker, said he expected a simi- 
lar order level in 1997. 

• Morcnrv Asset Management and Hays are to be included in 

the FTSE 100 index from next Courtaulds and 

Pflktngum, which fall back to the FTSE 250 index. 

■ raa eiid its seven UK airports handled 7.1 million passen- 


Rights issue to ward 
off receivers at Wickes 


. i~» j i ■ i. ■ 

r«tncK sooner 

Wickes, the do-it-yourself re- 
tailer whose former bosses are 
being investigated for fraud, 
yesterday warned shareholders 
that the company faced re- 
ceivership unless they backed a 
lirge refinancing package. 

In a letter to shareholders, 
Wickes’ chairman Michael von 
Brentano said: “Unless the res- 
olutions are approved by share- 
holders, the group is fikety to be 
unable to continue to trade.” 

An extraordinary general 
meeting on 6 January 1997 will 
vote on the refinancing pro- 
posals, the centrepieces of 
which are a deeply-discounted 
rights issue to raise £53 2m, new 
banking facilities of £52m and 
a £100m capital reduction. 

Under the terms of the rights 
issue, which is fully underwrit- 
ten by SBC Whrburg, investors 
are being offered one new share 

every share heS^fitidmg in 
Wickes’ shares was suspended 
at 69p in June after the 


discovery that past profits had 
been overstated by £51m led to 
the resignation of £lm-a-year 
chairman Henry Sweetbapm. 

“The dilution is pretty horri- 
ble,” said Nick Bubb, retail an- 
alyst at Mees Pierson. “It does 
reduce my estimate of Wickes’ 
value from about 50p to 25p. ” 

But Bill Hoskins, Wickes’ 
finance director, defended the 
rights issue terms. “It became 
clear during September that 
there would be a larger hole in 
the balance sheet, therefore it 
required a bigger than normal 
discount to get the rights issue 
away,” he said. 

Analysts believe Wickes is 
new open to an estimated £200m 
takeover by the Ekes of building 
materials group RMC or rival 
DIY retailer B&Q, owned by 
Kingfisher. However, Wickes 
placed down talk of a bid. “We've 
had nothing further than ex- 
pressions of interest,” said BUI 
Grimsey, Wickes 5 chief executive. 

The accounting d&fide over 
supplier rebates has forced 
Wickes to restate its accounts 


.dtoaT^ngcni fle» from BAAs airport, doe to the can- 
collation of tunnel services. 


Management changes 
lift Fine Art shares 




business 


Hydro to boost 
output south of 
the border 


for 1995. These now show a loss 
before tax of £2793m, £21 3m 
more than originally reported. 

Wickes said it expected to 
make a loss before tax in 1996 
of not more than £56m, with a 
deficit of £5Z7m pounds re- 
ported for the nine months to 
September 28. No interim div- 
idend will be paid in 1996 or 
1997, though a final pay-out is 
possible in 1997. 

As expected, Wickes has put 
its loss-making European busi- 
nesses in France, Belgium and 
Holland up for sale to concen- 
trate on its core UK outlets. It 
has also sold its conservatory 
business in the US. 

Mr von Brentano said the in- 
vestigation into former Wickes 
bosses by the Metropolitan Po- 
lice and Serious Fraud Office 
which began last month was not 
expected to result in any liabil- 
ity for foe group. 

He also confirmed that Sand- 
ford Sigoloff, a US non-execu- 
tive director dosety linked to Mr 
Sweetbaum, would resign “in 
the foreseeable future”. 


Mi chael Harrison 

Hydro-Electric, the Scottish 
power producer, yesterday un- 
veiled plans for farther mvest- 
ment m generating capacity 
south of the border while also 
holding out the prospect of a 
windfall payout to shareholders. 

The group is negotiating to 
buy Norweb’s 50per cent stake 
in the Keadby power station in 
Scunthorpe in a deal which is 
likely to cost it around £240m- 
£25 0m. 

Ffydro-Electric already owns 
the other half of the station and 
has been selected as preferred 
bidder for the Noiweb stake 
which is being disposed of by 
United Utilities, the group 
formed out of North West 
Voter’s acquisition of the re- 
gional electricity company. 

The Keadby deal wil] in- 
crease the amount of electrici- 
ty Hydro is generating for 
England and Wales to 2,000 
megawatts. By 1999 when the 
Seabank gas-fired plant in 
Bristol is on stream, more than 
half of Hydro’s output will be 
sold in England and Wales. 

The Keadby acquisition, to- 
gether with payment for Sea- 
bank, which is jointly owned 
with British Gas, vml raise 
Hydro’s gearing to 65 percent. 

But its chief executive Roger 
Young, nevertheless estimated 
that Hydro wfll still have the ca- 
pacity to return about £200m of 
its capital to shareholders. This 
is more than enough to fund a 
buyback of 10 per cent of its 
shares. Alternately, Hydro 
could reward shareholders with 
a 50p special dividend. 

Mr Young said that the com- 
pany would wait until the end 
of the financial year to decide 
whether to seek further invest- 
ment opportunities or return 
cash to shareholders. Another 
area it is actively looking at is 
setting up deals to sell electric- 
ity direct to domestic customers 
once the market in England and 
Wales is opened up in 1998. 

Hydro is examining so called 
“affinity partnerships” whereby 
it would supply the electricity for 
sale through a well known 
brand such as a supermarket 
chain or bank. “We would like 
to enter the domestic market 
and I am beginning to think tins 
is the best means of doing so,” 
said Mr Young. 





Roger ttHing: Still expects to 
return £200m to Investors 

He was speaking as Hydro un- 
veiled flat half-year profits of 
£613m. due to the abnormally 
low level of rainfall in the six 


months to the end of September. 
This forced Hydro to buy in ex- 
tra quantities of coal to meet de- 
maodfiom its Scottish customers. 
Without the extra coal bum, 
profits would have been £6m 
higher than last year’s £61.7m. 

The strong undertying per- 
formance of the business, 
driven by farther development 
of its interests, south of the 
border, encouraged Hydro to in- 
crease its payout at the interim 
stage by 11 per centto 53p. Pre- 
viously it had set a target of 
growing dividends by 6 percent 
in real terms. 

The Keadby and Seabank 
power stations' generate 1,400 
megawatts of electricity and form 
the central pan of Hydro's ex- 
pansion plans outside Scotland. 

It bad planned to enter the 
retail power market in a big way 
by buying British Gas’s North 
of England and Scottish supply 
business but the deal was 
scrapped after BG decided it 
could not negotiate this deal and 
demerge its pipeline and sup- 
ply businesses at the same time. 


Budget changes ‘mean 
rethink on investment? 


London Electricity which is in 
talks to merge its supply busi- 
ness with that of Northern 
Electric to fend off hostile US 
bidders, warned yesterday that 
it was reviewing its long-term 
investment plans following 
changes in capital allowances 
announced in last month's Bud- 
get, writes Michael Harrison. 

Sir Bob Reid, London's 
chairman, said that the pro- 
posed tax changes had forced 
it to re-examine spending on 
programmes such as its tun- 
nelling artwork underneath 
the capitaL 

In the first half of the year 
London’s capital expenditure 
reached nearly £60m. of which 
£49m was spent on replacing 
and modeniising its infra- 
structure. 

It has a further £200m com- 
mitted to a portfolio of projects 
involving the airports group 
BAA, the Channel Itannrt rail 
Bade and the Docklands Light 
Railway 

But investment in as sets with 


a Jong life has been thrown into 
confusion following the Chan- 
cellor’s decision to increase 
the tax take on the utilities by 
reducing the proportion of such 
spending which can be offset 
against tax from 25 per centto 
6 per cent a yean 

London remained tight- 
lipped on the alliance with 
Northern, saying it could not 
comment because it was 
deemed by the Takeover Fane) 
to have been in an offer period 
since 20 November, afteT it 
emerged that die US utility 
Entergy was interested in a pos- 
sible bid, - 

A tie-up with Northern od the 
supply side would be a way of 
hating the two companies to re- 
tain their independence. North- 
ern, which is on the receiving 
end rfa £782m bid from another 
US utility CatEnergy disclosed 
in its final defence document 
earlier this week that the joint 
supply venture would achieve 
annual cost savings rising to 
more than £28m, evenly split. 


DTI charges Levitt 
with breaking ban 


JKI Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 

The Department of Trade and 
Industry has charged Roger 
Levitt, die controversial former 
investment adviser, with break- 
ing a seven-year ban on him 
conducting business as a com- 
pany director. 

The ban was imposed by the 
DTI on Mr Levitt in November 
1993. 

The DU alleges that Mr 
Levitt took part in managing In- 
ternational Boxing Corpora- 
tion, a sports promotion 
company, in contravention of 
section 13 of the Company Di- 
rectors Disqualification Act 
1986. 

Hearings for the case are due 
to begin at Malborough Street 


Magistrate’s Court on Monday 
next week. 

The action, which was insti- 
gated by the DTI on 20 No- 
vember, also charges Michael 
Jacobs, a director of the firm, 
with aiding and abetting Mr 
Levitt. 

The DTI also issued charges 
under section 447 of the Com- 
panies Act 1985 against Mark 
Segal, Cecil Hal pin and John 
Wiffen for making statements 
which they knew were false 
that Mr Levitt was not involved 
in toe management of toe com- 

^ found guilty, then the 
charges against Mr Levitt could 
cany a six-month jail term ora 
£5,000 fine if the case is con- 
ducted in toe magistrate’s court, 
in a crown court, the maximum 


penalty that could be imposed 
is two years in prison. 

He managed money for 
wealthy and famous people 
through his financial services 
firm. The Levitt Group, which 
collapsed in December 1990 
with debts of £34m. 

Mr Levitt is a keen sports fan. 
He has acted as commercial 
manager to Lennox Lewis, the 
former world heavyweight box- 
er champion. 

His connection with boxing 
continues via International Box- 
ing Corporation which manages 
the affairs of Alfred Kotey, a 
star barer from Ghana. 

In toe past he is thought to 
have owned nearly 1 percent of 
.Arsenal, toe Premier League 
football club based in north 
London. 
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Magnus Grimond 

| Fine Art Developments, the 
j greetings card to mail order 
group, saw its shares bounce 4p 
i to 234p yesterday after it un- 
veiled management changes 
and a restructuring programme 
to combat a slide in profits. Pre- 
tax profits fell from £6-2m to 
fZOTminthe six months to Sep- 
tember, but toe market was 


its warning last month which has 

i seen the shares nearly halve 
from 440p in November. 

The group said Tbny Johnson, 
who has been managing direc- 
tor since the middle of 1994, zs 
to step up to become deputy 
chairman. His current role wiH 
be split between two joint man- 
aging directors, including 



ona 


Matthew Sharp, an existing di- 
rector who wfll head the card 
and paper products division, and 
another to be recruited from 
outside, who wiB oversee the 
troubled mail order operation. 

As part of plans to exit peri- 
pheral and poorly perforating 
i businesses, the group ha* 

I its loss-making US mail order 


business and said negotiations 
for foe sale of Rapertree, a 
loss- making retail drain, were 
at an advanced stage, with a 
conditional contract having 
been exchanged. Analysts said 
the two disposals would elimi- 
nate annual losses of between 
£2m and £L5m, mdnding a 
£1.4m lass in foe first hall 
Even!: so, Sean Eddie of 
NatWest Markets shaved his 

faflyearfHofitsftuecasibyafiff- 

tber £2m to £29m yesterday. 
Forecasts werearound fiMrn be- 
fore last month’s wanting. 


Agency mafl older accounted 
for £2.6m of the group profits 
shortfall in foe latest ax months, 
although some of foe £73m 
drop in sales reported in No- 
vember has been clawed back 
with an extra £4m marketing 
campaim, leaving them down 
£5 3m. The group blamed the 
recent postal strikes for around 
£lm of the profits downturn. 
Losses at foe Dee operation are 
expected to douttie in foe full 
year, Fine Art warned, but the 
major downturn will be at 
Express Gifts it said. 


Daily scheduled flight to Spain 

easy Jet 

Amsterdam £)5 • Scotland £29 • Nice £49 

All Cares single excL tax subject to availability 
every seat on every Slight £49 single up to and including Dec 18th 199b 
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Britain’s brilliant career in the 
services sector proves a myth 


Rolling up in his Mere as 




n 


B ritain is better placed 
than most to take ad- 
vantage of a euro, ac- 
cording to the Chance Dor in his 
speech to the House of Com- 
mons this week. Because 
British firms axe so competitive, 
argued Ken Clarke, they will be 
able to leap in fast and enjoy 

the benefits of a truly single 


market brimming with euros. 
It seems Mr Clarke believes 


It seems Mr Qarke believes 
British firms are ahead of the 
game, at least compared with 
their European counterparts. 
Thanks to downsizing, to an ear- 
ly and energetic shift out of man- 
ufacturing and into services, 
and to the flexible labour mar- 
ket, British companies are sup- 


posedly well equipped to meet 
the challenges of expanding 


behind those of our three 
biggest competitors. 

7b discover that we are less 
efficient in service provision as 
well as manufacturing may 
come as something of a shock. 
The myth of the UK services 
miracle has become well en- 
. sconced. Some pundits even 
postulated in the Eighties that 
we could become the service 
centre for Europe, leaving 
manufacturing to our conti- 
nental colleagues. 

Service sector success was 
supposed to be our salvation, 
allowing us to shrug our shoul- 
ders at our poor manufactur- 
ing record. The service sector 
now accounts for substantially 


markets. Lean, mean, sharp 
and sophisticated, so the story 
goes, British companies have 
been toughened and enlivened 
by the Thatcher revolution. 

Squaring up to them, 
according to the sroiy, are dum- 
sy, flabby European monstros- 
ities. complacent after decades 
cosseted in a cosy, corporatist 
pre-Thatcherite world. Where 
British companies can suppos- 
edly deploy their workers m the 
most efficient and creative way 
(thanks to that flexible labour 
market), French and German 
companies are - we are told - 
held back by archaic labour 
market legislation. 

But something in this tale 
just doesn't add up. If British 
firms were really so efficient, 


and so uniquely able to deploy 
labour in the best possible 


way, UK productivity should be 
hich and rising. Output per 


high and rising. Output per 
worker should be higher in 
Britain than in Germany or 
France - at least in the service 
sector where we supposedly 
excel. 

The truth is vety different 
New research suggests that 
Britain’s employees are less ef- 
ficiently employed than our 
counterparts in the US, France 
and Germany. Not just in man- 
ufacturing (where we have 
tong known of our weaknesses) 
but in the service sector too, 
British productivity levels lag 
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more output, more employ- 
ment, ana particularly more 
employment growth, than 
manufacturing in every West- 
ern country. 

In Britain, 40 per cent of jobs 
are in so-called market services 
- private sector services in- 
cluding everything from bonk- 
ing to hotels, but excluding 
public services and personal 
services like hairdressing. Only 
17 .5 percent of jobs are still in 
manufacturing. The same story 
holds true for output; 37 per 
cent of our GDP is produced 
by our market services, com- 
pared to only IS per cent by 
manufacturing industry. 

Were we to be ahead of the 
game in the wealth-producing, 
employment-rich service sector, 
it would be indeed promising 
for economic growth in fu- 
ture. Sacfly it seems we have the 
same comparative weaknesses 
and inefficiencies in services as 
we do in manufacturing. So 
much for being competitive in 
Europe. 

In a new pamphlet* from the 
National Institute of Econom- 
ic and Social Research 
(NIESR), Mary O’Mahony, 
Nicholas Oulton and Jennet 
Vass have examined produc- 
tivity in market services in 
Britain, France, Germany and 
the US. They found that in 
market services as a whole, US 
productivity was 38 per cent 
higher than in the UK (in 
other words for every £1 value 


Yvette 

Cooper 

Employment 
growth can’t 
explain away the 
productivity 
gap. Since 1979 
we have had 
one of the 
slowest job 
creation rates in 
Europe 


performance was bigger in the 
service sector than in manufac- 
turing. So our bankas, hoteliers 
and retailers are at more of a 
disadvantage compared to their 
European counterparts than 
UK car manufacturers. 

Keen to find something we 
might be good at, the econo- 
mists split the service sector 
down even further. But in 
every sector the results were 
broadly the same. US retailers 
were 44 per cent more pro- 
ductive than British retail 
workers. In hotels and catering, 
and in communications, our 
employees are more productive 
than the Germans, but the 
French and the Americans still 
beat us bands down. Even in 
banking and finance — the one 
thing we are supposed to excel 
in thanks to the City - our 
workers are less productive. 

O'Mahony et al concede 
that if you break industries 
down even further there may 
be specific tilings we are very 
good aL For example, the Brits 


they did. As market services, 
grew in both countries between 
1979 and 3989, service sector 
employment grew faster in 
Britain, while service sector 
productivity grew faster in 
Germany. 

Even so, empioyinent growth 

can't explain away the produc- 
tivity gap. Our job creation 
record is too miserable for 
that. Since 1979, we have had 
one of the slowest job creation 
rates in Europe. Moreover no 
one in this downsizing, hire- 
and-fire culture, could plausi- 
bly believe that the British 
service sector is deliberately 
overstaffed for social purposes. 
The Japanese example is. not 
being replicated here. 

So we shall have to took else- 
where for explanations of the 


Hugh “Sooty” Corbett, the 
fan-loving publican who sold 
the Shig & Lettuce and Har- 
vcy Floorbangers chains of 


bars, is firing on all cylinders 
with his new Group of Tup 


with his new group of Tup 
pubs. Having opened the Gty 
Tup in Gresham Street last 
month, Mr Coibett says he is 


keen to open another City * 
bar, possibly in Smithfields. 


persistent productivity gap. 
The British failure to invest 
property, particularly in skills 
put also in infrastructure, 
emerges as a strong suspect. 
The same criticisms that nave 
been made of our manufac- 
turing record - inadequate in- 
vestment, poor education and 
skills, bad management - for so 
long, appear to be relevant for 
our service sector too. 

So Mr Clarice should sound 
a little less optimistic about 
Britain’s ability to make the 
most of any economic oppor- 
tunities a single currency zone 
might deliver: British compa- 
nies in both manufacturing 
and services may be doing 
well relative to their European 
counterparts simply because 
we have emerged from reces- 
sion rather earner than France 
or Germany. But the underly- 
ing efficiency of British busi- 
ness - and the skills, 
infr astr u cture and climate for 
investment on which our com- 
panies depend - still leave 
much to be desired. . 


may indeed be the most pro- 
ductive foreign exchange deal- 


added by a UK worker, the US 
employee adds £138 in the 
same period). France’s service 
sector productivity is 36 per 
cent higher, and Germany's 34 
per cent higher. 

Even more surprising, they 
found that the gap between 
British and French or German 
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ductive foreign exchange deal- 
ers in the world. But in the 
research these NIESR econo- 
mists have carried out, we 
emerge as extremely success- 
ful (compared to France and 
the US at least) in only one 
area: selling insurance. 

The big question is: why are 
we so unproductive? From one 
point of view, low productivity 
need not be a bad thing at alL 
It could mean that more peo- 
ple are employed. 

More people providing the 
same level of services and shar- 

sefves Sf De better for 
society than having a few peo- 
ple working hard and paid well 
while everyone else draws the 
dole. For example, Japan has a 
sector, which is heavily over- 
staffed, but which is tolerated 
because it keeps a lot of peo- 
ple in work. 

There is some limited evi- 
dence to suggest that produc- 
tivity growth was lower in 
Britain compared to Germany 
because we expanded service 
sector employment faster than 


If you cannot take over a 
newspaper, then why not do 


the next best thing and 
appoint its editor? In II 


Productivity in Market Ser- 
vices : International Compar- 
isons', Mary O'Mahony, 
Nicholas Oulton and Jennet 
kfcss, discussion paper No 105. 
National Institute of Econom- 
ic and Social Research, 2 Dean 
Trench St, London SW1P3HE 


shareholder in Italy’s top i 
inc daily, Coniere deBa Se 


ing daffy, Coniere deBa Sent. 

Having its former chief 
spokesman as editor of the 
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People & Business^ 


bar, possibly in Smithfields. 

He wants to expand else- 
where m. London and put in 
an offer for a site in Shep- 
herds Bush the other week 
but lost out to a rival 
Another four London “nip” 
puls should open next year 
before Mr Corbett tries his 
luck outside the M25. 

Between pub openings, the 
SClsomething bon viveur is 
enjoying his new purchase 
which he describes as his 
“menopausal toy”. It is a 
sleek, silver Mercedes con- 
vertible be bought last month. 

“When my wife saw it she 
said: ‘Men your age either buy 
flashy cars or have a mistress.’ 
1 said: Tve got both.’ I think 
she realised I was joking.” 



Fiat Cesari RornKTs former PR Is to edit Italy’s ’ll Sole’ 


country's most prestigious fi- 
nancial daily is an interesting 
addition — akin perhaps to Sir 


Tim Bell taking over Richa 
Lambert’s chair at the FT. 


appoint Its editor? In Italy the 
worlds of big business, 
politics and the media have a 
habit of overlapping. So it . 
proved again yesterday when 
II Sole 24 Ore - the Italian 
equivalent of the FT - 
announced that its new editor 
is to be one Ernesto And, 
presently the head public 
relations mas at Fiat 
H Sole is controlled by the 
Italian equivalent of the Con- 
federation of British Indus tiy, 
an outfit called Confindustria. 
And guess which very large 
Italian car maker is one of 
the biggest movers and shak- 
ers in Confindustria. In fact, 
the Fiat chairman, Cesar! 
Romiti, shs on its executive 
board, which was responsible 
for Mr Aud’s appointment 
Fiat is no stranger to the 
press since it already owns La 
Stampa and is the largest single 


Those H Sole journalists 
who do not like the new setup 
are entitled to vote on Mr 
Aucfs appointment in the 
new year. But it won’t do 
them much good. The Italian 
wedcfyiteuwBma, which is 
owned by the former Italian 
prime minister Silvio Berlus- 
coni, recently appointed one 
Juliano Ferrara as editor. Mr 
Ferrara faded on a show of 
hands on the editorial floor. ■ 
But he still got the job cour- 
tesy of the fact that his last 
post was as minister and chief 
spokesman in ... er ... the 
Beislusconi government. 


sign the thing, though I under- 
stand he is now not quite sure 
what to do with iL 

Barely had the Linleys de- 
parted when Lord Lichfield 
came in. The shop had one of 
his titles too - a 1980s effort 
on beautiful women. His -k, 

T nnkhin immpHrQfpK/ hruiofiiW 


the 




Lordship immediately bought^ 
ft. “You can't get it any more," 
he explained Are these peo- 
ple only interested in their 
own works, one wonders? 


James Dyson, the entrepre- 
neur who developed the 
super-soaraway Dyson vacu 


Busy round of Royal goings 
on in Helmsley, north York- 


on in Helmsley, north York- 
shire. Both Viscount Untey 
and Lord Lichfield were in 
the town the other day for a 
spot of shooting on the North 


York moors. They were stay- 
ing at The Black Swan and 


ing at The Black Swan and 
both took time to pop into the 
local second-hand bookshop. 

Viscount Linlcy and his wife 
were the first to drop by. They 
were busy browsing when 
S elma Lmley suddenly cried: 
‘Darling, they've got your 
book”, pulling out a glossy 
tome on “extra-ordmaxy furni- 
ture.” The bookseller promptly 
asked his Royal customer to 


super-soaraway Dyson vacu- 
um cleaner, is now cleaning 
up wiLh a new book. Doing A 
Dyson is a “how-to" tome 
charting the growth of the 
Dyson product with tips on 
simple little things like how to 
invent new technology, manu- 
facture it and then take on 
the market leaders. 

Dyson, who sponsored Sir 
Ranulph Fiennes in his recent- 
ly aborted bid to walk unas- 
sisted across Antarctica, had 
originally published only a 
limited edition of the tide to 
support his exhibition at the 
Design Museum in London. 
Then Self ridges asked if he 
would do a book signing at the 
Oxford Street store. A faithjp^ 
print run has now been or- 
dered and the intrepid suction 
merchant will be at Seifridges 
tomorrow to sign them. 
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McCoy may miss Pipe party 


Racing 


? 


HRIS CORRIGAN 


Martin Pipe stands on the brink 

of reaching another century of 
winners in a season after gain- 
ing his 99th victory yesterday - 
but the stable’s favoured rider 
Tbny McCby, is unlikely to be 
joining the ton-up party. 

McCoy was ruled out of ac- 
tion for today and tomorrow fol- 
lowing a fall at Taunton. After 
concussion was diagnosed* the 
jockey was stood down for three 
days. This means he misses 
promising; rides at Cheltenham 
today and Lingfield tomorrow 
which seem almost certain to 
clinch Pipe's century. 

Adrian Maguire, McCoy’s 
nearest pursuer in the jump 
jockeys’ title race, may also 
miss Cheltenham today, be- 
cause of influenza. 

McCoy, who is on tbe 115 - 
winner mark, was on Iktasab in 


the West Hatch Novice Hurdle Barnes, said; “I suppose we’ve stayers’ hurdle, went down by a 
ysstCTday when the horse fell at got to wait another day for the head to Yahmi in a driving fm- 

cenciny and I don't know how ish up the hill, 
many runners well have over But Maguire later revealed 
the weekend with Tony out of ' * ' J ^ 


the final flight when in fifth 
place. 

The season's leading jump 
jockey was then badly kicked by 
another runner. He lay mo- 
tionless for a while but eventu- 
ally walked away from the 
incident to be brought back in 
an ambulance. 

McCoy's condition meant he 
was forced to give up his re- 
maining booked rides on the 
Ihunton card, including the 
Pipe-trained Out Ranking lathe 


action.'’ 

It compounded a bad week 
for McCoy, who bad to give up 
his sole ride at Leicester on 
Wednesday after a fall at 


final event This multiple win- 
nth Rid 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Barbason 
(Ungfiefcf 1155) 

NB: Myfontaine 
(UngfleM 12 25) 


ner duly won, with Richard 
Hughes in the saddle, taking the 
yard on to the 99 mark 

“McCoy will miss the next 
two days as the rules state that 
if the concussion is oia minor 
nature the jockey cannot ride 
for three days," said racecourse 
doctor Roger Lambert. 

Pipe was not at Taunton but 
the trainer's assistant, Chester 


Ptumpton on Tuesday which left 
him bruised. 

At Sandown yesterday, Adri- 
an Maguire whittled down his 
rival’s lead to 59 with a hat-trick 
on Hurricane Lamp, Potter’s 
Bay and Stately Home. 

He narrowly missed out on a 
four-timer when Jade Tinner, 
the 1-4 fa v o u rite for the novice 


he was feeling under the weath- 
er and might not be fitfor Chel- 
tenham today. “Fm dying of the 
flu and might not ride tomor- 
row,” he said. “I will talk to 
David Nicholson and see how 
I am in the morning. " 

Richard Dunwoody, 65 win- 
ners behind McCoy, seemed in 
rude health at Fakenham, 
where he reached the 50 mark 
for the season when skillfully 
steering The Lancer to victory 
at Fakenham. 

Dun woody’s mount ap- 
peared to be dropping oat of 
contention with three fences to 
jump, bat the rider had mere- 
ly been giving the 6-4 favourite 
a breather alter being promi- 
nent from the start The part- 
nership came with a renewed 
challenge from the home bend 
to beat Dr Rocket by two and 


a half lengths. Dunwoody bad 
earlier initiated a double with 
Le Teteu, who galloped right 
through the last flight m theju- 
venile novice hurdle, but it did 
not stop him. 

The former champion jock- 
ey sat tight on the wanner, an- 
other 6-4 favourite, and they 
came home two lengths dear of 
Desert Mountain. 

Inchcailloch, a good winner 
at Sandown yesterday, is a 
doubtful runner for the 
Tripleprint Gold Cup at Chel- 
tenham tomorrow. “Tin fright- 
ened the track might be sli^Teiy 
again," trainer Jeff King said af- 
terwards. 

Still on course for the Chel- 
tenham event, though, is 
Addington Boy. Gordon 
Richards, his trainer, is ex- 
pected to send the eight-year- 
old on the journey from Penrith 
for a race which carries £60,000 
in added prize money. Tbny 
Dobbin will ride. 



bm race hope: Addington Boy gpes for the IKpfeprint 
Gold Cup Handicap Chase at Cheltenham tomorrow 


Paddy’s in the entries 


• total of 48 horses have been 
Itered for the Ladbroke 
i dicap Hurdle) at Leop- 
ardstown on 11 January. There 
is the usual strong contingent of 
British-trained entries. 

The home entries are head- 
ed by Uru bands, winner of the 
Sun Alliance Novice Hurdle at 
the Cheltenham Festival last 
March before following up in 


the Aimree Hurdle on Grand 
National day, and Fhmily Way, 
who finis hed runner-up in the 
big race last year. 

For Britain, Paddy’s Return, 
who landed the Triumph Hur- 
dle at the Cheltenham Festival, 
is among the entries along with 
the unbeaten Penny A Day. The 
weights for the race will be an- 
nounced next Tuesday. 


CHELTENHAM 

L55: Chai-Yo hails from a stable in 
fine foxm and his second to Mister 
Morose at Newbuxy last time was a 
solid effort. Passer ground and a 41b 
rise in his handicap raring could 
make make thing s difficult today, 
however. SOVEREIGNS PARADE, 
now fitted with blinkers for the Hist 
time, looks the one. This four-year- 
old acts well on a sound strc&ce and 
a faDure to figure in a competitive 
handicap won by Executive Design 

at Ascot three weeks ago can be ig- 



nored. Mick Fitzgerald’s mount 
was in need of thar first run of the 
season and the jockey eased Ins 
mount in the doting stages. 


2Jfc GLEMOT seemed not to quite 
last out the trip when fading in the 
final fariong of the 3m3f Becfaer 
Chase, won by Into The Red, at Ain- 
txee last month. That third placing 
was stiD a respectable effort. But it 
was the previous run by the gelding 
that emphasise his prospects here. 
The eight^year-old was runner-up to 
Comae Hfll at Wnyanton, giving d« 
subsequent Hennessy Gold Cup 
winner 5Dx Kim Bailey's charge 
runs off die same handicap mark to- 
day and should comfortably take 
care of Yorkshire Gale. 


3A5: Shadirwan will have his sup- 
porters here, but this thorough stay- 


ex cm the Flat would ideally be suited 
m confronts him 


longer trip th 

today. Darajdjui must enter calcu- 
lations after winning in fine Sftdfc on 
his hurdling bow. Martin Pipe’s 
four-year-old blotted his copybook . 
nexr time, however, jumping awk- 
wardly when a poor sixth to Mighty 
Moss at Chepstow. CARLITO 
BJUGANTE performed with credit 
on fast ground on the FlaL The po- 
tential of his jumping debut at As- 
cot Iasi month can be realised here. 


3 >H> Locbnamrain is on the trail of ! 
a four-timer after an easy win at Kd- , 
so last week but the combination of I 
a 41b penalty aod tougher competi- 
tion may find him out today . 1 
Olympian won a muddling race at 
Ascot last time and that form could 
be suspect. Swing Quartet is from 
a yard usually to be feared in this 
kind of event, but the mare has to 
61b more than her proper 
i mark. One who will cer- 
: fast going is GLEN- 
GARRtf GDUL She was brought 
down at Chepstow last time. 


12.45 


HYPERION 

12-15 Brandon Magic 230Gfemat 

12A5 Lord Of The West &05 Carfito Brigante 

L20 Beatson 3L40GLENGAIVflPGRL(nap) 

135 Sovereigns Parade 


CHRIS COLEY RACKS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
O £6300 added 3m If 110yds 

1 OPO-lll U»DQFtlEV^(2]a)u^crVitanMJJ0tM7U8JtMa»to 

2 23P-P22 RJHSYTra/TH(17J <U H Htemn) M Utem 10114 MrAHteMt 

3 1124-22 KWNir(X7)m(WEUa}jGniM7114 : MAM 

-31 


£55 


MARLBOROUGH TEES HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS O £5000 added 2m If 


CHELTENHAM SPONSORS** NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS C) £5^000 added 2m 


-BOpfca 


GOING: Good to Ftrra (Good in places). 

■ Left-hand, gaSopJng course with «tHT fences. Uphill rua-in. 

■ Course fat one ndle north of town o ft A435. Bus Uhk from Cfcetatham tail 
station f served by Bristol. Birmingham and London, Paddington) 2m. An . 
MISSION: Ghib A TuunaQs combined £12 Qanioss, 16-24 years S& Student* 
£ 6 ); Foster's Enclosure £ 6 . CAB PARK; Free. 


sm 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: M Pipe — 31 wtaumo from 243 
ninnm gives a success raUo of IZSftond&loasioaSJ level stake of £72.46; 
K BaDcjr — 19 winners, B7 mnnen, 21.8%. ,£13.73; J GUfartf — 18 win. 
new, W6 runner*, 17.8%, +£10.73; S Bendenom — 13 whom, JIG ran- 
nm, 11.3ft, -£48.18. 

*"~P-EADING JOCKEY 8 : R Duuwoodjr — 38 wtanejs, 203 rides, 184%, 
■AfiJSl; A Maguire — 2G winners, 107 rides. 15.0ft, -474.73; J Oaborae 
— 21 winners. 11)0 rides, 15.0%, -£66.17; N WnUauwou — 22 winners, 88 . 
rides. 25.0%, +535.40. 

nUNSBBBD FIRST TIME: SoiuMipis Parade (UBGjl 
WINNERS IN TOE LAST OVEN DATS: Beusoo (1.30) von at PtangHon 
nn Tuesday, Lord Of Tfte Weet (12.45) won alLeieeatar on Wednesday. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Buyers Drum (1 20) baa been sent 240 mOes 
by B EBlswi from lamchester. Co Durham. 


BSTTBtt 10-11 Wa* WM* 1X-U lard oMBa Wait, 10-1 Any IhA. 

1995: Seven Item 6 11 8 P Mm 8-15 (Ms M Rowley) 5 m 

RMM (HIDE 

ft was at this mealing last year that WB WINDY was nmne+up to Batter Time* 
Ahead m a threo-mto hunfle and he can step up on bistw> seconds over fences 
this season now he rawrm in a more suitable Wp. »teo Windy started off over 
fames by Jumping vail and laadvtg the smart See Mora Business untt the feunh 
last at Chepstow (Sm3tLU}yds). torn which racatoad a tremendous boost ufeh 
the way The winner ran hi irotand nod time and jIsd by iftrd-ploced Buchhooae 
Bey pdng on » ten at Newbuiy A mistake ttv* out just as the pace Increased 
waahbdoimfUowrBnntrBftalongmHialingdmretttfmeBndhewsiin- 
abie to peg back MMar Drum. Ha needs tWa dm mlas. lani Of tbe waat Is 
txfl again qidcidy aftBr his dedsh« defem C< seawned handKaptscK at Loices- 
w on Wodrvasday. That was the thW win on the trot for tWe Dno, Ng sevwv 
^aar^mlhBraaifylmoomeiohknaeVafUtoThalimt-mmifigWasWnly 
wD have to by and bum off his fhilEhingMcIt. Taiunlon- wee WQy 


1 Q2L-112 CHV-VO 04) p| OT 7** 1 OU 5 11 10- 

2 32333-0 MMMM(XTOntotlca(ty$)ndfcariCMni4116 .—JiOuflmdr 

3 14B0 SOVBEKNS PARADE OD(RTcio(h)N Hendareon4U4 HAFtvr “ 

4 14311-3 (WBIN.(2a){D)(SG&mMSUnht41JQ23 AhJJ 

-4l 


3L20 


CHUBB FIRE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 added 2m 5f 


Vo I Kl LETTCBY & CHWSTOPWR HURDLE (GLASS C) 
±=£J E5JD00 added 3YD 2m If 

POU AW0BA(ffHBR(4fl(DHftowuDftoanllfl MrAMaf 


2315PF- UDBre umo pSff) (CrodeOa Racing CU4 J Whia 7 12 0 «-(k|)r Laela 
34PUjO- YWU4Mm*mXX(4O8}WlttoHert*rAMcn)Rr*MeSlOlCU*t><0 

SUM maMaamOtoEBBffMRBucMer 71DB®n) SHnwi 

523312- HAUiAM tWWP2ti^J Mamas) H Mamets 6 100 ADoaMgS 

223411 BUIBlS DREAM (U) [Brian Chlckan)BSbonG 100 fiCMdlV 

-Sdactaad- 


AMtaan aetfr 10K. Oue hnSnpMWK NMwn Ikn 9irl2fe; Biqws Onan flH W; 
BEITW£ U-4 Baataoa, 7-2 lipaaifa U>ttD, 4-1 Bayats Praam, 9-2 Haftaai Tata, Yho- 


BETTWg Aaqm-lh, M Sa.ew»e Wanafc. 5-1 «mwr, 1 M Fan** 

1995: Ctajft Lad 5 11 2 M A Ffc&aH 2-1 W Wnttasiro 10 tan 

raWQUDE 

In a race In attch mew putter cut in the putrid, CHUWSflnJfifing pace 

batwean ttw last w» miffit bo datishe against the thtea younaar horaes. Hav- 
ing won smoothly at Haydock and Alrarea, Chal-Yo wasn't able ® flat In a Now 
at Mister Mourn at Nmtaay tan time. WBh Intennajgc selling a strong pace 
ana than Affatar Atnoaa McMtg on at tfw second last it left Un with too much 
m do. WMe the and result may haw been rfissppointtnfc Dial Yto a pud race 
against an uneapoaad and wtdemitad home. Fbuith-ptacad Cadougold hea coma 
out and won sssfy. so me tarm sends up weL Foreetul won low-Key races In 
testing contBUons at Heraibnl and Chepstow before raising h few eyetrews with 
hto defeat of CWcodart and Sbhmg Edge In a harascap at Haydock fai Mayor) 
good 0 twnd. TTm was no lliAe atxiui ft and ha was hanring Ms ifast outing since 
then when Mating untl the saoondlaa behind a s^cr-flt Tom BmBe and 
tar Bevstad a Aknae last month. That race wDluue put Rxasod ritfit and Mas- 
TBf De vetotf g sUiaaquent second to Make A Stand at Sandown last SaUHay 
puts me (bun in a good |£iL SCManifna Parade was stem, 19 lengths behind 
Fonsaal at Haydock, a dsappamtingnm consWerff^he had heetan subsequent 
Triumph winner Paddy’s Return them first dme out There wasnt a gieat deal In 
his return at Ascot last month (eased whan beaten behind Executive Destyfl and 
ha ttnowbeogbfed In faartao. Th^B haw to harea ckamabc offha Nkpramiris 
fiat run since coming Ihxn beland last season was a mod third to Our Kris and 
Doping on this can) 12 months ago. He ms not seen out again un# Ludktw bn 
Marti), when Mutazs proved Hum tenths too good, end an remaining ouOigt 
wem also below that ftst tfbft.lt may be that he needed time to acdr ia itoe, 
but he Is without a run smee being wen baaten at Woreestar In July “nd may m- 
qtrtm a race m recapture Ms form. Selection: CHAJ VO 


002-12 ■EtoMRIBWm{H^tlaHMremUBDaikBn5117-Cll«M%n 

IB OAMriMN [ 1 ^ (DA Jchnsml M Pipe 4 11 7 


AFOiLONO (Mfairae ManWlond UH) Rise 4 U 3 

2 OWliroBfilOWIE(2n)W[laVBmfti(OPV*ster4113_MAHUge(rid 


32 DOaaAMMC(IU«(aq(litolklO^BMcMa«)«U3 
0 WIMIXT(29^AllcM«PHM()er4113 
P- MMWM(336)(CMBB4RAMua5313 A 


0 MOF5nM(13} (Ms PShenoaS J WWa ^ 113 TJMaphy 

00060- AIMBMIBBWS(U8HStin)Ge|0LGaM4U12 £Ho«m(3) 

-Brisciantf- 

BET11NC: onaa SheMsae, 7-2 Dwwjdao, B-l Caifto BrigWa, 10-1 Bseecn iSgbt, 
Boa of SprMg, 12-1 DocktaxJ* Confer, 15-1 othan 
1995: 2«ri9ns 5 11 7 J Ottme 9-2 (0 Shemoxt) 13 ran 
raw GUIDE 

DARAYDAN poababiy Ibund his Chepcmw run ooirtnga bit aeon after winrdrq; at 
Lricesrororty rtns cfeys emter, qute apart from which he wes up o^ilnst a po- 
taitfaOyiDp-daaanmiioe In Mighty Moss and an pound softer than he cares for. 
This smart Bat swer had speadoaged htsfleld at Laicataer and b worth a chence 
to show tha Chepstow running aD wrong. Caritto Brtgante was a decent teo 
1 l)rioo|' handk^pper on the Flat and was running fw the ftst time since flnteh- 
mg fourth In the Mafpet Cup when chaalng home Resist The Force at Ascot three 
weeks 80> on ha luiflng dotxjL He shoukkft haw h» much ooubia going one 
better yet mty have Naan off more than he can chew in Deraydan. Shadrwarrs 
orijy start owr msxBes wu fer a hot raoe at Asoot in Janua^ and te want wen 
as ferae me second fast on me soft sound before eventually taSlrg when wed 
atthe final flgfe S ele ct ion : DARAYDAN 


pqTJnl GOLD CARD HCAP HWDLE (QUAUFGR) 
I 0 ™! (CLASS B) £7,000 added 3m UOyds 

itUHll- KZADMNP44(D9(DSHaftlfc3MJki€fey6lll0 


BENnaoSAM u Q»B B BoBrahaad 11 0 . 


5 BRAMON MACD PQ Off) (RPBMciaaacra l Baking 11 0 

5 cussr cuff w yam Ssrgd jwnbiio — .. -._tj 

BET TOUW IMkhMl IMdafe E tNMai U 0 


*ayi«aaa 


ItRiJENCE PBXfiR (MB S Bkmt*« J « 11 0 

MAZAMQ(inA) (Bat* aeWOOftei 11 Q| 



s woat£Couw»p3MSca«wsawgiio mjj 

26 PltAS«BIHA»[14)[MsSyMaEMMDanwlHCunilllO _—D Manta 
5 SOCETV MASK (USA) (7) (K A Am) C Mam 110. 

443 T0PACUM(9) (MKJdaktankiiPtkinillD Ht 


ODUDHG)MkrihAtdrft»ar^Sltaf<in^l09^AAkgaMr 
- 32 da un rea- 

BETT9K: 3-1 Ibwdon Made, 7-2 DUtaand, S-l kWaaea Mar, A-lSocMy Mag- 
1c, PlaeiaelaMl, 10-1 Ctauy CAM, 12-1 otkais. 

1395: Our l«s 3 11 7 M A fingnsM 3-1 ffl Kandaracrt 14 an 
F0RMGUDE 

Brandon Magk: boasts the bast Flattbrm and can leawi hta run ham hat month 
Dahrt.ThareWBrttemanves.howaver.notiaeKthefl^DISAUflaiEn.awin- 
ner over rune tUwnga on fast »wnd at Wpon m July and vriw ako ran )nafl on 
Iw final two outings on u» Flat. saiacttav DISALLOWS) 


1B95: SomgMedUm 8 U.8T J Mupty B-l (Jl B&fl ID an 

raw (HIDE 

Undanfc Lotto h unrv-aonttfUnt In OTs fade and ttV on/y when heateson 

tha big boys that ha mugdes. He iwmaBy comas to hand early, yet aa straitfK 

■she mltfit be tor Ns Brat run since taling eno Irflurrig Nmself » Attree in 
March, BEATSON w tn action at Plumpton on Tbeaday and should be e good 
deal sharper. He also raoeDasl9b Beatson was returning Mtera^er off and 
Would have bean concerned In tha finish had he not Men when laadng with 
four to Jump at VAncermn last month. Ha was nearly on tha floor O 0 dn five out 
at Ptumptan tax rscowrad quickly to lead mrae out and boot Mr Matt Cy ntna 
terWhs. He gave the lest two fences plenty of dayU$« and has away chance of 
a Quick Mow-up IT avoiding ary serious mistakes. It la 13 morths since Yao- 
Man Wantor last tan but he would coma wed into tha reckoning if anywhere 
near straight enough. On Ns orgy appearance last season haled far a long Miy 
when lhhd behind GSpa Valu over three mBes n Kempton. the the way he ran 
thanandanearterattemptoverthmamltaiauggESfetiDdftrstripahoiAIbelde- 
aL BayarlaDraan has oome good In mnsmal races at Heftam in meant aeeks 
and tort without a chenoe oftaWng a successful step up In grade at me wetfas. 
He saw out both races wan over that stiff track. Bafe c tfc m: BEATSON 


Z30 


WRA6GE & CO HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS B) £15000 added 3m If 


U401-14 mtKHBBE GALEN) (QBn (B NqM J EHfcid 10 11 19 -N 


24-1223 6UEM0rpM(DsnnkiVM)9K8afey8118 



1333TO RABDOW CAMtE ( 1 ) tkritag’ H orM P Nchals 9 ID 0 . 

-SiadMid- 

NWwin*IWrl£kt7hiehanilciip*JgtBaW«)wCaHteBsflBL 
BETtHG: A* ttmot, IMYWnhN «■ 

1BB5: YtnteHia Gde 9 10 0 A P McCoy ID-1 U 0«tw8 6 on 
raw GUIDE 

Yoftabka Baka made a winning raappearanoafenha thW auocesova season 
and coukj not have (mpresoed more whh his defeat of Betty* Boy war the couaa 
and distance 17 days ago. Ae In the pest, however, trie nest run was nmrfiene 
near as good, aithough In flrtahkig or^y fcuith behind Wand Chief at WStherty 
on Sauffly he had A pretty hart teak trying to gw lumps of weight ea rxsxL 
Yorkshire Gale has bounced back before, and in a virtual mash coirid easily do 
so agaku but BLBHOT b preferred. Until itris season (Berm had lookad a non- 
staler. Rotdma out tfris t«(m he won over two and a hatf mfles at Hampton, 
but after one mere nm be wns stepped up to this trip at Wtncantpn and kd Coome 
HB until tf )6 second last. Selection: GLEMOT 


-BOM 


000- 351 BAiAMAX (USA) (13) WHOnti D8anddfc5ll5 Sophie WthM^ 

12-1622 HUtAWAY TOE (L :', ! 4 ( 10 ) 0 D SnwadHri U hpe 3 11 2 RDnwoodr 

UM331 0UnmHim[q(D|(JNBMJIMk!9112 NWaaaB 

2-3P111 LOCHMflRABt £11) (DJ{LHBTTdEn) MB MftiaieySU 1 — PMww 

014153 UUni (Z7)(D) (P JMaginlCMDriDCk 8101] IRKreentf 

3IPP3U BBUHB (27) gg [MB Altai Gsrabkr) T Gaoqg 6 ID 8 MAHttgaaM 

1- 2132B BLENGAiWF OH [16) (0) &oM M Hpe B1Q 1 — V 

P52-WP SWaiS DUARIET ^3) CR L C HflrtWfl N TvounOoMBS 6 10 0 _C Uewalyn 


10 56-1321 IHSIBt BLAKE (26) (IK [W D Edwinfc) R las 6 10 0, 

-IDdaWred- 

JIMtwd aafenc 10a. Dw fiaodfcaD M&cSvtot Quo* Sam, MaarfiUe Bv 13b. 
BPTBW: 5-2 lo rh a^ M i, 4-1 O B n Bsa ff Mri, 5-1 SiatgM, 11-3 P a lww li, 6-1 areft 
tM DtjaeMi. in Rmany Me, 13-1 
1995: Better Tines Ahad 9 ID 32 B Hanfrg 10030 (B HchanD 12 wn 
raw GUM 

UDCHNAGRAIN can continue h> new-found enthusiasm since reverting to hur- 
dflng. FoBowtng wins at Market Rasan and Ayr, the eight-year-aid completed hut 
hat-trick In safe a ffeta, barely hairing to be shaken up m cruise past Trap Dancer 
and Trump. Even me tiffc-tangth whining margn does not do trim Justice and 
he Is gring to take al the beating runoff a mark Just 4D N0wr. Tom George 
did so wafl in tha past with the soured Newton Point and has dona the trick agan 
wfthHtaag. ft looted far s moment when be started stowTy at MarKat Rosen 
tat time out that EHiurg was up to hto old tricks, but Ws been plain Baling since 
wtm wry easy wire Mlhmseter and Huntingdon. Selection: U3CHNAGRAIN 


RACING RESULTS 


SANDOWN 
LOO: L HWWlCAhC LAMP (AMagtal 
7-4 tav, 2 . Naaone 9-4; 3. FHendahlp S-l. 
12 ran. Nk. 3. lO Ntcfwteon, TempAa GWt- 
# 0 . Tote: £2.70: £1»0. U30. LX50. DP- 
£ 3 . 00 . CSF: £ 6 . 12 . Tno: tLffl. Nfc Supreme 
Ctmn 

H3S: i. POTTOTS BAY (A MaQM) 2-7 
fev; 2. Triple Witching 3-1. 2 ran. 1. (0 
Mchokon. Temple Guting). Tckac £1.20. Mt 
Radeemyourseit. 

2J.0: 1 . STATELY HOME [A MaftHTO) 9-4 
rt tav; 2 . SMn*n« kAedWne 9^ jl ta: 3- *»G- 
faory Star 7 1 . B ran. 12, IV*. (P Bowen, 
Haverkad wesU- Tot*-. £2.70; £1-40. £im 
DF: £2.90. CSF: £7.23. 

3.40: u YAHMI (J Osborne) 4-1: 2- J*» 
Tanner 1-4 tw 3. Bi*W 2S-1. 6nB -^ 
5. (J 0«. wroudnon). TWa: W.OOj £1-30. 
£1.30. Of: £1-60. CSF: £5.27. 

3 . 11 )- a. INCHCAILLOCH (C Maudat 
Mr. 2. Church law 5-2: 3. FMkwl p«p9- 
2. A ran. I*/- 6 . U ««& Svwvlon). Tote: 
£1.70. DF; £1.60. CSF: CI.58. 

3.40: 1. FAR DAWN 1C MaodB) 5-2: 2- 
Btoddta 6-5 «»■: 3. Barano* 10 - 1 . limn. 
12. nh. iMts A Pemen. 

£3JD: £1.60, £140. £3-00. DP. £3.10. CSF. 
£5.82. Tim £21 60. 
g dme £251.20. 

SpS=£3.lO 

t K £7.05. PM» * fl-91- 


3J0: 1. BARRMD 90VEREMN (A Dob- 
bin) 4-1; 2. rata ltat h aai eW 13-2; 8. 
Wadada B-l. 9 raa. 9-4 ft tav Ptrir Of Jacks 
tOOi). 9, 2. (J Fanahawe, Newmartm). Tote: 
£5.70; £L40. £2.40, £L80. DF: £14.70. 
CSP. £34.01. Trtcasc L156J.7. Trice E28J0. 
NR: Share Dakgu. 

Ptacepot £59.70. Qaadpob £930. 

Place 8; £82.73. Raea 5c £22.40. 


TAUNTON 

Utft 1. yETAOAW (D BricgwaW 11-4; 
2. Lada Forte 5-2 ftw, 3. E tnr llrtiekig 
8-1. 14 MM. lft.4. (Min Gay KbMnW.TMb 
£3-00; £L40. £3-70. £2j 60. DR £520. CSR 
£9-52. Trioc £28-30. 

1.4S: 1. HARRY (DJ BureheD Evens fav; 
2. Steepttte 18-1; 3. Seraoaa Prtaoa 4-1. 
9 ran. 7, B. (D Butchel). Tate: £240: £UD, 
£3110, f 1T Q. DF; £1610. CSF: £37.00. Dice 
£14.90. NR: Tlrijs Ireu 

iao: 1. FRONTIER FUGHT (E Huteand) 
16-1; 2. Brawn nobher 15-1: 3. CrecMag 
Proapect 11-1- 14 ra«- 7-2 Jr fawNonfc Val- 
ley. ‘h, 1. (Mm L SkkM)- Tote: £17.60; 
£&40. £430, £530. DF: £168.70. CSF: 
£233.82. Trtcasc £2,69583. tna £604^0. 
3L50: 3. ROSIER IkftRThcnwrp 7-4 tec 


2 . ra rid y wa y 11-4; a. I n g i — a p ra 6 - 1 . 
S ran. 1. 5. (N Bahtsaga, ). Totec £3.50: 


£2.00. £130, £3-50- D ft £4.00. CSP 
£7-17. TWcast £ 2 1 53 . 


330: L CAU BD RnDI 0 Uwan^l54 


FAKENHAM 

Z Ooaaaie Star r»-l; 

ID ran, 5-2 fav Lucy Tufty 8 . L ® 

aw We). Totre 5®^ 

£4j0 Of 1 £730 80- CSF: £101-36. Tncasc 
a^S.Tr3?£17a20 ; £175.760^ 
IDraaO to OieW^Vvim 3.40 today. 

uotiLE rcrcu i R 

Z Desert Meuntata 1 

114. A ran. I. SL 

Mae 0.00; P-10, £1 so, £3-30. DF; faBO- 

CSF: £6.77. Tna: »»■ umtr <t AMC- 
ZS& X DONT TtU.THEWffEOAM^ 

army) 7* 2, 

BNMI81 7rwv Cunt! 

ant m 5- rC 

Tate: £3.10; £L40. £2-»- to ' 0a C5f ‘ 

“i St 3. THE IMt&Ol 

Mr. Z Or Rocket J3-1: 3* w, “ p “, 
ran. 2-;,, 2, «D Cbw%®2! , H4i^E 
090; P.40, C-40. 

OOM. Incase z 

m l JASHJU tc 

fnamaHMBi21itT.lv: a « 

8 ran. M g ta Sat** **/ "J 3 J 4 %g 

aaiissffiw 

Mutites Raait. 


tav; 2. Cool Character 12-1:3. 

14- 1. 8 ran. Z 2*. IP HadgaiL TMjeBZgg 
£1^0. £2-10, £20a Df: £1600. CSF: 
£2138. TrtCBK: £32835. 

3^0; 1 . OUT RANKING (R Hughes) 4-5 

Hssssstss&. 

Ptace K £61. S3- Piece 8 ; £40.76. 


feegl GLASGOW PADDOCKS SELLING HURDLE 
(CLASS 6) £^450 added 2m 110yds 


[2251 


CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS’ NOVICE HCAP HURDLE 
(CLASS £) £2JSEO added 2m UDyds 


HYPERION 

12 JB 5 hm At Th« Tbp 1235 Song For Jess 110 Borudo 
Not lb 145 Cumbrian Chaflengs 220 Canary Falcon 
SL 55 Zaredar (nb) 3 J 0 Rachel Loii» 


GOING: Good to fltm (good In places). 

■ Lefirbend. peapMiaped coone. 

■ Course Is ease of town off the A6S8 (M18 Jcta 3*4). Bus Hnlc from 
Doncaater Cemral siatlmv 8JHCI8SIOK OuI>£I4; Grandstand £8; Pam- 
fly Enclosure S3 (under- 1 Bi fn* nH endonure*)- CAR FAMt Free- 


1 

BBSGBTS OKRA Srit M&M 4 11 7 

TIM 

3 

0 IHBURR(27)jNMsn4117 

Btatlte® 

5 

T0UIAWIAIIYJVIA«Hn4112 

— MrRThnteoaJS) 










10 

11 

® SH*«0CR4(^i*SNI*>caul^3102 

F524P0 SONQ FORJBS fB2) FJodSlS 102 

EHteteadR) 

SWjrato 


522211 CANARY FAUX* (23) (D)RCrstfe«i 5 12 0 NWDn kvm W 

3-F3 OUT CM APRCIftSE (15) N Water 4 11 13 DAnepaR 

4423 BUTMRJtHMCN) MrsSSfritfiBllS RR Ur a uu g) 

Q205-0P PAST MASIBI (USA) (41] S GcHnp B 11 7 KGaMa 

353-233 TmAYTf «CH (41) J Gride 4 11 3 — 0 Lee 

0F«K3 DOWD TOC IW« 8 ID 5 D Peter 


24POPO RASAZfflp)JWakwnga63D0. 

-7i 


Mhtaun weigfic JEW. J)ue hamtap wSRp Bagnaj 9a 9b 
BEtTBIG: 80 MUM Raad, 7-2 Ceirey Faieon, 4-1 Oat Oa A Praaba, 6-1 Past 
r, Ttateo, 7-1 Tte^VaHeb, 34-1 htfaeze 


- 11 da dared - 

BDIM 8 : 6-1 (MBwy, MBceg For Jrea, UMpN Conapmr, 7-1 BoM Top, IM- 
■Ha irafe BHaMa Opmo. Staaoon. 124. i 


lo ce l DONCASTER SPONSORSHIP H*CAP CHASE 
l^- 00 ! (CLASS C) £6^00 added 2m UOyds 

1 llAf-in TW HARVEST (13) CD) 1 sowing ID 11 10 — 


BUNKBBEDinxeTTncB: ^"r*^ grr* V ° "~it (-* 

Z 20 V 

WINNEHS IN LAST 8 KVKN DATS: None. 

LONG DISTANCE W7NNBSS; EUte Governor (1.10) A Rme Sp4rtt 
IZ30) acre 288 agra fay > Lampard from Klngdhrlrige, Devon. 


12-05 


SAUCY KIT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3D00 added 2m Af 


RED RUM NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5£00 
added 3m 

1 120(22-1 BBMX MOTTO (22^ JD) OSbawxd 7116. 

2 U-23 BilE GmBBKJR (43) N terpM 7 310. 

3 P03-C36 NBTTOMPglDE (13) M H ta g gi 6 110- 

4 BO SMOWIXW IIT (8) P Wetter 5 ID 9 ERnetateiP) 


041PU 


(NZ)(»{D)KBaRv6U2(Ee4. 


P-3P334 NBMUU.PIWCE mm A Saafttr 8 ID 32- 
082-21 EASIHBtWGCOTJ WO BamS 100 — 


-CODnywB 
T&ry V 



ieanwn IQs. Tree bnrxtop Easiem 

BDIIte: 84 The Kwvett, 7-4 Zaredar, Eratem Hagto. 1U NaWhM Prince 


V2M23 IB HT I law ■ (ll]|iajinili.T 117 
212 BBI ATTIC TOP 0DMDI J M)iBn4115— 


jCODaye 
Why 


BETDM 8 14 Beads Nat To, 8-1 BH> BoMnor, 8-1 Bay To MnyaSa, 33-1 Sew- 
don Uy 


45 M1CSJWBW(li6taVVriMl41Da. 
OP 00U8M. at B tahral 5 to 12- 


56PP BUITBWGE (11) TKeddl 81012- 


UF3 HB8ttSP0l(rpQU«V)Maede61Q12- 


06/532-0 TWS»BQOO mm PBaunora BSD 12 
1 (17) ) crStea 5 ID 7 


00 TDSHBA HOUSE (47) B Stton 5 ID 7 
-Sdsdarad- 
BEnnkk B-4 Hartmt Lodge, 4-1 Ira At Tha Teg, 



IVULRORY’S CLOWN UNKVBD WCAP CHASE 
1 (CLASS B) £6J5Q0 added 2m 3f UOyds 

flMUV- OHSSU.SPHT (B15) mi take 9117- 
2115-12 C4UlBWBWp3)mOStonaed7U5-. 




m£502 COWnHWCHMIOiaEWTfaraity71D7- 
2U12BY- at mini (817) S Gdkes 8 10 7. 


12-1 Cypreia Amkbk, Dongal, GettaeUga, 19-1 oeure 


-4dadead- 

Mafenum wa(gic lOst Th, The handtep aetfiR Cmbrian Cbalaree 10* fib h Thah 

10a. 

BemttMOCna Bay,lMCratoiCte*ee% 6-1 Cryrtal Spat. 6-1 MTmto 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
0 
10 
11 


DONCASTER STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT (CLASS 
H) £1^50 added mares 2m 110yds 

AADMMPKM6v4114___ MrPSaXt 

CHAPPBUTEBSBrby4 11 4 _Jt6an»y 


COUNTRY 0RCW> (37) Ms U neveley 5 u r 
DB«M8 FUMS J Pfctove 6 11 4. 


5 n N £5 PB6rfU9WlamaaaU114- 


83 HORST K3BI (37) F kteug)4 114 

PB88UVE UBHT A Snnflh 8 11 4 

3 RACHEL UXaSE (30) T fcOdy 4 11 A 

0- RTOA«BEJOritl.(2933«sSl»Vrer!^ Ii4_ 

0 SANTA BMaUWA 0iJl C Gem 5 11 4 . 


-JIDteMe 


-piwwym 


S20- TIIIDIIflADf (lB7)OBranan5 J1A 
-Udadeed- 


irn 


80IWK 84 Country drcMd, 4-1 TtWow Lmtf, M OktappaZ RacM tcoiic, 7-1 
Artnra, 84L Kant Hyw; 181 Hhara 




27 




f 



11-55 


LADBROKE ALL-WEATHER HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) (DIV I) £3,700 added 1m 


HYPERION 

UL25 Charity Chappy li-55 Ertlon 1^25 Ba- 
sood U00 ZahM 1-35 KIctJen Lad 2J0 Kalar 
2.45 SkfoevThe Kidney 3-15 Hatta SunsWne 


GOING: Standard. , 

8TAJX& Bf and Jm - oasMe, ranalnte^ ^ tadta 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Lp« namb«8 BW BTft Of. 

K ADMISSION: Mcmben.513, 
PAH& Oub £3; remainder foec- 


200130 T8SME0FUE5B(CD)MJ3ingnt39.1S IMteMKaaeiB 

360-006 JUO(B8CHDtMtimKMolkJBfe3913 HTubbuttS 

0US64 EHTlflN p6) (CD) C Britain B9 11 HRobetsl 


I APPLE A DAY APPRENTICE LIMITED 
STAKES (CLASS F) £3^50 added lm 2f 

2S1DM CANCANCHAMJE(aqitaOB810 FMPdkS 


uoo 


n iTT I KERSTEN PROMOTIONS HANDICAP 
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sport 


Hall set 
for return 
to Wigan 
squad 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADRELD 


Martin Hall, the Welsh in- 
ternational hooker who thought 
his Wigan career was over, is 
hack in the squad for the Box- 
ing Day and New Year’s Day 
games against St Helens. 

Hall has a three-year contract 
with the Australian Rugby 
League, which starts next sea- 
son, but as he is still in England 
Graeme Wsst, the Wigan coach, 
has invited him back. 

“He is still registered with 


Wigan and he was training on 
' ' if he 


his own, so I asked him 

would like to come down. 
West said. 

HalL who is still wailing for 
the ARL to assign him a club, 
could now solve Wigan's prob- 
lems at hooker for the games 
against Saints. Mick Cassidy, the 
player earmarked as Hall’s re- 
placement in the role, is recov- 
ering from a knee operation and 
Wigan have no other experi- 
enced hooker. 

Andy Farrell, the Wigan and 
Great Britain captain, has been 
forced to abandon a week’s 
commando course in Devon in 
order Co see a specialist about 
the hip injury that troubled 
him during the latter stages of 
the Lions’ tour of New Zealand. 

Leeds have continued their 
rebuilding by signing the for- 
ward Jamie Mathiou from the 
North Queensland Cowboys. 

The capture of Mathiou, 6ft 
lin and 16st, came 24 hours af- 
ter the arrival of the Sheffield 
trio of Ryan Sheridan, Dean 
Lawford and Andrew Farrell. 

Mathiou. a former Australian 
schoolboy international, will % 
in next week and make his de- 
but against Halifax on Boxing 
Day. 

Gary Hetherington, the 
Leeds chief executive, said: 
“Jamie will prove a big asset to 
our squad and he is further 
proof of our intention to be 
competing on equal terms with 
our competitors in Super 
League next year.” 


lAAFto 
treble its 
money 




Frimo Nebiolo, president of 
the International Amateur Ath- 
letic Federation, will today an- 
nounce that a total of SlOm 
(£6t2m) in prize-money will be 
available to athletes next year, 
treble the total last season. 

AtwcKiaylAAFcounrilmeet- 
ing in Monaco decided Lhai prize 
money for the grand prix final in 

Fukuoka, Japan, will remain at 
$3,388,000 (£2400,000) whBe 
money is awarded for the first 
time at the world outdoor and in- 
door championships in Athens 
and Paris. World records in 
Athens wfl] earn a prize of 
$100,000 (£62,0001. 

The IAAFs commitment 
comes ai a time when the feder- 
ation has still to find a spoosor for 
its grand prix diaiiL After sever- 
ing its ties with MbbQ last year the 
IAAF paid $2m (£l-25m) of its 
own money this year to help sup- 

— the rircuit and will pays sim- 

amoum next season. The 


federation has apparently been 
given only $8m by the In tern a - 

ita Olympic ticket 
ling over SThn for 


Honal Olympic Committee from 
Atlanta Olympic ticket revenues 
totalling over S72m for athletics. 

The 1998 grand prix final has 
been awarded to Moscow and 
Maebishi, Japan, hosts the 1999 
world indoor championships. 

The decathlete Eduard 
Hamalainen will be allowed 
compete for Finland next year. 
Hamalainen won a silver medal 
for Belarus at the 1993 and 
1993 -world championships. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

’.30 untea stand 

EUROPEAN UNDOt-H CHAMPIONSHIP 
GROUP SEVEN 
Wales vTttfkay. 


(at El^gjane Ones Partg Cbriw Vbfe) 
NATIONWIDE roonua LEAGUE 
SECOND OMStoN 

Preston V Bteckpool (7.45) - 


UNBONO LEAGUE Fkrt 0Mato« Orem He* 
wood v Radctflb Botoufih. 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IAE- 
LAND Premier DMsIor Dundrikv Home Ram 
Everton (7.45). 

Rugby Union 

7 J30 unites Atatatf 

UNDEH-21 INTERNATIONAL Scotland V 
nay (2.0 ) (9C imcriekfj). 

TOUR MATCH: Eftgand A u Queensland fat 
GatariMd)- 

ANGUMMZSH CUP Pod IS: llMI vSate 

(7-15). 

CUS MATCHES: Bedford v LfitcestBC Berry 
HR vijdney (7X57: Often vBrtsmt Northamp- 
ton v Icu^toroujh Students Jed-Fcresi v 
Gala; KteovM c lmw; Paetnes vHateck; Gtes- 


g Soudiem v HBtwWJordBrhlft; Ho** off 


v NrkcaWy; SeUrk v AtnMdk. 

BnkstfwH 

7 -UP TROPHY: Cncstar Jen V Sttefteu 

Sharks {8.0). 

Othor sports 

BAMIWTON; Friends PraMderff Grand Sten 
(NiMwn, Laneestera). 
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sport 


Bury fashion own line in 



Guy Hodgson on a 

Second Division 
club who are 
proving the benefit 
of positive thinking 


I f you wanted to explore foot- 
ball’s “if onlys” by travelling 
along one road you could do 
worse than take the A56. Old 
Trafford, home of the richest 
dub in the world fself-pro- 
cinimed). lies just off the 
Chester road, 12 miles north 
there is Gigg Lane, and, as they 
sav locally, there is unfashion- 
able and there is Buiy. 

A hundred years ago there 
was a similar power divide ex- 
cept then the more northerly 
club were in the ascendant. 
Bury were about to win the FA 
Cup" twice in four seasons - with 
an aggregate score of 10-0 no 
less - while Newton Heath, 
now known as Manchester Unit- 
ed. were heading for bankrupt- 
cy. Destiny is not always mapped 
out by a good start to life. 

Which makes the bright 
times appreciated all the more 
and you have to go back a long 
way since things have looked so 
promising at Bury. Newly pro- 
moted. they are third in the Sec- 
ond Division, one point off the 
Jead with a game in hand, and 
could go top of the table to- 
morrow with a victory at 
Gillingham. They may have 
been overtaken, and some, by 
Manchester United but they are 
at least thriving in a league of 
iheir own. 

“Our ambition this year is to 
stay in the Second Division." 
Stan TcmenU their manager, 
said, “and at the moment we’re 
ahead of schedule. The sooner 
we get to 50 points and ensure 
our. survival the better, then we 
can all relax a bit.” 

Tement is the sort of manager 
who never gets a mention when 
it comes to the game of nam- 
ing successors for high profile 
jobs, yet he has performed mi- 
nor wonders on a budget that 
even clubs in Buiv’s division 
( Bristol City, Watford, Preston 
and Millwall come to mind) 
would find derisory. Before 
that, he had success at Bradford. 
Hull and, as assistant manager, 
to Steve Coppell at Oystal 
Palace. 

Bury's financial position, 
which would be virtually un- 
tenable without the help of 
their London-based benefactor. 



High ground: Stan Ternent's Bury side are on the crest of a wave with top spot In the Second Division beckoning 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Hugh Eaves, is allied to geog- 
raphy. Potential supportere are 
within an hour’s drive of five 
Premiership dubs and given the 
choice of watching the Yeboahs 
and Fowlers of tliis world rather 
than Wycombe or Gillingham 
they have voted with their feet. 
A 4,000 crowd at Gigg Lane is 
reason for satisfaction. 5,000 a 


^Sayers, too, find the magnetic 
draw of bigger clubs irresistible 
as the workplace of Gary and 
Phil Neville, whose parents are 
employed by Bury, testifies. Yet 
while many clubs in what estate 
agents call the M62 corridor re- 
sent the Premiership's increas- 
ing pulling power. Bury stress 
the positive. They are riot sup- 
ping with the devil but have 


made an accommodation with 
him and Manchester United's 
reserve team use Gigg Lane as 
their home. 

“United don’t come into the 
equation," Tement said. “Their 
fans are all season ticket hold- 
ers and you couldn't get a tick- 
et for Old Trafford if you tried. 
Liverpool and Blackburn are 

simil ar. And there’s the flip side. 
Not every player can get into the 
first team at the bigger clubs and 
we're in an ideal position to 
monitor that.” 

What about Bury as a po- 
tential junior side for Man- 
chester United? “I wouldn't 
mind some of their juniors,” 
Teroem replied quick as a flash, 
before adding: “The bigger 
dubs are going to get even big- 


ger and it’s feasible that Bury 
mi g ht become a nursery club. 
But it’s some way down the road 
and there’s a lot of competition 
round here. Stockport County, 
Rochdale or any number of 
clubs might fancy the idea 
themselves. 

“There would also be a re- 
luctance to lose the dub’s iden- 
tity. Great players like Colin 
Bell and Neville Southall began 
their careers at Bury and we’ve 
got a good crop of youngsters 
coming through. 1 wouldn’t 
mind being here in two or three 
years’ time to see how theyVe 
developed," 

The fate of Mick Walsh, who 
brought expectation and Ter- 
nent to Gigg Lane and was lat- 
er dismissed, illustrates the 


chance element in football man- 
agement that makes even pro-, 
jections into the near future 
risky. Then there is the stress 
that laid Coppell low at Man- 
chester City and afflicts every- 
one running a football team. 

“He's a dose friend, Steve," 
Tement said of Coppell, “and 
1 was absolutely amazed when 
he left Maine Road. He's a very 
good football manager and an 
honest lad who is mentally ex- 
tremely tough, so there'll be a 
good reason behind his decision. . 
But if it’s down to the hassle of 
management I can well under- 
stand why. • • 

■“Stressispart of the territo- 
ry. you 1 edtn to deal with it and 
it only becomes a problem 
when it affects your family. But 


I'm the last person to notice 
when things start getting to 
me. Sam Ellis [his assistant 
manager] will say to me 'Look 
gaffer, I think you need a cou- 
ple of days off. I've not spoken 
to Steve yet but he’ll tell me 
what the problem was." 

The problem for Tement is 
the anticipation that is growing 
in Bury. “Everything is rosy in 
the garden at the momentbut 
the test will come when we lose 
three or four on the trot So far 
we have the knack of winning 
straight after a defeat but a blip 
will come and we have to see 
hcHfwe wSUfeal with it Know- 
ing Bury it'll be welL We’re a 
family dub. we’re all in it to- 
gether and if there's a problem 
we all have a say.” 


United Arab 
Emirates 


The Asian Cup matches be- 
alitically sensi- 


tweeasuch politi — , 
tive opponents as Iran and 
Iraq, and Saudi Arabia and 
Iraq, have - so for - P 3 ®™ 

off peacefully both on and off 

the pitch. The biggest fuss at 
the tournament ■ this week 
has, it seems, been caused 
by... helicopters. 

Kuwait complained that 
helicopters hovering over the 
Zayed stadium m Abu Dhabi 
had distracted their playere 
during their 5-2 defeat to the 
host nation, the United Arab 
Entities, The Kuwaitis 
squandered a first-half two- 



around the world 


attobroadast 
their matches live. Tbechan- 
nel Sport 7, was scrapped last 
weekend amid mounting 
debts and poor ratings ' 


goaHead to lose the match. 

“I. have directed the high- 
er Organising Committee 
that there shall not be any fur- 
ther; helicopter flights di- 
reedy over the. stadium 
during matches,” Peter VeUa- 
pa a n , the secretary general of 
the Asian Football Confed- 
eration said. 

Despite their airborne dis- 
tractions, Kuwait managed to 
qualify for the quarter-finals, 
where they will face Japan on 
Sunday. That is a fortunate 
turn of events, for ff they had . 

had to face Iraq, their Gulf 
War invaders, they would 
have withdrawn from the 
tournament. Iraq, who have 
done better than expected at 
the tournament, nice the 
hosts, the UAE, instead. 


Bulgaria 


All is not weB within the; Bul- 
garian national tpSmjTyhere 
internal strife seemx/rife. 
One of thefrlea^s^st^kera, 
Lyuboslav Fena£-h& deman- 
ded the tes^nktuitt. & top 
football offiaafeahd hassaid 
he will boycott tomorrow's 
World Cop qualifier against 
Cyprus. 

“I wfll always play for Bul- 
garia, but not while this man- 
agement is in power." Penev 
said on Bulgarian television 
when he appeared with fellow 
player Hosto Stoichkov oh 
Monday. Penev had been 
dropped for making offensive 
comments during a television 
interview after Euro 96, and 
was not recalled until this 
weekend's game. 

Penev .said 'that the Bul- 
garian football union, UBF, 
had not told him he had 
been dropped from the na- 
tional side, leaving him to 
hear about it from the media. 
The UBF will hold a special 
meeting on 20 Decanter, af- 
ter accusations by some clubs 
■ ■ of mismanagement. 


Netherlands 


Some of the most powerful 
and profitable Dutch clubs 


are considering setting up a 
rdrng 


new super league, aocoi 
to reports yesterday in the 
Netherlands. A meeting of 
top dub chairmen is planned 
for tomorrow in Eindhoven, 
where the formation of a 
smaller top division will ap- 
parently be discussed. 

The current Honor Dbision, 
the top league, has IS dubs. 


nave W 
iskm I 
. and 

i thic 1 


Italy 


Give it a 


light kick and 


it will 


run and run. 



-No oiIu*r wateh in the game has stamina like the Citizen Eco-Drivc. Powered by light, just a 
f«*w minutr* i> t-nougli to mak«» it run and run. \ few hours keeps it going For up to six 
months. So you'll never need to change the battery. A performance you’d expect from Citizen, 
•he first to bring Ihc world this technology. Prices? from' £79.30. Alarm chronograph model 
illustrated £10!). !i war guarantee. Fora brochure and vour nearest stockist, cal? 01753 897210. 


•CITIZEN Eco-Drive 


said that the meeting was “a 
brain-storming session” and 
claimed not to know what was 
on the agenda. 

Ajax , Feyeooord and PSV 
would obviously be part of 
any new league - and there 
have been rumours that top 
Belgian chibs like Ander- 
lecfat might be involved. 

The meeting comes at a 
time when the administration 
of football in the Nether- 
lands is in crisis following the 
resignation of the board of di- 
rectors of the Dutch Football 
Association over a foiled tele- 
virion sports Channel. Ajax 
and Feyenoonf effectively 
scuppered the channel by 


Italian male striptease artists 
revealed plans this week to 
form a “national" team to 
raise money for charity. The 
self-styled Italian national 
striptease soccer federation 
said they would train twice a 
week and play together every 
two weeks. 

A spokesman said they 
would play in white and blu4l 
shirts rather than their usu- 
al working attire. “No loin- 
cloths, we prefer a classical 
unif orm," the captain and 
federation president, “Nico- 
las", said. “After aU, we are 
professional strip artists, not 
gigolos." They will be 
coached by the former Roma 
defender Enzo Romano, who 
now runs a gym. 


Rupert Metcalf 


League extends its deadline 


Non-Loague notebook 


RUPERT METCALF 


GM Vanxhall Conference dubs 
are to be given another three 
months to ensure their grounds 
are up to the required standard 
to gain acceptance to the Foot- 
ball League, which has ex- 
tended the deadline for the 
Conference champions to meet 
its stipulations from New Year's 
Eve until 1 April. 

In the past three seasons the 
Conference winners - Kidder- 
minster Harriets, Macclesfield 
Town and Stevenage Borough 
- have been denied promotion 
because - they failed to improve 
their grounds by 31 December. 
The new April deadline was 
prompted by comments made 


by the judge in the unsuccess- 
ful High Court case brought by 
Stevenage against the League, 
when they protested against 
their exclusion. 

- Chris Hull, a League spokes- 
man, sai± “The High Court 
found in favour of the Football 
League, but we listened to the 
comments made by the judge 
and felt it necessary to revisit the 
rules and amend them accord- 
ingly. The proviso that the as- 
sets of clubs coming into the 
RjotbaU League must outweigh 
their liabilities for them to gain 
acceptance into the League 
wilJ no longer be in place. 

“However, the League will 
still be looking at dobs' fi- 
nances... to make sure they are 
in reasonable health and not in 
receivership." 


The Kidderminster manager, 
Graham Allner, said: “It’s a 
move in the right direction but, 
as time goes on, I think the rule 
will become more irrelevant 
because more and more clubs 
in the Conference will get their 
grounds up to standard as a 
matter of course." 

At the top of the Conference, 
Kidderminster, whose Aggbor- 


Mickey Gynn, who played for 
ryCityii 


ough ground is now fully ade- 
:forf 


quate for the Football League, 
enjoy an 11-point lead after a 
1-0 win at second-placed Mac- 
clesfield on Tbesday. 

In the third round of the FA 
Carlsberg Vase tomorrow* 
Stamford will have plenty of 
Wembley experience on their 
side when they travel to Hinck- 
ley Athletic. The Linco lnshir e 
side can field Dave Bennett and 


Coventry City in their 1987 FA 
Cup final win over Tottenham 
- plus David Speedie, who per- 
formed at the national stadium 
for Scotland against England 
the previous year. 

Speedie, the former Chelse *^ , 
and Coventry striker, plays in 
midfield for the Uhlsport Unit- 
ed Counties League dub, who 
also have two fanner Peter- 
borough men: MDton Graham 
and Trevor Quow. Graham is in 
good form up front, having 
scored a bat-trick in last week- 
end's 3-1 win over Eynesbury. 

Stamford. won the Vase in 
198fiand were numeis-up in 76 
and *84. The biggest Vise crowd 
could be at Fairfax Park, though, 
where Bridgwater entertain 
their Somerset rivals, Taunton. 


Old golden spikes speaks 


Among the quotations which punctuate 
Michael Johnson's account of his life is 


one by a sixth-century Chinese ptuloso- 
n “He who conquers others 


pher. Lao-tzu: ‘ 
is strong: he who conquers himself is 
mighty." 

By that token, the 29-year-old Texan 
who this summer became the first man 
to win Olympic 200 and 400 metres titles 
is, well, mighty strong. No one has beat- 
en him over one lap since 1989, and his 
achievement in lowering his own 200m 
world record to 19J2sec in Atlanta was. 
one of the all-time great Olympic 
performances. 

Johnson is an exceptional athlete, and 
his book - an exhaustive self-scrutiny - 
gives a real insight into what his endeav- 
ours have required. 

Athletic performances are only a part 
of it. Here is a contender for the world 
record in positive thinking, a man whose 
victories have been forged within before 
he steps on to the track. 

There are passing observations of oth- 
ers, and some devastating criticism of that 
other pre-eminent US athlete, Carl Lewis. 
But ail this is a matter of a r unn er's pe- 
ripheral vision as Johnson devotes hims elf 
to the implied challenge of the book’s, ti- 
tle -Slaying The Dragon (Piatkus, £10.99). 

“For each of us," he writes, “that 
dragon is the thing closest to the centre 
of our lives. It is our core, our ambition, 
and our joy. For me, it is the perfect race." 

The key words for Johnson in fash- 
ioning his unmatched career are: consis- 
tency, order, self-discipline. Johnson's 
coach, Gyde Hart, tells the story of how 
he once discovered his charge training in 
a rainstorm when every other athlete had 
taken the day off. “You never know when 



you might have to ran in the rain," 
Johnson replied. 

When he was smdymg^finne math” at 
Baylor University in 1987, and having 
grave difficulty in mastering iu he evalu- 
ated his position and recognised the fact 
that he was better at undemanding bi- 
nomial coefficients at 6am. “Finally,” he 
said, “I did something very difficult fora 
college student. I began going to bed at 
8pm ” The style is the man. 

What gives Johnson’s narrative par- 
ticular force is the fact that he has tri- 
umphed after traumatic experiences in . 
previous Olympic years. In IMS. injmy 
prevented him qualifying, and in 1992 his 
position as dear favourite for the 200 me- 
tres gold was calamitously undermined by 

the effects of food poisoning. 

“1 wondered if I would be one of those 
athletes who is at the top of his sport but 
never wins the biggest event," he writes. 
“Like a talented boxer who blows his onfy 
title shot or a great baseball player who 
never makes it to the World Series" 

In the great tradition of all self-help 
manuals, Johnson ex plains how be turned 
such setback to his advantage in using 
them as a motivational tool But the 


earnestness which this book has in com- 
mon with many another American self- 
help manual is tempered by Utile Sashes 
of wry humour in the narrative. 

7 hope to get married and start a fam- 
ily, although these goals need a different 
kind of planning. . . for instance, this is not 
a goal that wiH work: “Memo to self: fall 
in love, April 1998." 

There are some things in this life that 
even Michael Johnson cannot control. 

The subjects of Richard and Fiona Bai- 
ley'S The Food To Gk/ry iQmDer Press. £25) 
also have things in their life which they 
cannot control in the form of disabilities. 
But this photo-essay, subtitled “Fbnraus 
of Britain's Paralympians”, is a book not 
about disability, but competitiveness. 

“When I hear commentators say it is 
lovely that disabled people can take part 
in sport, and that they do it for fun, I think 
about all the times f get up at Sara, ride 
op a hifi for five miles non-stop and al- 


comments the cyclist Robert Allen. “The 
word fun is not on my-mind. Winning is.” 

Black and white photos of a range of 
sports from athletics to powerlifting give 
graphic evidence that Allen’s philosophy 
is a shared one. 

The Runner’s Handbook (Penguin, 
£9.99), by Bob Glover, is now designat- 
ed as “all new" after updating this year. 
Bat it is packed with down-to-earth ad- 
vice for the ordinary runner, from choos- 
ing a time for exercise or a pair of shoes 
to devising strategies to deal with ag- 
gressive dogs or people encountered en 
route. Humorous and informative - a 
good combination. 


Mike Rowbottom 
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sport 


Home-grown Light Blues leave Innocence behind 



yocence (left) and the winners. Guilt, emerge from under Putney Bridge yesterday In a fast Cambridge University Boat Race trial, which was rowed hi near perfect conditions 

lowing 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


UGH MATHESON 




ambridge University happfly 
idorsed the permissive society 
i allowing “Guilt” to over- 
3iue “Innocence” in yesterday's 
oughty eights trial for the crew 
i take on Oxford in the Boat 
tace. 


Better times than ever before 
were recorded all the way down 
" the course, although nothing 
can stand as an official record 
because the crews were mov- 
ing and a length beyond the 
mark when they started. 

Guilt was stroked, on bow 
side by Roger Pirn, who may 
well hold on to that position 
when the Blue Boat for the 29 


March meeting whh Oxford is 
formed in the new year. But 
much of his success came from 
the able backing oi Christian 
Bnm in the No 7 seat These two 
won the reserves race last year 
along with Alan Watson, who 
was at No 6. One newcomer, at 
five, was Alee Storty, a 24-year- 
old freshman from the British 
Olympic eight in Atlanta. 


Innocence was older and 
more foreign than Guilt. It was 
led by a Canadian, Brad Groro- 
bie, with a Dane, Damien Mal- 
tarp, at seven and the 
American president, Ethan 
Ayer, at No 5, but between 
those imports at six was the find 
of the year, Toby Wallace. He 
is a 22-year-old hockey player 
who has learned to row at 


Cambridge. Although be was in 
the losing crew, his form held 
well throughout and, after rhfe 
display, be will move up the 
bow-side rankings- 
The winning crew (fid look 
the more cohesive, but the most 
significant difference was in 
the coxing of the Wriikh in- 
ternational Suzie EBis, who was 
the inspiration for Guilt in word 


as well as deed, and of Kevin 
Wbyxnan, who, in spile of his 
winning his Blue last year, was 
treated as the innocent abroad 
on the Tideway. Enis forced a 
dash in the second minute card 
was warned through the re- 
mainder of the race. 

She spent the entire course 
boring Whyman off the stream 
and at places, especially along 


Chiswick Eyot, put herself off 
the best of the water to prevent 
him getting a sniff of it. 

The river could hardly have 
given more help to produce the 
fast time, with a high tide run- 
ning in fast and what little 
breeze there was pushing them 


ty oftalent for the first boat 
Oxford is also on a hi gh 


through the coaching of Rene 
Mijnders, the Dutchman who 
took his national eight to 
Olympic gold. Oxford had the 
edge in such comparisons as 
were possible at the Four’s 
Head and in the indoor cham- 
pionships, competed on rowing 
machines. But on this evidence 
the light Blues will have a fast 
and efficient crew for the race. 


Gatting wants Indians wrap up series 
Sooch’s advice 


India 237 & 400-7 dec 
South Africa 177 & 180 
India win by 280 runs 


ticket 


flJES HODGSON 
sorts from Brisbane 


ike Gatting will sit down with 
raham Gooch and discuss the 
oblems involved in combining 


% 


)laying career with being a 
ectoi 


tor after confirming his 
'leresi in joining the England 


icrarchy yesterday, 
foi 


\e 


I* 


The former England cap- 
tin. who has successfully 
cached the A team around 
Australia, has been tipped as a 
tossibk; candidate to join David 
jraveney and Gooch, the l3t- 
er being the favourite to re- 
place Raymond Illingworth as 
chairman on the selection panel 
next season. 

“If I could do the job prop- 
erly 1 would like to be a selec- 
tor,” Gatting said. “I wouldn’t 
want to go into it half-cocked. 
If I could do it properly while 
stiU playing then perhaps, yes, 
but 1‘ra’ not loo sure hew well 
you can do that. 

“I would have to ask Goochie 
how hard be found it. It didn’t 
seem to affect his cricket that 
much. It depends how much time 
you have as I find myself cm a few 
committees back home, and to 
do those properly as well as oth- 
er tilings you could find yourself 
with loo much on your plate.” 

If Gutting joined the selection 
panel he would be in the ideal 


position to have his say re- 
garding a rule he believes could 
hinder the development of the 
teenage batsman Owais Shah. 

Shah, IS, will still be eligible 
to play for England’s under-19 
side next season despite having 
leapfrogged that level into the 
A team and the rules dictate 
international fixtures must take 
precedence over county cricket. 

“Common sense says he 
would learn more from county 
cricket than going back to the 
under- 19s,” Gatting said. “I 
would love him to play for 
Middlesex as soon as be can to 
develop as a player.” 

England A& hopes of contin- 
uing their success on the tour 
were hampered by overnight 
rain and bad light yesterday as 
play was restricted to just 85 
minutes on die third day of tbeir 
match against Queensland at the 
Gabba. Resuming on 154 for 4, 
the home side added 41 runs for 
the loss of Jerry Cassell. 

THW day o/ four; Queensland *an toss 
ENGtAND A- Fhst taring) Z30 (M A Butch- 
er 72; BN Crcerey 6-70). 

QUEENSLAND -RratlM*i» 

(Ommtftt 154 for 4) 

M P Mcc not oat -29 


India wrapped up the third and 
final Jfcst in Kanpur yesterday 
to complete their first series vic- 
tory over South Africa. 

India completed a 280-mn 
victory on the final day of the 
final Test, dismissing South 
Africa for 180 as the tourists 
pursued an improbable target 
of 461 to win. The Indians are 
thus in good heart for their sev- 
en-week tour of South Africa 
which begins on 19 December, 
and features a triangular limit- 
ed-over series with the host 
country and Zimbabwe. 


Any lingering doubts about 
the outcome on the last day van- 
ished when South Africa, re- 
suming on 127 for 5, lost three 
early wickets, including the 
overnight batsmen Brian Mc- 
Millan and Dave Richardson, 
who did not add to their scores. 
The left-arm spinner Sunil 
Joshi,wix) finished with 3 for 66, 
had McMfOau briffiaxjtly caught 
by the substitute Vangipurappu 
T-axman for 18 from the fourth 
ball of the morning, then Java- 


two and Srinath had Paul 
Adams caught by Azbaruddin 
in the slips for one to end the 
inning seven balls after lunch. 

Final day; Inaa mn test 
MDIA-A*Mm237(SRTencUarai. 
W V Raman 57; PRAdwn# 6-55)- 
SOUT)1AmCA-rMlnBlMl77(AKim- 
Dto 4-71, J Smafil 3-42). 


MDU - Smad faata0t 400 for 7 dec M 

TO, R S Drtad 56). 


Azhatuddn l63no, 

SOUTH AFMCA-Sacond loatata 

227*r5) 

B M MclMan c sub (Lauren) b Jastt ~18 

to I Rchsroson Itm D Srtnmti .5 

L Klusener rat out 34 

P L&nwsc and t» Joshl 11 

PS daVlfean b Prasad 3. 


leg before for five. 

SymcoxstruckAml Kum- 
ble for a six over mid-off before 
giving Joshi a return catch af- 
ter making 11. Venkatesh Pra- 
sad bowled Fame deVHlieis for 


P R Adams c Aztwuddbi b Srtnath — . _ 
i (falO 14 


Total (B&l mm). 


-iao 


Fat 1-21 2-26 3-39 4-97 5-109 6-127 7- 
138 8-167 9.179. 

Bowtor Srinath 19.1-6384; Prasad 11-5- 
25-2 Kart* 24-U-27-1; Kapoor 13-8-10- 
0; Joshi 29-9663. 

Umpires: S Vani l a r agi K T Ond) and D R 
Shepherd (Eng). 


TCCB discourages wide boys 


JLCuMflcHeggb Chappie 22 

tW A Stccombo not out 10 

Extra* (b4, nblO) 14 


TMal (for 5, 75 Mn). 


Fall: 1-62. 2-81. 3-130, 4-132. 5-176. 
to bae S A ftamndes. 8 N cnwvey. P W 
Jackson. S A MUter. 

Bowlin*: Headley 9-1-30-0; Chappie 
20-652-1; Eaten 5-2-16-1; Gfcs 9-3-260; 
White 14-431-2; Hontoake 8-5-20-1; Gal- 
ban 10-2-17-0. 

UffOlm: P D Partwand J F Tupey. 


Bowlers who send down a wide 
wiS be penalised by two runs in- 
stead of one next season in do- 
mestic first-class matches. 

The new rule, set at the last 
meeting of the Tfcst and Coun- 
ty Cricket Board, brings the 
penalty in line with no-baBs. “It 
should help our bowlers bow! a 
better fine, 1 ’ the TCCB chief ex- 
ecutive, Tnn Lamb, said. 

Lamb said that the final 
TCCB meeting- it is replaced 
on 1 January by the English 
Grickei Board -was wrapped op 
in just three hours yesterday, al- 
though it was scheduled to run 
for two days. “We have a new 
Board, new opportunities and a 


chance for new structures to be 
put in place to enable the game 
to move forward,” Lamb added. 

Tb that end, the Board has 
tightened up regulations to dis- 
courage spinners from adopting 
the negative tactic of bowling 
into the rough down the leg side. 
The rule change wiH also iuMbil 
seamers from bowling over or 
round the wicket and sending 
down unplayable deliveries on 
the leg side. 

The TCCB also approved 
the introduction of an inner 
fielding aide for Benson and 
Hedges Cup matches to bring 
them in line with one-day in- 
ternationals. The dotted drde 


will allow umpires to ensure 
there are at least two stationary 
fielders 15 yards from the bat 
A new method of calculating 
revised targets in one-day crick- 
et - the Duckworth-Lewis 
method - was accepted in prin- 
ciple and will undergo a tnal in 
one-day internationals on Eng- 
land’s current tour of Zimbab- 
we and New Zealand. Counties 
who are requested to rest an 
England player following, or be- 
fore, a Test match will in future 
receive compensation at the 
rate of £500 per match day. 
Contracts for overseas players 
win in future be restricted to a 
maximum of two years. 


Bateman put 
in ‘all league’ 
Welsh midfield 


Rugby Union 


Allan Bateman will become 
the latest rugby league profes- 
sional welcomed bade by Wales 
when he feces the world cham- 
pions, South Africa, at Cardiff 
Arms Park on Sunday. 

The Richmond centre was 
called up last night as a re- 
placement for Bridgend’s 
Gareth Thomas, who damaged 
his mouth playing when he 
dashed heads with Pontypridd’s 
Steele Lewis during a club 
match last weekend. “Gareth 
has been in some discomfort, 
and the concern is that there 
may be an infection,” Wales’ 
coach, Kevin Bowring. said. 

Bateman’s return, more than 
six years after he won caps 
against Scotland, Ireland and 
Namibia, means Whies field an 
“all league” midfield of 
Jonathan Davies. Bateman and 
Scott Gibbs. 

WhJes have made two en- 
forced changes on the replace- 
ments’ bench, with the Cardiff 
centre Leigh Davies taking over 
from Rwreman and Ridimnn^ 
GaigQumnefl out witha “dead" 
leg. Bowring has elevated 
Nathan Thomas, a 20-year-okl 
Bath back row man, from 
Emerging Whies duties as cover. 
The prop David Young is fit, af- 
ter having stittihes in his dhin fol- 
lowing a training collision wife 
Pontypridd's Dale McIntosh. 


Dalton in $10m 
Whitbread assault 


SalUng 


SRJART ALEXANDER 
reports from Monte Carlo 


A SlOm (£6.1m) assault on next 
year’s 'Whitbread Race was an- 
nounced by Grant Dalton yes- 
terday. The New Zealander who 
won the maxi dass in the last race 
takes over the Tunning of Merit 
Cop, which is hacked by the 
Swiss-based clothes subsidiary of 
American tobacco giant Philip 
Morris, from Pierre Fehbnaim. 

In an accelerated pro- 
gramme, Dalton’s team is bidd- 
ing two boats at Marten Marine 
in his home town of Auckland. 
Despite 17,000 man hours go- 
ing into each boat, Dalton ex- 
pects the build to be completed 
m a remarkably short 17 weeks. 

Both boats will be launched 
at the end of February to be test- 
ed and developed in New 
Zealand and South Pacific wa- 
ters prior to being shipped to 
Europe. One wifl be chosen for 
the race, which starts from 
Southampton next September, 
the other will either be used for 
promotional work or sold. 

There was a multinational 
feelto the challenge which will 
be presented through the Yacht 
Qub de Monaco and was giv- 
en the official seal of approval 
by its president. Prince Albert- 
Dalton will have the navigator 
Mike Quilter and Kevin Shoe- 
bridge alongside bin} again 


from the New Zealand En- 
deavour campaign of 1993/4. 

Italian interests are repre- 
sented by the man named as co- 
skipper, Guido Maisto, skipper 
last time of Brooksfield. and the 
bowman Paolo Bassani. The 
Monegasque sailor Herve Cun- 
ningham has won a place but 
the rest will be Kiwis. 

Dalton, whose fifth Whit- 
bread this will be, admitted he 
had never set foot on a W60 be- 
fore, but expected the develop- 
ment programme to allow him 
to catch up quickly. The Merit 
Cup announcement brought 
the number of mew boats being 
built for the race to 11, said its 
director lan BaOey-WiHmot. “I 
am confident a 12th wiD be start- 
ed in the next two weeks and 1 
expect 14 to 16 to be on the start 
line, perhaps including three of 
the 1993 boats," he said. 

The designer Bruce Farr, 
who is responsible for most of 
the new boats, said the various 
syndicates for winch be is work- 
ing could choose to concentrate 
on different factors such as 
light airs downwind or heavy up- 
wind performance, but the 
boats would look very similar. 

The long-awaited confirma- 
tion that Lawrie Smith is to part 
company with EF, the Swedish 
challenge he skippers, and in- 
stead head up a British chal- 
lenge backed by SDk Cut is now 
expected on Monday after a 
postponement of a week. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Row adds spice 
to Jones fight 

Boxing 

The failure of Paul “Silky” Jones 


to appear yesterday at a news 
nierenc ' “ 


s 


conference to' promote his 
British light-middleweight title 
fight against Ryan Rhodes set 
the opposing camps rowing and 
should add spice to the fight in 
Sheffield on Saturday night. 

Jones, 30, has noL fought since 
surprisingly taking the World 
Boxing Organisation lighl-mid- 
dlcwcight title from the Ameri- 
can Verao Phillips in November 
1995. He was stripped of the ti- 
tle only weeks later after purse 
disputes over a mandatory de- 
fence against Bronco McKart. 
Rhodes, at 20 the youngest 

..if oJim-K twit 


American football 

The London Monarchs will ptoy thefr 
World League matches at Chelsea's 
Stamford Bridge nett season. The 
Monarchs. who have played at Totten- 
ham's White Hart Lane forthe past two 
seasons, have signed a tMO-year con- 
tract Stamfbrt Bnt^ hosted the final 
game of the Monarchs' 1996 season. 

Athletics 


(An) bt ChoongTen Rook and lee Wfen Utah 
(Mala# 7-15, IMS, 17-16. WOMEN: Sin- 
fltaKCtoxvA: LceJooHyun IS to) ttASon- 
(tefgMrd (Den) 11-6. U-3. arose KT Ida 
(Japan) tx C torckup (Sum) 11-9, U-2. ®oup 
C: H Mia* (Japan) tt C Martin (Den) default. 


i D: Gong Zhtchao (China) bt P Runs- 
Mech (Dal) 11-3. 11-6. D oi tea: Creep A: 


0* 


Bev Hartigan has withdrawn through B- 
..... . *ir the firm- 


ness from Britain's team for the l. — 
pean Cross-country ChampionsKps In 
Charleroi. Betgum, on Sunday, She Is 
replaced by Hounslow's HayteyTteBing. 

Badminton 

WORLD CUP QmMytag refirf (Mart* 
tndo): MEN: Sfagtot GfWO * 0 HM (Eng) 
ta F PermacU (WIIM? lS-ift Chen 
Gang(O«0 a tong Chen (MaM35-7, 15-5. 
Group K J tosottn Ondo) bt P-EHcgerlaran 
(Den? 14-17. 15-6, 15-5: tee town An (Chi- 
na) tt J van D$k ffjefli) 15-1 2. 1B3. Ora* 
C: Dong Jung (China} tt S NMten (Den) 
15-10, 15-13: A BudBoauma Undo) tx 0 Pon- 
gatz (Ger) 15-8. 152. O[«yJk0ng B*e 


. 11 - 6.1 

i and Tatw V ocyphu (China) tt 1 

Kim am-jovn* [S Kn) 
152. 15-4. OreepB: Go Fel end GuJun (Chi- 
na) tt H Niteflnrd and ROsen (Dan) 151, 
15-6. MttadDottUaa: &oupA.-Chen50ng- 
; (CNnai bt T Stawi- 
) default. Group 
M Handy and R RJeeu (Indo) bt N Pontine 
and J Goode (Eng) 15-13. 15-7. 

BastotM 

reA: Boston 115 Toronto 113 tod Chariotia 
101 Denver 97; New Jersey 110 Seetde 101 : 

106 Cleveland 95; Maml 64 


PROFESSMMU. PROMOTION (Baptant 
and CaeOa): ID-rd a outhe w area auper- 
Taethnnretettltla M Brown (WaMonh) tt 
M McCraa (Bnxion). of 9th. 6-nl I0fewal- 
tuiaulpd P Lamer (BogiodttDBaa WdBr- 
ahoO, pta. are arere tH—Wt F laroy 
(B) tt B Jores (Bbrr*«bam). ho SIh. 


dong and Peng Mnoww (CM 
EBard and A Jorgensen (uen) i 
BtN Randy and R Rtseu (fndo 


79: CNCUI) 103 Mmnasoa 86; 
ere 79«<SanB 76. 


Log Angatre inters : 

BUDWBSBt LEAGUE: Leicester Rners 66 
Manchester Sara 77. 

P W L P A Pta 


SheRMd —13 10 


Cheater 13 


Hock [M3iay) M J 0B$on (S«) 15-8, 1513; 

Suns Wool 


Pttk Sung Who IS Kod tt M I Hansen (DerO. 
dofettt. DouMea: Groop A: S KMraM andl R 
(.la rata (WIOI tt P fixetsocn and P 6 Jon»- 
defeift Cheoh Soo 
Hock iMalayi tt 

13-15. 159. 1M4. 6= D Kattono and 
Manus Undo) tf Tao XboqBrfiand GeCheng 

(Chow) 115-1, 15-2: A Aniropov and N Zuev 


Timers . 


-13 

—11 

—11 


H e nce a ti a — 9 
Derby-- — J4 
tkareae Valayll 
C Palace — 14 
Wwthtag — 12 


3 1143 975 20 

4 1161 1082 18 
3 1164 1053 18 

5 1061 1016 18 

3 951 822 18 

4 931 875 14 

5 958 926 14 

2 833 793 14 

8 1234 1279 32 

_ 8 1015 1051 8 
3 11 1023 1172 6 

2 10 943 1067 .4 
0 13 1087 1383 0 


FootbaB 

Newcastle’s Alan Sheerer was beaten 
Into second place by Barcelona* Ronal- 
do In World Soccer ma g a z in e's Wforid 
Player of the Mar award, polling 16.56 
per cent of readers' votes. Milan’s 
George weah was third. 

Sheffield Wednesday's fun-back Lee 
Briscoe has been nied out of the Christ- 
mas programme with a recurrence of 
a peMc injury. Wednesday's central de- 
fender Jon Newsome wdl also miss nett 
Wednesday's meeting wtth Manches- 
ter United because of Injury 
Nano BonettJ, who sucoessMy sued the 
then Grimsty manager Brian Laws fol- 
towinga dressing-room row last sem en,. 
Is to try to relaunch his career back in 
his home town of Brescia after falling 
to win a first-team place at Ttanmere. 
The Everton striker Paul Rideout Is hav- 
ing tatewitfi Oldham about joining the 
first Division dub on loan. 

Sievenaff Bonxap's FA Cup tWrd-iound 
tie against Binringiam aw is to be 
' lpcfice advice. 


ASIAN CUP Ctere C (Dttni): Cttna OJann 

1 (Some 9CD; Syria 2 (JoMwdar 48. Dto72) 
lizbetastan 1 {Latxsdsv pen 53). Quaiten- 
flMriKSattbqnUnoBd Aren Emliatt* vtej: 
MMalt v Japan. Maitey: Iren v South Ko- 
tear, Sautt Aiatta » China. 
WHUCSOmrSIAIERESUTteBaraSceb- 
ttth Lreew Planter DMstoc DunfemVlra 

2 Ktenan u Howls 1 AOenfcan 2i Mother- 
•clORaimRMninntDMdac EaaWe 

0 Morton 3; Altele 3 CyMnnk i. «M VAU* 
HULOONFBCNCe Moncsrnoo4 Gtiadnad 

01 UMBONDLEABUEPiaodor DkMorcSsfv 
op AucUand l AccdnffDn 1. CttaBange Cap 
: Bos«n LW 3 H&02. r 




Spennymoor 1. PR MARTENS I 


0; tonnes lie Havre 0: Won 0 Lons 2; tece 
2 Coon 2 (tec Ctien won 5-4 on penattoal; 
fttntts2 Vaience 1; Cannes 1 Nancy Q; Scoo- 
bouig 3 $t-€Mnna 0; Bordeaux 3 CMteau- 
roux 0; Men 2 tenant 0; Toulouse 2 
Uatew-CuTSoaux 3; Toulon 2 LBa 1; Nfmre 
1 GUngamp 0. ASUN CUP Orottt B (DuhaO: 
Iren 3 (Begjwrt 12. Dm 37, AM 48) Saud 
AotmO: mi A (Mejeet) 17. SO. Sate* 23, 
lhatad i (Chaternwi 261 HASSAN TOO- 
PHY f Ta aa ttanre ): Czech Bqmtec 2 (Dru- 
lak 9, Hank 79) Nvna 1 (Opeialu pen 87). 
NAT10NMDC POOTBAU. LEA8UE RstsM 
cn ia re a . 18a 14 Ja«c Hartepod v CardW 
C6wn7 Jan). Dai 21 Jac ChsKBlWO v wa- 
feftf . Urea 11 Fate Cwtsfe v Scartioroufft. 


Hockay 


CHAMPIONS lNOPHy HMadrea) Shut Cay: 
Spain 0 Nfflhertands 4; Pakistan 4 Germany 
Z Stenfed (tttar4 rauida): 1 Nahertsnd* 


lOptsc 2 India 7; 3 PaMasri 7; 4 Germany 

kSsb — - - 


Second roredt Cortw 0 Raunds Z Eveaham 
0 Moor (Seen 3; Safcbujy 3 Newport (loal) 


1; Sittingbowna 0 BaMock2; St Leonard! 
Sterncicn3 Mans 


pteyed at St Andrew's on | 











You're test driving the new Audi A3. Do you: 

,) find a narrcw ravine with a broken bridge, slam into second and leap the gap .hooting -Garonimo? 

b| roar past a wail of fire at tha side of the road to an eighties soundtrack? 

d just go for a drive? 

If vour anawer ;= fc) pleaw rail 03*5 899777 for more information. 


^SHSfGDDD 


■ Ma^B 2. NORTH WEST COtM- 

1 -HES LEAGUE FtoteTnaply a a n md round: 
Preacoc Cables l CStiieree (r. Roase n da le 2 
Atherton CoOwies 3. JEWSON EASTERN 
LEA8UE Premtor DMMob Soham 3 VMWdl 
4. SCREWHX DIRECT LEAGUE Prareiar M- 
vtofac Cahe 0 Taw*n 2 AVON MSUtANCE 
COMBWanONFMDMMiaeChartBnlClys- 
tw tote 1' Rvtsnioutf) 2 pateh 1- Ttttmftam 

2 Suanaaa 0; West Ham 3 Boumamouh 2; 
Wimttedon 1 BrtSaon 1. PontmS LEABUE 
P re m l arW i Ai l u ii . 6ote3Tianmaw3.Hret 
DIvWan: Cowrary 0 Ldcestn'2; HuddorsSeU 
Ohnddtereuei&WesiBrDmwIchOBtack- 
pott a Sated DMtton: Btanlqp 2 Staten 
2; Ht8 Cay 1 Yorti 0; fMharham 2 Mantes- 
BrOy 1 VMpoaiC Sw*pdn vCaible. Third 
dMmr Cheesar 1 Uneohi 2; Wflgwi 3 Scar- 
bortxiWi 0. FA YOUTH CUP ff a c oad wnL 
T>anmere2(9knst]yC;Mand)esterC8y2VM- 
stt 2; Leyion Ortent i Bnotoi CMy 2; Sourhemp- 
ton 1 Tocanham 3; EnkU 1 Gsvcsend 4 
NnnMaet 3. Saocmd-rottad rep la y a- Swfrv 
don 0 Toraum 2; Shated ud4Bote 5. 
LEACUE OP WALES CThnrt Laa>ir fip awr 
ond wund a a con dlagiC B am oi fon2WBlgh- 
pod2(W66kCtetefaniiiionM'SnU,' 
Ww Cabie-Tei 3 Carmarthen 0 fflSC 3-ti; Ton 
FtereS tow fttiy l 

aowVsievBany.SMWNOffS»Hl£Aaue 
Hot n*Mw ewrick i Btenena 2: ftsttey 
OBeAdere 3. PRESS A JOURNAL HWWAND 
LEA»JEt Humfy 1 Pa m h e a d 0, DAIMN 
LEAGUE: Usnese 1 (Cappbli 54) Juwntus 4 
(Botec 23, Del Ptaro pane 37,44, Oeschanvs 
70). HiSiCH LEAGUE CUP Seeood ramd: 
Moneeo 3 Trajes3 (as. Monaco non 42 on 
permUas); Morepetter 2 Bastta 2 IM. Monc- 
paKervon 42 on pmaMes^te Mans 2 Epinai 


CaBnMorqpmeriewasanabsenseyss- 
terday from a lunch called to mark his 
record-breaking season. As the Emo- 
pean tour^ Johrvtie WaSter GottSr afthe 
sward was presented to his man- 
a ter. Montcxnerte was In C^fomla ex- 
peri mentmg with new technology, 
COOLUM CUMD (Oretev Ana): Iteg 


OQftt 

load, P Chapmen; S* B 


. D Bansdon. P 
M Harwood. 
. _ 70 C Jonas. 

D Ecoti, i Cooper, M Oajton, PrZWa - , S ftaUrv 

*0(1 CWarren, 6 Ewrw (G«, N Kany, R Ban. 
R Saanaon; 71 G Dodd. T EMoo. A Pafcitar, 
E Boult (MB. G Chanters. J woocSand, L 
waste, M totes, 


6; 5 Spain 2; 6 Auemsa 1. 

Ice hockey 

NHU Hartford 5 Honda 2: BufHo 3 Montre- 
al 2 (00; NarYWktdBndam SNearYttk Rama 
3; Dates 5 St Lous 5 (on C ol oiado 6 Van- 
ccurer 1 nashunSi 7 Anahom 3 San Jose 3 
WtoNngte2. 

PltEAUBt LEAGUE: GuiiiNort] Flames 12 Pe- 
tBftiOrtJUtfl PlTBOM 3. 

itatiyintf 

CoHn McRae. Kenneth Eriksson and 
PteoUatljhaveaflbeenretBinedtySub- 
amfcrnettyeo'sVifcrldCharnpionship- 
The Wo were kept on altenwnning the 
manufacturers" championship for the 
Japanese team for the second con- 
secutive yeac 

Rogby Union 

Nk* Italste the Hariequfos scnan-haH 


ENtajUH* A (v Qooonsiand, CafnaT na rt , to- 
itefcjMaMndargalabDLuiwgteleqUns). 
W Greenwood [ Leicester). J Gwens (Bath). 
J Freon (Richmond); R Ltoy (Leicester) , N 
WWsto (Hartaouins); K TMes (Bath). R 
CockerU (Leicestert. D Garfortb (iBceaert. 
C M u rphy (West Hartlepool}. D Stas 
(Giouces mr). W Davidson (HarteqUns), A 
Ohm (Seraoers, eape, RNMISarecen^. 
Ratt ne omaatsi P M msah (Hartequtna), U 
Parry (Bath). A I fam oy (Lcteeswr). B French 
(Bam). W Green (Wasps). S OJcnwh (Bath). 


ALPWE WORLD CUP AM AhaR Woreata 

(Gar) ; 


AapewCi 1 H Gere (Gar) 1mm 7.61aee; 2 
K sponger (Ger) iOB^O: 3 I Kostner (W 
1.-0638. OvaraB stwmSata (after saw 
cacao): lSettogsr494pta;2PWI)s(E 382; 
3 6ere376. Nations Cw atandtes: 1 Aus- 
tro Z078pts; 2 Germany L396: 3 Switrer- 
tand 1,006. 


takes over from The injured Mart Daw- 
d A team to 


Snooker 

GOMAN OPBf (Oanabrtkfo: Qaartor-rtnat 
A Robtdoux (Can) tit 0 Hamid (Engi 5-4. 

feiwit 

Germany's Michael SSch win Si the « 


play 


son in the England 
Queensland at Gateshead 
Waishe went on as a replacement In 
Engand As 22-17 vtctnry against Ar- 
gentina on Wednesday when Dawson 
suffered a bad knee injury. 


S in the eight-man field for next 
"s Colonial Classic 


tennis tour- 
namentat Kooyong. Austrafia. such re- 
places Richard Krajicek, of the 
Netherlands, who is out of action after 
undergoing knee surgery. 


SNOW REPORT - in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 
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The record i- 
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SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and wsather reports 
from 180+ resorts in Europe 
and North America. 

Phone or fax: 


0891 333110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a -glance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts 
wortdwtde: 

0897 500 601 


SKIFAX 


Where to find the 
best snow -by tec. 

Call SKIFAX - the ski tacts: 

0897 300 301 


SKICODcS 
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^Best corettiens at afittide 

95% 

12.12 

50 

ISO sraMUoud II 

Pal 

-Fresh. *y new stow 

100% 

11-12 

60 

90 

Snmftkua 

AUSTRIA 







Oswald 

-Diy powdery pw 

50% 

3.12 

100 

130 

Pert cloudy 

Sofctaa 

-Higher elopes in eondoon 

/b% 

2.12 

20 

1/0 

Variable 

St Anton 

_E«etent wry season 

40% 

2.12 

7b 

220 

Ooudy 

CANADA 







Big White 

.■POwdetfriMchlitt Boomed 

80% 

12.12 

95 

170 

Part dowdy 

TrtsfoUnt 

.Granular snow, good base 

bl)% 

6.12 

80 

125 

Snow 

FRANCE 







WOBtsanAvre 

-Fresh and poudey 

30% 

12-12 

100 

250 Snowslwn ][ 

VAKTlsAra — 

..Dry, fanny pactea snow 

30% 

2 19 

105 

250 

Pari cloudy 

VaWre ^Bea at atttude 

10% 

2^2 

(SO 

160 

Unsettled 

ITALY 







Ate .. . . 

-Good a al imfls 

70% 

212 

30 

200 

Overcast 

Bonnie 

..Good cow on Bp slopes 

45% 

2.12 

20 

130 

Unsettled 

SMWire 

..Fresh powoeiy snow 

45% 

1112 

120 

110 

Owcasi 

SWITZERLAND 







StMorttz 

-fiesBent earty season 

90% 

112 

100 

250 

VanatHo 

Waaf i 

-Crtsp dry snow 

2UK 

3.12 

30 

80 

Cloudy 

UNHED STATES 






Keystone — _ 

^adod powder 

80% 

12.12 

130 

130 Snovshws 

StmtKwt .... 

-Powdar and packed powder 

95% 

12.12 

120 

155 CkwVBnow 


For a tax Bst of 180+ 
resort codes; 

0990 100 843 

Cdkuaw arewa ajjautat ate tta . aa>a*i at— ra w Ote ufltas wnawicoaCiaan- ftteWgareteeadetjOtaji ■ 



Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 13 
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Shakers all over 

Bury are flying high in the 
Second Division, page 28 


England face 
the loss of 
De Glanville 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

One door shuts, another slams 
in your face. Phil de Glanville 
went from captain under pres- 
sure to captain in absentia yes- 
terday, completing a thoroughly 
miserable and morale-sapping 

week by withdrawing from to- 
morrow’s international against 
Argentina at 'Twickenham be- 
cause of a worsening thigh strain. 

If it was rotten luck for the 
Bath centre, who has been 
struggling for full fitness all sea- 
son, the timing added insult to 
injury; De Glanville must now 
watch Will Carling and Jeremy 
Guscott. the only players in 
British rugby who can boast al- 
most sacred status, resume a 
partnership in the England 
midfield that at least half the na- 
tion appears to believe should 
□ever have been severed in the 
first place. The last thing De 
Glanville needed was to give his 
critics, who went for the jugu- 
lar after his performance 
against the New Zealand Bar- 
barians just under a fortnight 
ago, even the remotest oppor- 
tunity of saying: “I told you so." 

Jason Leonard, the Harle- 
quins captain and all-round 
good egg, will lead the side 
against the Pumas - the team 


against which he began his Tfest 


and SO caps ago. That in itself is 
a bitter irony for De Glanville, 
who aggravated his injury while 
playing for Bath against Quins 
on Saturday - a game Leonard 
wisely sat out to rest a dodgy 
hamstring. “Had I played and 
torn my hams tring 1 would have 
been out for three weeks mini - 
mum," the Londoner said. *TU 
be fine for tomorrow." 

As usual, Leonard was a 
paragon of diplomacy yesterday 
- “Phil is my captain and as far 
as Tm concerned, my job is to 
continue the thing ; he has start- 
ed for one game and one game 
only” - but it would be folly to 
deny that De Glanville’s grip on 
events might be loosened Anther 
by some vm cage Carfing-Guscott 
pyrotechnics tomorrow. 

The England coach. Jack 
Rowell, mounted a defence of 
sorts on behalf of his first- 
choice captain by insisting; “This 
is a setback: we have a young 
and inexperienced side and we 
were looking to keep it togeth- 
er during the pre-Christmas 
programme.” But pressed on his 
likely reaction to strong per- 
formances from both Carling 
and Guscott against Argentina, 
he replied: “I've always said the 
captaincy is subject to form and 
fitness." That answer was rather 


Stransky joins Tigers 
in £300,000 deal 


Not even the most fanatical 
Leicester supporter would 
claim that the Tigers were the 
most expansive rugby team on 
earth, so it was entirety appro- 
priate dial they should have 
completed the signing of the 
South African outside-half Joel 
Stransky yesterday. As the All 
Blacks discovered' to their cost 
at last year's World Cup, Stran- 
sky can kick like a mule, writes 
Chris Hewett. 

In fairness, however, Stran- 
skv's arrival at Welford Road 
should give Leicester a new di- 
mension - one that might just 
bring them a third Courage 
League title this season. Cer- 
tainty, the Tigers coach. Bob 
Dwyer, believes the 29-year-old 
Springbok from Natal to be “a 
complete player who can run 
with the ball as well as master 
all aspects of the kicking game”. 

Just IS months ago, Stransky 
was the hero of South Africa af- 
ter scoring 15 points to beat 
New Zealand in the World Cup 
final. But that was then. The 
new Springbok coach. Andre 
Markgraff, ditched his most 
experienced playmaker alter 
last summer's Tri-Nations tour- 


nament and although Stransky 
has more than a year left on his 
national contract, he has been 
cleared to sign a deal here 
worth an estimated £300,000 
over two-and-a-half years. 

“Leicester have a fantastic 
stadium, a wonderful crowd, a 
great tradition and a ball-win- 
ning set of forwards - and all 
outside-halves enjoy playing 
behind that sort of pack," he 
said. “I'd like to think I have a 
chance of representing my 
country again, but I have to be 
realistic; the selectors pick their 
side on the basis of domestic 
rngfay South Africa and they 
won’t send people over here to 
watch every weekend." 

Stransky will almost certain- 
ty not be available for Leices- 
ter's European Cup semi-final 
with Toulouse on 4 January: he 
is expected to play as soon as 
work permit regulations have 
been completed, probably by 
the middle of next month. He 
is the second member of South 
Africa's World Cup-winning 
side to sign for an English dub. 
Last week, the former nation- 
al captain Francois Pienaar 
agreed a deal with Saracens. 
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ACROSS 

1 Writer making copv in ex- 
tremes of style (bj 

4 Bones not quite twisted, to 
tell the truth £8) 

10 Office equipment given a trial 
in wet surroundings (4, 5} 

1 Z Fairy-tale author forbidding 
introduction nr mawkivhness 
(5) 

12 Managed lo get rid of loot |7) 

13 M upper dancing - nothing 

with a beat U-5) 

14 Honour one dead after battle 
15) 

15 Make dirt, possibly? It's what 
dirt makes! (8) 

IS Try and try again to give a 
shout of support (4, 4) 

3) Nobleman's first away in the 
dark (5) 

2? Painter depicting sailor 
around one ship (7) 


25 News report finished after 
showing part of boxing-match 
(5-2) 

26 Fish seen in nver round a 
church 1.5) 

27 Abject salesman has to fix it 
on returning (9) 

28 Road heading tor Hamburg 
(but no AA available for 

breakdown!) (S) 

29 Throwing half away when 
some fish get caught in net 
(6) 

DOWN 

1 It's cor the most obvious war 
to sohe this due! (8) 

2 Barrel brought into bar over- 
looking a domed building (7) 

3 Witness partnership at wicket 
getting in extra runs (9) 

5 Concealed and restrained 
with Wows, «e bear (4, 5, 5) 

6 Yhlid to make one's escape? 

IS) 


7 One making an effort, going 
round miles and miles, be- 
coming less tubby (7) 

8 No Conservative blokes to be 
promoted - that’s unanimous 
(3.3) 

9 Notice the careers developing 
in a branch of advertising 16. 
8 ) 

16 Chap is able to go round Uni- 
versity in a Northern city (9j 

17 When might one go “Ow!" if 
pushed? (2. 1.5) 

19 Rage after English conserva- 
tion group's taken over com- 
petitor (7) 

21 1 half-wake after shower of 
eoki resembling Zeus? (7) 

22 Honour among thieves at 
Rome, possibly (6) 

24 Man in India shows prejudice 
about beginning of Hindu up- 
rising (5) 



more evasive than De GlanviDe 
migh t have hoped for. 

With Guscott moving inside 
from his original position of left 
wing, Tony Underwood gets a 
heaven-sent opportunity to 
make a renewed impact at the 
top level The Newcastle wing 
did himself few favours at 
Twickenham last weekend, 
where his display for the Bar- 
barians against the Wallabies 
was curiously half-baked for 

someone with so much to prove, 
but at least the No ll shut will 
now be filled by a player with a 
bom instinct for the role. 

There may yet be another 
change to the line-up. Mike 
CatL the outside-half and goal- 
kicker, could not train at Twick- 
enham yesterday because of a 
chest infection and although the 
England management were “90 
per cent confident" that be 
would recover to face the 
Pumas. Northampton's Paul 
Grayson was put on stand-by. If 
Catt withdraws to give Alex 
King a first cap, England wflJ be 
in the novel position of having 
the two best marksmen in the 
country - Grayson and Jon 
Callard - on the bench. 

For all De Glanville’s mis- 
fortune, no one will begrudge 
the eternally popular Leonard 
his moment of glory. “As a kid, 
I probably dreamed about this,” 
he said. nBut 1 also know from 
my serious neck injury in 1992 
just how fickle rugby can be. 
This is a wonderful honour and 
Tm grateful." 

At 28, his enthusiasm for life 
in the darkened recesses of a 
Test front row remains 
nndimraed, largely because he 
believes England have the mak- 
ings of a pack to rival, even to 
surpass, the great unit of the ear- 
ly 1990s. “When I came into the 
side I was able to learn from 
players of the stature of Win- 
terbottom, Dooley, Probyn and 
Moore. Now we have a collec- 
tion of youngsters who want to 
get out there and make the game 
theirs. There is enormous po- 
tential everywhere you look in 
this pack: the only thing it lacks 
is the cohesion of the last out- 
standing set of forwards, who 
bad 20 or 30 games together. 
When we develop that cohesion, 
we will be in a position to match 

HNidcWlshe, of Harlequins, 
takes over the scrum-half, Matt 
Dawson, in the England A team 
to play Queensland at 
Gateshead tonight. Saracens' No 
S, Tony Diprose, regains the cap- 
taincy from Dawson, who has a 
knee injury. Bath's Joe Ewens 
comes in for the injured New- 
castle centre Andrew Blythe 
and the Harlequins flanker Bill 
Davidson replaces the injured 
Martin Cony of BristoL 

Bateman for Wales, page 29 
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Hitting out Mike Atherton, the England captain, at the crease in Biiawayo yesterday Photograph: Chris TurveyfEmpics 

Atherton finding his form 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE , 
reports from Bulawayo 
England 334 & 230-5 dec 
Matabeleland 1 88 & 5-0 


Since taking over as England 
captain, Michael Atherton has 
probably lost count of the 
amount of different painkillers 
he has had to take for his both- 
ersome back. 

If he has not. then he would 
know that they outnumber, by 
some distance, the times Bog- 
land have been allowed the 
luxury of setting their exponents 
a target, which, thanks to a 
bright half-century from the 
captain himself, and a more 
primeval effort from Graham 
Thorpe, England were able to 
do by asking Matabeleland to 
score 377 to win. A target -even 

with England’s history of upsets 
- that ought to be well beyond 
what is probably the weakest 
first-class batting line-up in the 
world. 

Atherton, never one to fret 
unduly over his own form, could 
have pursued victory earlier by 
declaring sooner. As it was, he 
opted to let Thorpe and Nass- 
er Hussain have lengthy stays at 
the crease. Much needed in 
Thorpe's case who. after a 
scrappy start to Iasi year's tour 
of South Africa, seems slcnvty to 
be finding his touch: a fact bis 
tally of tone boundaries, one a 
mowed six over midwicket, ap- 
pears to indicate. 

However, it is the skipper's 
form that will probably decide 


whether or not the batting jig- 
saw will fit together in time. 
When he scores runs, En gland 
usually post competitive totals. 
When he fails, they iovariabty 
chase the game, rarefy catching 
anything but a beating. 

Judging Atherton’s form is 
never easy, particularly in non- 
internationals. Like his 
painkillers (which he has to 
change regularly) the England 
ca ptain h«g also dearly built up 
a tolerance to adrenalin, foe lev- 
els of which now needed to 
“turn him on" being rarely 
available outside the Tfest and 
one-day arena. 

Yesterday you could sense 
that facing a Matabeleland at- 
tack containing barely two use- 
ful bowlers - Heath Streak, 
foe Zimbabwe opening bowler, 
was apparently resting and, al- 
though he fielded, he did not 
bowl - only half stirred his 
juices. In truth, it probably 
needed the earty dismissal of 
Nick Knight, Ibw to Henry 
Olonga, lo encourage a more 
diligent ;approach. 

With his feet moving well, 
courtesy of a looser pain-free 
back, his shot selection was 


spot on, and he struck the ball 
wi& foe crisp efficiency of a con- 
fident man. “Real Atherton 
shots," said’ David Lloyd, Eng- 
land’s coach, who must also 
have been pleased at the fluency 
of Nasser Hussain's 40. " 

When Atherton reached his 
fifty, any lingering caution was 
instantly disposed of, and the 
horrible crabbed shot that 
brought his demise, as be tried 
to drag the left-arm spinner 
Vaghmaria oyer midwicket, 
would never have seen tiie light 
of day had Iris score been des- 
tined for the Tfest match and not 
foe first-dag section of Wxsden. 

He is a man who rarely 
doubts his knowledge of self, 
and then only as captain. As a 
batsman, be usually knows af- 
ter a five-minute net if he is ei- 
ther in or out of nick. Offirialty, 
of coarse, he has been having 
a poor run of scores. Yet he 
maintains that he feels in con- 
trol and that only the soreness 
and stiffness in his back has 
been a limiting factor. A prob- 
lem has currently been solved 
by two cortisone injections into 
the hot spots in bis lower spine. 
A “cure* that cannot be read- 


ministered too often for fear of 
joint damage. 

With Darren GaogfrdaTmrng 
his scab wicket fotfoe inorfong 
- though neither^ nor Andy 
Caddick were aSK^strike'as 
effectively as tirefhrmdbrstbrin 
winch halted play soon after the 
home side began their seoond in- 
nings — Englan d appear to be 
timing their international cam- 
paign with military predskm. 
“WfeVe got used to foe condrtions 
pow," Iioyd said. “In fact wfe are 
exactly as we thought we would 
be at thisstage." A position every 
En gland supporter hopes wm 
travel well to ibe new stage af 
Queen’s Park, five tmnofes down 
the road, where foe serious stuff 
starts in a few days’ time. 

Gatting’s ambhioti, page 29, 
How Lord’s pot foe fab in 
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Nigel ManseQ'sbummg desire 
to prove he is still the best of 
British is spurring him on to a - 
comeback; says the man who 
has given -the; former - world 
champion a Formula One. a. 
chance 4n testing. 

' Tfeam.cnraer Eddie Jordan 
believes Damon Hill’s world 
chainptonshipaiccess this year 
and Mansell's frustrating time 
with McLaren have made the ' 
En glishman consider return- 
ing to th& sport, 

. ' Maiuell, the 1992 world ‘ 
champion, ended his. two-day 
te& in Barcelona with foe Jor- 
dan-Feugeot team on a high 
yesterday and be looks in- 
creasingty Body to line up on tfc£ 
grid again next season. . 

“I believe he sees himself as 
still being the best British racing 
driver,” Jordan said yesterday. 
“Damon winning the champi- 
onship has spurred him on. 

. T was snprited at howTean 
and fit he was looking, but the 
decision has to come from Nigel 
There will be no pressure from 
Jordan in any shape or form.” 

- Mansefi completed the two- 
day test at the Circuit de 
Catalunya track yesterday and 
wUI ponder his future with his 
wife, Roseanne, but the tnnll of 
Formula One isdearty exerting 
an influence. “I don't think foe 
taste for motor racing ever 
went away,” Mansell said after 
driving a grand prix car for the 
first time since ending his 
abortive two-race comeback 
with McLaren 19 months ago. 

*Tt does give you a buzz but 
it can frighten Ihe- hell out: of 
you. Ilfs foe closest thing to the 
edge of life you can get -; 

“Over the next few days# \ 
will consider our fhtrire arid tflu 
hmire indudes foe possibility of 
driving again next yfehr in sev- 
eral drfferenr formulas. ‘ 

“Untessit isforthVrighrrea- 


sons thesis ho point ma king 
the coirimfonetot, because 3 
you do yoaiiave to breathe, eat 
and steep the sport ■ ■ . 

- “But this has been a wonder- 
ful experience and I would like 
to thank Eddfefmd the Jordan 
team for jnst giving me foe op- 
portunity wirhom any pressure." 

Mansell, who was three- 
tenths of 'a second slower on 
Wednesday than Jordan's new - 
driver ,Ralf Schumacher, after 
49 laps, did another 16 dicuits 

in the wet yesterday. He docked 

Imin 45.79sec, two seconds 
tfown on Sdmmacher though he . 
had Ihe worst of foe conditions. 

“I haven’t spun the car and 
‘ did a reasonably good time,” the 
winner of 31 grands prix said. 
“We were sensible this morning 
in the wet because foe carwasM* 
difficult to drive.” 




A LITTLE 
FOR CHF 


Townsend bid rejected 




Aston Vina have rejected a 
£700.000 bid from Celtic for 
their 33-vear-old Republic of 
Ireland captain Andy Tbwnsend. 

The Villa manager, Brian 
Little, said: “We have received 
a bid from Celtic. It was done 
between the two chairmen, but 
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back with a new and improved 
offer I shall tell them to up it 
and then say no again.". 

Villa’s right-back Fernando 
Nelson has received a late call- 
up to the Portugal squad for to- 
morrow’s Work! Cup qualifying 
match against Germany in Lis- 
bon. Nelson. 25. has been 
capped five times. 

George Graham, the Leeds 
manager, yesterday informed 
Tony Yebaah that he wants the 
Gbananian striker to remain at 
EUand Road. Ycboah has com- 
plained at his lack of first-team 
opportunities since his recent 
return from injury. 

“I told ban that if he has prob- 
lems be should come and see me 
in my office, not go running to 


the papers," Graham said. “The 
club is an the tqt and iqi and thfr 
is a kick in the teeth. But foe 
team spirit is fantastic and we 
will not lei this outburst Spoil it." 

Manchester United are to 
leave The Cliff in Broughton 
next season and move to a new 
training ground in foe south- 

Brian Clough, the former 
Derby County and Notting- 
ham Forest manager, was 
said to be ‘improving ati the 
tune" last night at a dhuc 
near Bmrton-on-Trent, where 
Ik is receiving treatment for 
an undisclosed iDness. A dose 
friend denied reports that 
the 61-year-old Clough bad 
collapsed at home or had se- 
vere kidney problems. 

west of the city, subject to plan- 
ning, permission. The new 
complex will cost around £10m. 

Manchester City have re- 
leased Mtchaei FrontzecL They 
have retained his registration, 
however, and will expect a’fee 
if the German international - 
full-back finds another dub. 

Keith Gillespie of Newcastle 
bsspulled out of Northern Ire- 


land’s squad for tomorrow’s 
World Cup game against Alba- 
nia in Belfast with agroin injury. 

Southampton have won ap- 
proval co build a £35m ail- 
sea ter stadium on the orrtdrirts 
of the city. The Saints, who are 
to be floated on foe Stock Ex- 
change, have fought a six-year 
battle for permission to build the 
25,000 stadium at Stonehaxn. 

The Football .^sociation, 
who this week doefifed Brighton 
two points for crowd distur- 
bances, yesterday urged fans to 
stop their campaign of disruption 
and give peace talks a chance. 

“Supporters of Brighton are 
being urged to give a team of 
professional mediators the best 
chance to find asentement to foe 
dub’s internal problems," the FA 
statement said.' . 

George Petchey, Brighton's 
65-year-old caretakermadager. 
has been sacked following the 
appointment of Steve Grittasthe 
new manager. 

The FA is to ask foe Nation- 
al Lottery to help fund the 
£7m-£10m cost of bidding for 
the 2006^ Warid Cup. Staging the 
finals could cost up to £300m. 
Birmingham flotation, page23 


Here's a Gale Christmas present for J4G oar . Mercury 
customers. On Christmas Day and New Years Day.aH long 
distance tails to anywhere in foe UK wiU cost jnst lp per 

minute. And aQ international raltt w3I be charged. at par 
economy rate If you’re not wfth Mercury, but you’d like 
to eqjoy lp per minute calk this Christmas.. call us. now on 
Freecafl 0500 200 950- Or hasn't the penny dropped yet? 
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